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Children’s address 

What do you want to be when your grow up? [allow time to take answers] What would you say if 

someone told you weren’t allowed to be [insert some of the answers you got]. You would be angry 

and sad, wouldn’t you? No one should be able to say what we can and cannot be when we are older. 

Unfortunately, this is often the case for boys and girls who have a disease called leprosy. Because 

leprosy often acts like a robber or a thief. It comes and steals things away. It steals simple things like 

being able to run and play with friends, or being able to write in school because it makes your hands 

and feet very sore. But it can also steal dreams from boys and girls, like what they want to be when 

they grow up. Because people with leprosy are often disliked by other people in their towns and 

villages, because they are afraid of them. So that means people with leprosy are often stopped from 

going to certain places or having a certain job. And this isn’t fair.  

So I want to ask you will you help us stop that robber or thief leprosy? Will you help catch it and give 

back the things it has stolen from people from around the world? [insert game here]  

How can you do that? There are lots of different ways you can help. You can pray for The Leprosy 

Mission that they can find people with leprosy really quickly before leprosy can steal anything. You 

can also tell other people about the thief leprosy so they can pray and help too. Your Sunday school 

or children’s church could also run a fundraiser and help raise money to stop the thief that is 

leprosy. There is nothing too small that you can do. Because if we all do something small together it 

can make a big impact.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Game/activity  

[If children are gathered at the front together you can add 

this game to the talk. If children aren’t at the front you 

can put it under any chair and ask adults to join in too. 

Simply print the picture in advance and stick it to the 

bottom of a random seat or area of the pew. It can also be 

stuck on a wall in the church. This can also be done in a 

Sunday school setting by hiding the picture somewhere in 

the room.  

Well, I first need to see if you are good at catching thieves 

before I give you this mission. There is a thief under one of 

your chairs so can you find him? OR the thief is hidden 

somewhere in the church can you find him? [give time for 

them to find].  

[once found] Great! Oh you are good at catching robbers, 

so I think I can ask you to help The Leprosy Mission. By 

catching the thief leprosy, you can help return things it has 

stolen from people affected, like going to school, having 

friends and having hopes and dreams for the future [you 

may want to show pictures of these things to visually show 

them] 
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You may also want to add a story of a leprosy affected girl to your talk. Meet Anju* (Pseudonym 

used) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leprosy could have stolen so much from Anju. Her dream is to become a doctor when she grows up 

because she wants to help others. Her mum and dad didn’t know much about leprosy, so missed the 

light patches on her skin; an early sign of the thief leprosy. A Leprosy Mission clinic came to the tea 

gardens where Anju lived. Her entire family got tested for leprosy. However, the doctor told Anju’s 

mum, Anju has leprosy. That’s a really scary thing to hear. Anju’s mum was worried that leprosy 

would rob Anju’s dream of being a doctor. Thankfully Anju’s leprosy was caught early. The doctors 

and nurses where like policemen and women and stopped leprosy before it could steal anything 

from her! Anju can still be a doctor when she grows up and, in the meantime, she can still do the 

things she loves, like helping her mum cook and running with her friends. You can help stop leprosy 

like the doctor’s and nurses that helped Anju. You can pray or raise money to help people like Anju. 

There are some great suggestions on how you can do this below.  
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Potential Fundraising ideas for Children  

Our job at TLM is to catch and stop the thief leprosy and help the people it has robbed 

from. We would love your help to do that! 

 

Smartie Tube Fund Raiser 

• Treat yourself to a tube of Smarties. Once you’ve eaten the yummy chocolate ask 

your family and friends to donate 20ps. Once you have filled your Smartie tube you 

will have raised roughly £5 to help stop the thief leprosy. 

 

Bake Sale 

• Organise a bake sale in your church or school and donate the money raised. 

 

Share-a-thon 

• Be kind and generous and volunteer to do chores around the house and get your 

parents, family and friends to sponsor you. 

 

Sponsored… 

• Use your feet to help catch the thief leprosy. Organise a walk, run or relay and ask 

family and friends to sponsor you to raise money for those with leprosy. You could 

even organise a sponsored game of hide and seek! 
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Activity for groups or Sunday school  

Quick, catch the thief leprosy in the tea gardens before it can steal anything! Find your way 

through the maze to catch the thief at the other side. Once you’ve caught him, write a 

prayer for those affected by leprosy, that leprosy wouldn’t rob anything else from them, like 

their hopes and dreams for the future. 

Prayer: 


