
Leprosy Sunday Resources  
Sermon Notes  

 

New Testament Reading  

1 Corinthians 3: 3-9  

You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarrelling among you, are you not worldly? Are 
you not acting like mere humans? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow 
Apollos,” are you not mere human beings? 

5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—
as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been 
making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, 
who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they 
will each be rewarded according to their own labour. 9 For we are co-workers in God’s service; you 
are God’s field, God’s building. 

 

 

Old Testament Reading  

Isaiah 49: 8-10 

 

8 This is what the Lord says: 

“In the time of my favour I will answer you, 

    and in the day of salvation I will help you; 

I will keep you and will make you 

    to be a covenant for the people, 

to restore the land 

    and to reassign its desolate inheritances, 

9 to say to the captives, ‘Come out,’ 

    and to those in darkness, ‘Be free!’ 

“They will feed beside the roads 

    and find pasture on every barren hill. 

10 They will neither hunger nor thirst, 

    nor will the desert heat or the sun beat down on them. 

He who has compassion on them will guide them 

    and lead them beside springs of water. 
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SLIDE 1 

From the outset let’s ask a big fundamental question… Tea or coffee? Isn’t it strange with coffee we 
focus so much on where the coffee is from, we know the country’s different climate and traditional 
growing methods allows us to enjoy different tastes and flavours. However, I wonder if many of you 
have ever thought about where your tea has come from? Have you ever wondered about the 
journey of your warm and uplifting cuppa? From leaf to pot what does it look like? 

The lush tea gardens of Bangladesh supply much of the tea leaves that brew our cuppas. However, 
amongst the vast rows of tea bushes is a devastating weed, which is choking the lives and potential 
of its workforce: Leprosy. 

It may be a shock for you to hear leprosy is still an issue in our world today. We read about Jesus 
healing those affected by leprosy in the Bible and we can easily assume it’s a thing of the past. That 
however is simply not the case. Leprosy is like the weed planted amongst the wheat by the enemy in 
Matthew 13. It takes root subtly and slowly; The enemy uses it to tell those affected they are 
unworthy, unloved and the lowest of the low. It chokes potential and their day to day lives. 

You may be thinking, surely leprosy doesn’t affect that many people? Again, that isn’t the case. 
There are nearly a quarter of a million newly diagnosed cases of leprosy every single year, [SLIDE 2] 
with 10% of those cases found in children.  

 

SLIDE 3 

That means every two minutes someone in our world hears the words ‘you have leprosy’. Those may 
be three short words but with them carries fear, stigma and shame.  

Leprosy is often a disease linked to poverty, effecting the poorest of the poor in our world. It thrives 
in areas where poor nutrition, overcrowding, shared wash facilities and low standards of living 
naturally lower people’s immune systems. 

 

SLIDE 4 

Leprosy works slowly, almost undetectable at the very start. Early symptoms start with light numb 
patches on the skin. It progresses by shortening tendons leaving clawed like hands and drop foot. It 
then destroys nerve endings in the hands, feet and face leaving those affected with no ability to feel 
pain anymore. The very feeling that protects us by alerting us to danger. If left untreated wounds 
and cuts progress to ulcers and infection and finally to permanent, irreversible and unnecessary 
disability. This should not be the case with a curable disease. Yet it is the case for so many, disability 
robbing them of their independence and freedom further adding to their feelings of hopelessness 
and isolation. 

However, this choking weed doesn’t stop there. The shame and social stigma attached to leprosy 
means people are still treated as outcasts. They are often pushed out of their communities and 
abandoned by their family. There are laws which prevent them from having certain jobs, marrying 
certain people or even their right to health care. Leprosy is not simply a disease - it is an injustice. It 
leaves desolation and destruction in the lives of those affected. However, we have the opportunity 
to stop it. To rip it out by the root, throw it on the furnace and stop it once and for all, allowing 
leprosy affected people to flourish.  
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SLIDE 5 

In the beautiful tea gardens of Bangladesh, where much of tea comes from, leprosy cases are higher 
than anywhere else in the world. Among the 600,000 people living in the tea communities, almost 
every family is affected by the disease, where leprosy cases are 20-30 times higher than the global 
average. 

 

SLIDE 6 

Aloka is one person amongst the 600,000, who has carried the fear and worry that leprosy brings, 
and who’s life has been drastically impacted by its effects. Let’s hear her story. 

 

[video SLIDE 7] 

 

SLIDE 8 

We are thankful that because of the care and support of people like you that Aloka has been found, 
cured and able to get more help. She joined a TLM self-help group in her area, where leprosy 
affected people come together to support and empower one another. This group was able to supply 
Aloka with a loan so she could buy goats to help cover gap in her lost wages, because of the 
devastating impact leprosy has had on her hands, helping her and her family to flourish.  

 

SLIDE 9  

Early diagnosis is key to avoiding long term and life altering effects of leprosy. If people are found 
and cured quickly leprosy can leave no lasting consequences. It’s as easy as that! There should be no 
independence and livelihood robbing disability, from a curable disease.  

 

SLIDE 10 

That is why the role of community health workers like Smita are so important to seek out cases and 
treat them early. Smita is inspired by Jesus to seek and care for those affected by leprosy.   

 

SLIDE 12 

In her words, ‘I want to honour God in my serving. People affected by leprosy deserve love and 
affection.’ By working in partnership with other charities, government health workers and local 
clinics, the search widens even further allowing more and more people to be found and to flourish. 

We here in Northern Ireland can adopt that same mentality and practice of partnerships and co-
workers that we see in Bangladesh, and our passage outlines this perfectly. In 1 Corinthians chapter 
3 we see Paul having to address misguided loyalty and tells them to focus on the master not the 
servant. At the same time, he uses the metaphor of planting and watering to explain service. To 
demonstrate we all have different gifts but we are led by the same spirit and working for the same 
purpose; to serve the master – Christ.  

This is a beautiful picture which we can apply to our missional service to those affected by leprosy. 
Because at a first glance we would probably say the planters and the water-ers are people like Smita. 
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That God uses people like her across the world to attend to the physical, mental, financial and social 
needs of those affected. And that is correct God uses her for His glory and brings growth and allows 
those affected to flourish.  

But remember verse 9 “We are co-workers in God’s service’. We are planters and water-ers too, it 
just looks a bit different. We give the little we have, whether that be donations, prayer or 
volunteering and God uses that for His glory. And like the passage in Isaiah 49 where God describes 
the restoration of Israel, God uses what we offer in service and takes what was one desolate and 
turns it to springs of water and sets those who were once captives free [if you have used the Old 
testament reading]. God uses what we plant and water and gives growth, abundance, flourishing 
and restoration. We are all co-workers working towards the same purpose, whether we are here in 
Northern Ireland or in Bangladesh, Nepal or Nigeria. 

The purpose and task we believe God has set before us at The Leprosy Mission is ending leprosy 
once and for all. And that isn’t just a big bold striking statement, this is possible! TLM have an 
ambitious goal of seeing zero leprosy transmission by 2035. We want to see that full restoration we 
read about in Isaiah, for future generations where leprosy is no longer an issue. To get there, we as 
co-workers need to help enable those affected to flourish. Flourishing Health where we can enable 
early detection to prevent disability. Flourishing communities and lives where we can break down 
stigma and fear. Flourishing livelihoods where people are supported and trained in new skills so they 
can be self-sufficient or loans to set up small businesses like Aloka did. We want to allow those 
affected to flourish in every aspect of life not just physical so they can be free from leprosy’s choking 
grip and live their lives to the fullest. This paves a way to a future without leprosy. How amazing 
would it be to say I was a part of that! To say I allowed future generations to flourish without the 
choking grip of leprosy?  

 

SLIDE 12 

This is a beautiful picture taken of church leaders in the tea gardens. They are learning how to spot 
leprosy symptoms and are receiving training on how to be more inclusive and welcoming to those 
affected by leprosy. This is a group of God’s people wanting to see restoration and wanting to plant 
and water in their context. 

 

SLIDE 13 

So my challenge to you is how will you plant and water to allow those affected to flourish? Will it be 
through prayer, praying for an end to leprosy and praying for restoration in the lives of those 
affected? Will it be through a gift? Something as little as £24 can find and cure someone like Aloka of 
their leprosy, that in itself is life changing.  

 

SLIDE 14 

I would love for you to consider becoming a regular giver. £10 a month over the course of a year 
could fund reconstructive surgery, giving someone like Aloka the function of their hands back. That 
would mean greater independence, secured livelihood, freedom and the opportunity to flourish. It 
would mean someone like Aloka doesn’t have to say, ‘I am over whelmed with worry’. When we 
think about it £10 a month is probably the equivalent to 4 cups of tea that we would buy in a café or 
coffee shop. Those cups of tea bring us a moment of comfort and uplift, however for the same 
amount it could completely change the life of someone like Aloka.  
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These things help and care for the immediate needs of those affected but paves a way to fullness of 
life and flourishing in the future as it works towards ending leprosy once and for all.  

So now when you are making your cups of tea think about where it comes from, think about people 
like Aloka and how we can be co-workers in making leprosy a thing of the past! 

 

  


