BRIGHTER FUTURES
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NORTHERN IRELAND




Meet Sowmiya

Even though Sowmiya and her sister are free from leprosy, the
legacy of their parents’ diagnosis hangs over them all. However,
the opportunity to train at a Vocational Training Centre (VTC) will
change that! It will open endless possibilities and pave a way to a
brighter future for Sowmiya and others like her!
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Hear
Sowmiya’'s
story to pray
for her!

© Sabrina Dangol

PRAYER POINTS

* Pray for God to break down
stigma and soften the hearts
of those who exclude people
affected by leprosy. Pray for
mended relationships and
acceptance in Sowmiya's
family and her community.

Pray for Sowmiya’s

future. Pray God would
bless her studies and

bring opportunities for
employment when she is
trained. Pray God would use
the learning provided by
the training centres, to help
break the cycle of poverty
that many families affected
by leprosy experience.

Praise God for the strong
friendships Sowmiya has
made at the training centres.
Pray these connections
would ease the loneliness
and isolation that she has
experienced for many years
because of her parents’
diagnosis.

Praise God for the teachers
at the training centres who
use their skills and talents
to support people in need.
Pray they would inspire
many more young people
like Sowmiya to unlock their
potential and access the
brighter future they deserve.




Meet Godwin

Godwin sees the VTC as a place
where Jesus’ love is expressed
to students - “a beautiful
place, where lives have been
transformed.”
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Godwin is a pastor from a Church near the vocational training centre
that Sowmiya attends. As well as looking after his congregation, he
helps to counsel students at the VTC.

He feels it's very important to provide this support to students who
might be affected by stigma as a result of leprosy. He says he often
hears people affected by leprosy say, “All of our dreams have been
shattered and there’s no possibility of a fruitful life”. The Vocational
Training Centres help to provide a space that is a safe and accepting.

He is amazed by how many students whose lives will have not only
been transformed for themselves and their families, but, in addition,
“they will be an example to others, and they will give life to many, and
they will give job opportunities to many”. He often feels encouraged
by their strength and newfound confidence. Through his ministry

he hopes to show the love of Jesus to the students he supports. He
wants to bring hope not just for their future careers but
the hope only Jesus can bring.

“they will be an example to
others, and they will give life
to many, and they will give job
opportunities to many”
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PRAYER POINTS

Praise God for local churches
and pastors like Godwin
across all of our projects.
Pray God would enable more
opportunities to partner

with churches to minister to
the spiritual needs of those
affected by leprosy.

Pray God would use Godwin
to help mend wounds that
stigma, shame and rejection
have brought. Pray his caring
nature and sensitivity would
enable those who are hurting
to share and talk through
their struggles.

Pray Godwin’s actions and
words would reflect the love
and care of Jesus. Pray that
through this vital work people
would come to know Him as
their saviour. Pray God would
give protection and wisdom
to those sharing their faith in
challenging circumstances
and places.



Pray for a
brighter future

As we care for the immediate needs
of those affected by leprosy, we
also look forward to a world where
no one is at risk of catching leprosy.
Where no one experiences the
cruel consequences it can bring.
The Leprosy Mission wants to be
ambitious for people affected

by leprosy and see zero leprosy
transmission by 2035. So that world
without leprosy is closer than you
might think, and you could be part
of the generation that will end
leprosy. This will only be possible
through guidance and wisdom
from God. So, pray with boldness
and expectation that God will bring
this vision to fruition.
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Pray for Research

« Pray for those working on ways to
diagnose leprosy faster to prevent
long-lasting effects and disability.

« Pray for ongoing trials of
medication to prevent the spread
of leprosy. Giving simple yet
effective medication to a traced
contact of a confirmed leprosy
case will significantly reduce their
chances of developing leprosy.

+ And most excitingly, pray for the
research into a leprosy vaccine.
An approved leprosy vaccine is
a realistic possibility in the years
ahead, and it will be a game
changer.

Pray for Political
Commitments

« Pray governments across the
world will not forget about those
affected by leprosy. Pray for
discriminatory laws to be revoked,
to break down the stigma and fear
that often prevents people from
coming forward for diagnosis.

We long for a day when leprosy is

treated like any other disease and
is fully integrated into government
health care.

« Pray for stronger relationships
between TLM and the national
governments in the countries
where leprosy is still endemic. That
they can work together under the
united vision to eradicate leprosy
from their country and support
the most vulnerable. Pray that our
government in Northern Ireland
and the UK would create more
opportunities to support those in
need across our world.
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The Leprosy

Mission wants to be
ambitious for people
affected by leprosy
and see zero leprosy
transmission by
2035.



Suggested
set prayer

Dear Lord,

We pray for people affected by leprosy. We know you love
them so deeply and know them personally by name. We
pray you will fill them with your comforting presence when
they feel alone, rejected or unwanted. When they come to
Leprosy Mission hospitals, clinics or training centres, let them
feel love and hope. Lord break down the walls of stigma
and shame that unnecessarily surrounds this curable
disease. We pray this will enable people to come forward
voluntarily for diagnosis without fear and worry. We pray
against unnecessary disability that robs independence
and livelihoods. Protect those affected and enable them

to be found and cured quickly. Lord soften the hearts of
governments and change-makers to look mercifully on
those affected by leprosy. We ask for laws to be repealed,
for acceptance, inclusion and dignity in Jesus name.

We pray for all the staff across The Leprosy Mission,

whether they be doctors, nurses, teachers, fundraisers,
communicators, those working in finance and so many other
areas. We thank you they are using their skills and talents to
help those in need and to build your kingdom here on Earth.
Bless the work of their hands and give them wisdom and
strength in their challenging and demanding roles.

We pray for creativity and innovation for those seeking an
end to leprosy once and for all through research. Lord, grant
wisdom and knowledge to our researchers across the world.
We pray for breakthroughs in disrupting transmission and for
improvements in leprosy care and prevention of disability.
We ask all these things would help us see an end to this
ancient and destructive disease in our lifetime. Help us see a
day when a child is born into our world, where there is no risk
of leprosy destroying their lives.

We give you thanks and praise for every church and
individual in Northern Ireland who faithfully pray for and
support those affected by leprosy. We thank you for their
care and their missional heart. We pray for more people to
be called by you to serve and support in whatever way they
can. We pray that more people will have a passion to end
leprosy once and for all.

Amen.
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The Leprosy
Mission Prayer

Almighty Father, the giver of life and health,
look mercifully on those who suffer from leprosy.

Stretch out your hand to touch and heal them as
Jesus did during his earthly life.

Grant wisdom and insight to those who are seeking
the prevention and cure of the disease.

Give skill and sympathy to those who minister to
the patients.

Reunite the separated with their family and friends.

And inspire your people with the task set before
The Leprosy Mission, that it may never lack the
staff or the means to carry on its healing work, in
accordance with your will, and to the glory of your
holy name.

We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord.

Amen.
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