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Sing the 
praises of 
the Lord, 
enthroned in 
Zion; proclaim 
among the 
nations what 
he has done.  
Psalm 9:11 NIV

THANKS TO YOU THE 
LOST ARE BEING FOUND, 

THE SICK ARE BEING 
HEALED, THE DOWNCAST 

ARE BEING LIFTED UP 
IN BANGLADESH AND 

AROUND THE WORLD! 

YOU HELP 
THOSE 
AFFECTED 
BY LEPROSY 
TO 
FLOURISH!



Last autumn I had the opportunity 
to meet Pastor Lok Thapa in London, 
whilst attending TLM global meetings. 
It was an encounter that left me feeling 
both heartbroken and inspired. 

Pastor Lok, from Nepal, contracted leprosy 
as young boy. Leprosy ravaged his body. 
He was separated from his family and 
friends. Left to live in a shed, for many 
years he prayed that he would die. To 
him, that would have been better than 
to live with the burden of leprosy. The 
story of his early years is heart breaking 
and reminds me again of the horror and 
devastation that leprosy inflicts upon 
individuals and sadly many children today. 
Families and communities are torn apart 
by this cruel disease. It destroys lives and 
robs dignity and self worth. It is unfair and 
unjust. 

Thankfully, this wasn’t the end of Pastor 
Lok’s story. Someone came to his village 
and told him about a medical clinic that 
could help him (a bit like the one you will 
read about on page 5). His leprosy was 
diagnosed, his wounds were treated and 
he received the cure. From that point of 
discovery, the care and compassion of 
those he met as the months and years 
passed have enabled him to go to school, 
learn English, meet his wife at Bible 
college, lead a church and represent 
leprosy affected people around the world.  
Kindness and love have now shaped his 
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life and rewritten his story into a life that 
is flourishing and giving back to others.  
Wow! This is what we are part of! This is 
what YOU are part of! Restoring lives and 
ending the devastation of leprosy. 

Hearing this first-hand account has fuelled 
me into a new year and made me even 
more determined to be part of ending 
leprosy in my lifetime. I am thankful that 
I don’t walk alone but am surrounded by 
people like you who faithfully pray, give 
and do your bit for those like Pastor Lok 
and Dalamar, who you will read about 
on pages 4-5. We are all part of a long 
chain of healing and hope that reaches 
from Northern Ireland to leprosy affected 
communities in Nigeria, Bangladesh, India, 
Ethiopia and around the world. Thank you.

In 2023, there are lots of way for you to 
hear more first-hand accounts from leprosy 
affected people and front-line staff, online 
and in person. Check out the dates for your 
diary and let us know if you can come 
along. I would love to see you there! May 
these encounters also inspire you for the 
year ahead!

Joanne Briggs
National Director

DEAR 
FRIENDS

Pastor Lok Thapa, co-opted 
member of TLM International 
Board, visiting staff and 
trustees at the office in 
Lisburn.“Suppose one 

of you has a 
hundred sheep 
and loses one of 
them. Doesn’t 
he leave the 
ninety-nine in 
the open country 
and go after the 
lost sheep until 
he finds it? And 
when he finds it, 
he joyfully puts it 
on his shoulders 
and goes home. 
Then he calls 
his friends and 
neighbours 
together and 
says, ‘Rejoice with 
me; I have found 
my lost sheep.’ 
Luke 15: 4-6 NIV

PRAYER 
POINT  

Thank you for all 
those who were once 
lost to leprosy and 
have now been found. 
We pray for all those 
who are still lost.  
May they know your 
love and care and be 
found soon. 

All photographs 
© Ruth Towell and 
© Sabrina Dangol



CAMPAIGN LAUNCH ONLINE
WORLD LEPROSY SUNDAY
Sunday 29th January, 3.30pm 
www.tlm-ni.org

Watch this short video to mark World 
Leprosy Day 2023 and to find out how 
you can help those with leprosy flourish.

Wednesday 10th May

Pray online with others across the world for 
flourishing in the lives of those affected by 
leprosy. Sign up by emailing info@tlm-ni.org 
or call 028 9262 9500.
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DIARY 
DATES

THE BIG LEPROSY 
MISSION TEA PARTY! 
Saturday 4th March, 10.30am-12 noon 
Knockbreda Parish Church Hall, 
Belfast BT8 7AN

Have you ever wondered where your tea 
comes from? In the beautiful tea gardens 
of Bangladesh, the weed of leprosy is also 
growing and is devastating lives. Come along 
to find out how you can be part of stopping 
leprosy and creating a future where people 
will truly flourish. Reserve your cuppa today 
on events@tlm-ni.org

NATIONAL TEA DAY 
Friday 21st April

Get together with your friends, family, church 
or colleagues and host a fundraising tea party! 
Try out your favourite cakes and biscuits and 
have fun while raising awareness and vital 
funds to help those with leprosy flourish. Tea 
party resources available from the office.

SEEKING 
THE LOST IN 
BANGLADESH

In May last year Pam 
Gaston, TLMNI Programme 
Funding Officer, travelled to 
Bangladesh to meet teams 
on the ground and see 
first-hand the impact your 
support is having. Over a week 
Pam, alongside colleagues 
from TLM England & Wales, 
travelled to seven different 
districts meeting with workers 
on the front line of the fight to 
end leprosy.

Bangladesh is a vast country 
of 168 million People. As a 
developing nation as much as 
80% of the population live in 
poverty. Your critical support 
has enabled a cross agency 
partnership approach on the 
ground that trains and equips 
government & local community 
health workers to find hidden 
cases. These workers have 
been able to go into remote 
communities where hospitals 
and clinics are not accessible 
to bring help to people in need. 
The results of this approach 
have been staggering.

Pam says ‘The thing that really 
struck me were the number 
of new cases we were finding 
every time we looked. It was 
like the parable of the one lost 
sheep, the heart of the good 
shepherd going out to seek for 
the lost and not stopping until 
the one is found’.

The amount of ‘active case 
finding’ that was happening in 
Bangladesh was astonishing 
but the poverty and remoteness 
of some of the communities 
visited explained why so many 
hidden cases of leprosy were 
being found. One TLM officer 
had conducted visits like this 
over 9 years through 5 different 
countries, he never found 
so many cases of leprosy 
so quickly as they found in 
Bangladesh.

‘Contact tracing, being 
able to give the cure, these 
things are game changers 
in preventing disability, 
reducing transmission, and 
transforming lives. To witness 
people’s relief and their visible 
release to know they can be 
helped is so powerful.’

Want to hear more from Pam 
about her trip to Bangladesh? 
Why not join us on Saturday 
4th March at 10.30am in 
Knockbreda Parish Church 
Hall, Belfast, for the Big Leprosy 
Mission tea party - details on 
back cover!
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Bangladesh is a beautiful country where 
vibrant crops grow in rich soil. This is 
where beautiful tea-gardens can be 
found: where the sweet smelling tea 
leaves are grown, picked and prepared 
to make that delicious cuppa that we             
all enjoy.

But amongst these beautiful vistas there 
is a dark story. Among the lush tea shrubs 
there is a damaging and invasive weed 
growing, the weed of leprosy is taking root. 
As many as 3 in 20 people have leprosy. 
This is the highest density of leprosy 
cases found anywhere in the world. The 
communities are isolated, and knowledge 
of leprosy is limited. Late treatment can 
cause terrible disability. With no one to 
spot it, leprosy damages nerves and steals 
the basic movement and feeling we take 
for granted.
 
600,000 people live and work in the tea 
gardens in Bangladesh, and almost every 
family is affected by this disease. Leprosy 
rates are 20-30 times higher than the 
global average, affecting men, women and 
sadly children too. When the disability is 
severe, they are no longer able to work in 
the tea gardens. Along with their jobs, they 
also lose their home and their right to live 
in the tea community.
 
Every person deserves life in all its fullness, 
that is the good gift that Jesus came to 
give to all. 

But leprosy comes to rob, steal and 
destroy. It is unfair and unjust. We cannot 
stop until together we see flourishing 
health, flourishing communities and 
flourishing lives. 

Raising awareness, training community 
health workers, setting up rural health 
clinics, providing multidrug therapy are all 
part of pulling the weed of leprosy out and 
helping individuals and communities thrive 
and flourish. 
  
Now is the time to go out and seek those 
affected by leprosy. With your help, we will 
train healthcare workers to find, diagnose 
and cure people with leprosy. Your 
compassion can prevent disability, protect 
livelihoods, and finally stop the spread 

WORLD LEPROSY 
SUNDAY CAMPAIGN 2023

of this disease. The hopes and dreams of 
thousands of tea garden workers depend 
on it.

One day we’ll see flourishing tea gardens 
where the people thrive like the plants 
they care for, but this will only happen if 
we act now. That is why we are calling 
individuals and Churches across 
Northern Ireland to action, to prayer and 
to generous response.
 
Your kindness can help those with 
leprosy flourish!

Give
  Sign up to become a regular giver - £10 

a month will cover the cost of a pop-
up clinic in a tea garden - helping find 
more hiddlen cases of leprosy sooner 
and helping people get treatment.

  a one-off gift of £481 will provide a 
training session for community Health 
Workers and Tea Garden Workers.

Host
  Why not gather some friends and 

family and host a Leprosy Mission tea-
party? Your support has the power to 
raise vital funds for those who are often 
marginalised and rejected because of 
leprosy. National Tea Day is 21st April 
but you can hold yours whenever you 
like. Tea party resources are available 
from the office. Get in touch to find out 
more.

Pray
  Sign up to pray for those affected by 

leprosy in 2023 by emailing info@tlm-
ni.org. You will receive monthly prayer 
requests and have the opportunity to 
pray with local and global staff during 
the year that God would ‘root out’ 
leprosy and help those affected flourish.

 

Speak Out
  Book a speaker to come to your 

Church or community group in 2023 
by emailing info@tlm-ni.org or calling 
the office on 028 9262 9500.

The thief comes 
only to steal and 
kill and destroy; 
I have come that 
they may have 
life, and have it 
to the full. 
John 10:10 NIV

PRAYER 
POINT  

Please pray that we 
can setup more pop 
up health clinics 
across Bangladesh. 
It is vital to find and 
detect leprosy early to 
prevent complications 
and injury that leads 
to disability. 
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A clinic setup in a tea-garden – those 
gathered will be examined by a clinician 
and those affected by leprosy will be 
given treatment.

Dalamar, pictured among the tea leaves, suspected she had 
leprosy. She had heard that leprosy was spreading in the area 
and she was afraid. She wanted to protect her family so she 
came to a clinic, setup by TLM in the heart of one of the tea 
gardens. The same day these photos were taken Dalamar 
discovered that she had leprosy. But because it was detected 
early, she was able to get treatment right away and pull the 
weed of leprosy out at the roots.

...Yet you heard 
my cry for mercy 
when I called to 
you for help.
Psalm 31:22 NIV



P
A

G
E

 6
 -

 G
E

N
E

R
A

T
IO

N
S

 O
F

 L
O

V
E

 A
N

D
 C

A
R

E

GENERATIONS 
OF LOVE 
AND CARE
DR PREMAL DAS
Dr Premal Das is a reconstructive surgeon and 
leads The Leprosy Mission’s work in India. 
He has restored mobility to disabled hands 
and feet for more than 30 years. But in fact, 
Dr Premal has an even longer history with 
leprosy. His grandfather was a Leprosy Mission 
doctor in the 1890s. His father, uncle, aunts, 
and cousins also served the Mission as doctors 
and surgeons. Dr Premal and his wife, Dr 
Loretta, joined The Leprosy Mission in 1985.

Dr Premal recalls being a young child, at 
hospital with his father, in the sixties. He says: 
“I remember seeing young children coming to 
the hospital. The whole family would be crying. 
You would be left at the hospital for the rest of 
your life”. Leprosy tore families apart, and the 
heartache was unbearable.

There were many barriers to the roll out of MDT 
(mutli drug therapy – the cure for leprosy). Dr 
Premal says, “My first few years at The Leprosy 
Mission were spent in the community, finding, 
and curing leprosy”. The methods of case finding 
and treatment were crude. He says, “We would 
carry large jars of water and set up a village clinic 
under a tree. Multidrug therapy was an expensive 
medicine and there was a vibrant black market, It 
had to be given as a supervised dose. We had to 
make sure the medicine had been swallowed by 
pouring water down patients’ throats”.
 
Dr Premal recalls, “In my lifetime alone so much 
has changed because of this treatment. The 
other day I was at an outpatients’ department 
and there were ten new leprosy cases in just that 
one morning. The patients had a skin smear, saw 
a physiotherapist and then a counsellor. They 
then went home with their Multidrug therapy at 
the end of the day. It is truly amazing how far we        
have come”. 
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“Treating leprosy in its early stages 
is vital to prevent disability. Better 
diagnostic tools are the way forward. 
Catching the disease early is essential 
to stop the spread. It is paramount to 
ending leprosy.”

The biggest barrier to ending leprosy 
now is not the availability or even 
the affordability of the cure. Finding 
new cases of leprosy is still a 
huge obstacle in the countries we 
serve. Research shows that only 
five per cent of leprosy cases are 
being cured globally. There are 
still millions of people living with 
untreated leprosy today. These people 
desperately need a diagnosis so that 
they too can receive the cure. There 
is a real urgency for early diagnosis 
before disability sets in.

The number of new cases of leprosy 
diagnosed every year has remained 
fairly static over the last two decades, 
although there are differences among 
countries. One important indicator 
of ongoing transmission is the 
proportion of new cases detected in 
children under 15. These cases are on 
the increase.

Efforts to end leprosy will now 
depend on a better understanding 
of the transmission of the disease 
and new tools that will stop people 
passing on the disease in its early 
stages. Dr Premal says the focus 
needs to be on new diagnostic tools 
that will show who has been infected 
by leprosy – and how.

“The challenge now is that we need 
more new drugs and treatments,” said 
Dr Premal. “We need to be prepared 
for resistance to the Multidrug therapy 
medicines”. When we talk about the 
cure for leprosy, many people want 
to know when there will be a vaccine 
for the disease. “The Covid vaccines 
showed us how quickly drugs can 
be developed and approved,” said 
Dr Premal. “But that is if there is 
finance and political intent behind 
them. Leprosy is not like Covid. It’s a 
poor person’s disease affecting poor 
countries, and therefore low priority”. 
We need more resources to ensure 
those with leprosy are not left behind.

PRAYER 
POINT  

Give thanks for MDT 
and for all those who 
have been cured from 
leprosy. Please pray 
for more Doctors and 
Researchers to come to 
TLM, and the financial 
resources needed – 
that we can find better 
treatments and testing 
to find and cure leprosy 
even faster!

Therefore I tell 
you, whatever 
you ask for in 
prayer, believe 
that you have 
received it, and it 
will be yours. 
Mark 11:24 NIV

THE BATTLE TO 
END LEPROSY  

Thanks to you, enormous strides have 
been made in the battle to defeat leprosy. 
This year, together we celebrate 40 years 
of Multidrug therapy, the first effective cure. 
Multidrug therapy was a gamechanger. 
For the first time it was possible to cure 
leprosy once and for all. Previously, a 
lifetime of medication was required simply 
to ‘manage’ the disease. Multidrug therapy 
is a combination of three antibiotics, taken 
for six months to two years. After just two 
weeks, a person is no longer infectious. 
Back in 1982, the miracle trio brought with 
it a wealth of opportunity and a wave of 
optimism. It is important to stop and take 
stock as we progress on our mountainous 
challenge to end leprosy. 

16 MILLION PEOPLE 
HAVE BEEN CURED 
OF LEPROSY! 
A staggering 16 million people have 
been cured of the disease in the past 20 
years alone! Your support has enabled 
The Leprosy Mission to be a leading 
organisation in achieving this milestone. 
We praise God and give thanks that you 
are part of His mission. The battle to end 
leprosy is not over yet. We are so grateful 
for your partnership to transform lives and 
see an end to leprosy. 



The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland
Lagan House, 2a Queen’s Road
Lisburn BT27 4TZ

Telephone: 028 9262 9500
Email: info@tlm-ni.org
Website: www.tlm-ni.org
      Facebook.com/tlmni 
      instagram.com/theleprosymissionni

Registered Charity No: NIC106322 
A Company Limited by Guarantee registered in Northern Ireland No: NI640401

THE BIG 
LEPROSY 
MISSION TEA 
PARTY IN 
BELFAST!
Saturday 4th March, 10.30am 
Knockbreda Parish Church Hall, 
Belfast BT8 7AN 
(Parking on Purdy’s lane)

Book your place by emailing 
events@tlm-ni.org 

OR HOST YOUR 
OWN TEA PARTY 
AND RAISE VITAL 
FUNDS TO HELP 
THOSE WITH 
LEPROSY FLOURISH.
Get together with your friends, family, church or 
colleagues for a fundraising tea party! Try out your 
favourite cakes and biscuits and have fun while raising 
awareness over your favourite brew! National Tea Day 
is 21st April but you can hold yours whenever you like. 
Tea Party resources available from the office. 

Email info@tlm-ni.org to find out more and register 
your event.


