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SmitaEvery Blessing

Today I was in the Putiachorra Tea Gardens. 
No matter how many times I visit I am 
always confronted by the staggering amount 
of leprosy cases in the tea gardens. It truly 
makes me so sad! Today I was following-
up with 6 families who have all completed 
their multidrug therapy (the vital cure to 
leprosy). Our team wanted to ensure there 
were no complications with their treatment, 
but most importantly we wanted to be someone 
to talk to. Even when you are cured from leprosy you still carry the mental 
weight and trauma of hearing the words ‘you have leprosy’. It breaks my heart when 
people affected still feel ‘dirty’ and shameful. It was my job today to lighten that 
load. Through every action I am letting them know they are not despised. I wanted 
to show acceptance, love and support. You have no idea how much of an impact 
simply holding someone’s hand has. It begins to break down feelings of loneliness and 
rejection. Jesus deminstrated demonstrated that in his earthly life, and that continues 
to be my inspiration. Those affected deserve to be shown love.

Af ter our follow-up visits, we screened 232 people for 
leprosy. Definitely a busy day! We had to break the 
devastating news to 4 that they had leprosy. Even though 
I share this news daily, particularly in the tea gardens, 
it doesn’t get any easier. But there is still hope! There 
is a cure and if they finish their medication they can be 
cured.

  

Helping and caring for people is in my nature. I am 
so thankful God brought me to The Leprosy Mission so I can serve the 

most underprivileged and rejected people in our community. I am also thankful for 
those who are reaching out in love from Northern Ireland. I thank God that because of 
their compassion I can be the outworking of their love here in Bangladesh.

	
Please pray for courage for me. That I would not loose heart as I   
   go against the social norms of my country and show those affected 
                   the love and support they deserve.

It’s as easy as that!


