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What do you want to be 
when you grow up? Is it a 
footballer or a singer? A 
doctor or nurse? Maybe a 
teacher, a vet, a builder 
or a hairdresser? What if 
someone told you, ‘you 
can’t do that’, or ‘you aren’t 
allowed to’. You would be a 
bit annoyed, wouldn’t you? 
You would maybe say ‘who 
do you think you are?’ or ‘I’ll 
prove you wrong!’. You see 
many people with leprosy 
are told this. Leprosy is a 
disease that makes your 
hands and feet very sore. 
It is also a disease that lots 
of people are afraid of. That 
means often they are pushed 
away by their friends, their 
family and people that live 
near them. It’s very sad. 
Boys and girls may not be 
allowed to go to school if 
they have leprosy, or even if 
just their mum or dad have 
leprosy. That means they 
often don’t have many hopes 
or dreams for the future, 
because people say ‘you 
aren’t allowed to be a doctor, 
a nurse, builder or whatever, 
because you have leprosy’.  

But the good thing is The 
Leprosy Mission doesn’t say 
that! Actually, they have 
amazing schools that allows 
boys and girls to train and 
study to be what they want to 
be. They say, ‘you can do this, 
we believe in you’.

Let me introduce you to two of 
the students who are studying 
at these training schools           
in India.

Jayaraj
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Jayaraj’s mum had leprosy. It made 
her very sick and she struggled 
but she is getting better now after 
treatment and medication from 
The Leprosy Mission. Jayaraj is 
training to be a car mechanic. He 
loves learning how all the parts 
fit together and how they work. 
To others it may be too fiddly and 
frustrating but for Jayaraj, it helps 

him concentrate. He doesn’t have 
to think about anything else. He can 
just focus on his dreams and hopes 
for a brighter future. He wants to get 
a job with a big car company so he 
can work on engines all day, every 
day, and help his mum. The training 
school has given him opportunities 
that he could never have imagined.

Nagajothi

Both Nagajothi and her mum have 
leprosy. It was very hard and scary 
when they found out. You see people 
started to treat them differently. 
They stopped inviting them to family 
gatherings and wouldn’t talk to 
them. Because Nagajothi’s mum 
had leprosy, she found it really 
hard to get a job. It became a real 
struggle for them to buy basic things 
like food, so going to school was out 
of the question for Nagajothi. But 
that’s where The Leprosy Mission 
came to help! Nagajothi was offered 
a place at an excellent school 
and now she is training to be an 

electrician. She is doing so well that 
she can already fix lights and plug 
sockets at home for her mum. She 
wants to get a good job when she 
finishes to help her mum to buy food 
and pay bills, so that they both can 
have a brighter future! The training 
to be an electrician has made her so 
much more confident! She says “I will 
change the world, I’m telling you.”

Nagajothi didn’t let what others 
thought about her or said to her, 
get her down. She knows she will 
prove them wrong and achieve her 
dreams!

“I will change 
the world, I’m 
telling you.”
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Bible Reflection
Ephesians 3: 17-18 (NLV – New Life Version) 

17 I pray that Christ may live in your 
hearts by faith. I pray that you will 
be filled with love. 18 I pray that you 
will be able to understand how wide 
and how long and how high and how 
deep His love is.

Jayaraj has a task for you! He wants you to help 
him put together the engine below. Can you find 
all the parts, assemble it and read the message? 
(see image to cut out on the next page).

For lots of people affected by leprosy they are 
made to feel unloved and unwanted. They feel 
alone. Often, they believe what others say about 
them when they say you can’t do something, or 
when they say you don’t deserve love or care. 
That’s how Nagajothi felt when her family started 
to exclude her and her mum.

But our hope and prayer is that those affected by 
leprosy will know how much The Leprosy Mission 
cares about them and not listen to the nasty 
things people say. But not only that, through 
helping and praying we can share about the love 
of Jesus. His love and acceptance are the most 
important things. So, will you pray that they feel 
the love of Jesus? Your prayers are so powerful 
because they are said to a powerful God. 

Boys and girls, that is the exact same for you. 
Sometimes we can feel low or sad. Sometimes in 
school people can say and do things that really 
hurt our feelings and make us feel sad. But like 
Nagajothi we can’t let it get to us. I want you to 
remember our verse on the engine picture.

I pray that Christ (that’s Jesus) may live in your 
hearts by faith. I pray that you will be filled with 
love. I pray that you will be able to understand how 
wide and how long and how high and how deep 
His love is.

Jesus’s love is bigger than we can possibly 
imagine. That’s why the verse says wide, long, high 
and deep [you may want to add actions to make 
it more engaging and help them remember]. It 
covers all directions and never ends, nothing can 
be missed or left out. He cares about you, and he 
cares about people with leprosy.
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Activity
Cut out the four pieces and hide them for the children to find. Once all pieces have been found, ask them to 
assemble it and read out the verse.

I pray that you will be able to understand how
 w

ide and how long and how high and how deep His love
 is

.  
Ep

he
si

an
s 3

:18


