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Bible reading  

Revelation 21: 1-5a 

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 

of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud 

voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will 

dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He 

will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’[b] or mourning or crying or pain, 

for the old order of things has passed away.” 

5a He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” 

 

Sermon – approx. 20mins 

 

SLIDE 1 – opening slide 

 

SLIDE 2 

Autumn is my favourite time of the year. I look in amazement at the changing colours and at harvest 

time look at the abundance God has given us. When I think of how much beauty there is in creation, 

in our fallen world, it makes me wonder how much more beauty will there be in the new heaven and 

earth, where everything is restored, and the way intended? How amazing will that day be! But what 

if I told you, we could be used by God to help bring about a taste of that new world, where the pain 

and suffering of leprosy is no more. 

It may be difficult to imagine a world without leprosy when it’s not something we are confronted 

with on a daily basis. Maybe until now, you didn’t even know leprosy was still an issue in our world 

today.  

 

SLIDE 3 

Leprosy is like the thief we read in John 10:10 that comes in the night to steal, kill and destroy. 

Robbing those who suffer of their jobs, marriage prospects and their basic human rights. It works 

slowly, almost undetectable at the very start. Early symptoms start with light numb patches on the 

skin. It progresses by shortening tendons leaving clawed like hands and drop foot. It then destroys 

nerve endings in the hands, feet and face leaving those affected with no ability to feel pain anymore. 

The very feeling that protects us by alerting us to danger. If left untreated wounds and cuts progress 

to ulcers and infection and finally to permanent, irreversible, and unnecessary disability. This should 

not be the case with a curable disease. Yet it is the case for so many, disability robbing them of their 

independence and freedom further adding to the feelings of hopelessness and isolation. 
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For many suffering from leprosy, this is every day of their life. Pushed out of their communities and 

abandoned by their family. Laws in place which prevent them from having certain jobs, marrying 

certain people or even their right to health care.  

This doesn’t just affect a handful of people in our world, quite the opposite in fact. Nearly a quarter 

of a million people are newly diagnosed every single year, with [SLIDE 4] 10% of those cases found in 

children. [SLIDE 5] That means every 2 minutes someone in our world is told they have leprosy and 

50 children every single day.  

Behind every diagnosis is a person; a person with their own journey and feelings, with their own 

trauma. We could get caught up with the figures and numbers. But we see value in the one, the 

individuals, [SLIDE 6] so let me introduce you to Sunil so we can try to understand and catch a 

glimpse of what leprosy affected people face on a daily basis and what we can do about it. When we 

hear from Sunil let’s begin to imagine a world where the trails he encounters every day, are no 

longer issues, because it’s a world without leprosy.  

[Sunil video slide 7 – if you are unable to play video, Sunil’s story can be summarised from details in 

the video] 

 

SLIDE 8 

‘if you take medicine and get treatment early on leprosy is curable’ 

Early diagnosis is key to avoiding long term consequences and disability caused by leprosy. It’s that 

simple. Late diagnosis for Sunil meant irreversible nerve damage. Damage that can never be 

reversed and will need constant care and treatment. His story is just one of many.  

 

SLIDE 9  

Leprosy robbed a 21-year-old of his career. Manual labour would cause too many wounds and 

infections on his hands with no feeling. His lack of purpose left him feeling hopeless. You can hear 

his sadness, that sense of loss when he says 

‘Sometimes it feels like my life will be limited to only this’ 

 

Slide 10 

Thankfully Sunil got help and care with a new ground-breaking treatment that has been developed 

at Leprosy Mission’s Anandaban hospital in Nepal. This pioneering treatment is being led by Dr Indra 

Napit where he uses the white blood cells and platelets in a patient’s blood to create a gel. This uses 

the body’s own healing ability to reduce ulcer healing times from months to weeks. This treatment 

played such a vital role in Sunil’s recovery not just physically but mentally too. It has helped restore 

hope and purpose that leprosy had once stolen from Sunil’s life.  

We want to see full restoration in the lives of those affected by leprosy. Now there are things that 

can never be restored, whether that be physically with disability or rejection from family members, 

but your kindness and compassion can pave a way to restoration in the future. Where future 

generations aren’t plagued by the effects of leprosy because it’s no longer an issue.  
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TLM have the ambitious goal of zero leprosy transmission by 2035. So that vision of a world without 

leprosy is closer than you think. You can be part of God’s restoration plan and make leprosy a thing 

of the past! So, what does your world without leprosy look like?  

[play world without leprosy video slide 11 – if you are unable to play the video, you can pick your 

favourite statements from the video] 

 

SLIDE 12 

‘a foretaste of heaven where there’s no more sickness and no more tears’ 

At the start I asked you picture a taste of heaven on earth, where the pain and sickness of leprosy is 

no more. Well, that is what it will look like. 

That sentence is inspired by our reading from Revelation 21:4 which reads “He will wipe every tear 

from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 

things has passed away.” 

In this Chapter the writer is giving us a glimpse into the new heaven and earth. Where the old fallen 

ways have passed away and, because of Christ's sacrifice, we are able to join in the new life where 

pain and sorrow are defeated - what an amazing day that will be! 

But isn’t it exciting that God has given us the honour of helping to build His kingdom here on earth? 

That with Christ at the centre, we will be given a foretaste of that in our lifetime, where the sickness, 

pain and suffering of leprosy will be no more. That we will be the hands and feet of Jesus today and 

help wipe away the tears that leprosy has caused. Whether that be because of rejection, stigma, 

disability, stolen independence or out of fear. How amazing will it be when that day comes to say I 

was a part of doing that. I helped end leprosy once and for all. Leprosy has snatched so much from 

past and current generations, whether that be livelihoods, disability, or acceptance, but you can help 

restore what leprosy has stolen for the future generations.  

 

SLIDE 13 

You can be used by God and help make this world a reality for future generations. You can be part of 

God’s vision of restoration in the lives of those affected by leprosy. Your support can happen in 

different ways. It could be through a donation. Something as little as £24 could find and cure 

someone like Sunil from leprosy. That in itself is life changing. But you aren’t alone - maybe your 

church could join together and make an even bigger impact. A donation of £900 could pay a 

researcher’s salary for a month and ensure that ground-breaking research continues to help those 

most in need, just like Sunil. Your help can also be through prayer as we know it will only be God that 

brings this vision of a leprosy free world to fruition. It’s a big vision but we have a big God who is 

able.    

 

SLIDE 14 

There is one thing though that I would love for you to consider. Would you become a regular giver 

with TLM. Something as little as £6 a month would enable 3 people a year, just like Sunil to be found 

and cured from leprosy. Through £6 a month you become the seeker of the lost and forgotten. You 
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help build God’s Kingdom here on earth and bring that glimpse of Heaven to those affected by 

leprosy.  

 

SLIDE 15 

When you look around at creation this autumn stop and think about the world you could be a part of 

building. We are called to help restore what has been stolen and help wipe away the tear’s leprosy 

has caused. We are called to follow in the footsteps of Jesus to help and support the forgotten and 

oppressed. Because Jesus cured leprosy in his lifetime, and he is calling us to end it in ours.  

 


