
Leprosy Sunday Sermon Notes 2022 

Bible Passage; 

Luke 15:1-7 (NIV) 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 

them.” 

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses 

one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep 

until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. 

Then he calls his friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found 

my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over 

one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

 

SLIDE 1 

Have you ever lost something? You’ve maybe lost sight of your child in a busy shopping 

centre, or maybe gone to pay for something and can’t find your wallet? You know the 

dropping feeling in your stomach, the moment of dread and panic? Though how would you 

feel if you lost everything, through no fault of your own? What if the love of your family, 

your job, your freedom, independence, and place in society were all taken from you? You 

would feel outraged by the injustice, wouldn’t you? And so you should, there is nothing fair 

about that. You would feel disappointed, alone and hopeless. So how would you feel to hear 

that is often the case for those affected leprosy. Often the poorest of the poor in their 

communities already, yet leprosy doesn’t care about the little they have, it still wants to 

steal whatever is left. 

 

SLIDE 2 

Leprosy is like the thief we read in John 10:10 that comes in the night to steal, kill and 

destroy. Robbing those who suffer of their jobs, marriage prospects and their basic human 

rights. It works slowly, almost undetectable at the very start. Early symptoms start with light 

numb patches on the skin. It progresses by shortening tendons leaving clawed like hands 

and drop foot. It then destroys nerve endings in the hands, feet and face leaving those 

affected with no ability to feel pain anymore. The very feeling that protects us by alerting us 

to danger. If left untreated wounds and cuts progress to ulcers and infection and finally to 

permanent, irreversible and unnecessary disability. This should not be the case with a 

curable disease. Yet it is the case for so many, disability robbing them of their independence 

and freedom further adding to the feelings of hopelessness and isolation. 

Our new understanding of isolation and lack of freedom, as a result of Covid-19, may give us 

a slight insight into the life of a person affected by leprosy. We have experienced how a 

disease can cut us off from our family, friends and loved ones. We know the frustration of 
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restrictions and how they can prevent us from doing simple things like going to the shops or 

grabbing a coffee. 

For many suffering from leprosy, this is every day of their life. Pushed out of their 

communities and abandoned by their family. Laws which prevent them from having certain 

jobs, marrying certain people or even their right to health care. 

Until now you may not have known leprosy was an issue in our world today, or you may be 

thinking ‘well surely there aren’t that many people affected’. That unfortunately is not the 

case as nearly a quarter of a million people are newly diagnosed every single year, [SLIDE 3] 

with 10% of those cases found in children. [SLIDE 4] That means every 2 minutes someone 

in our world is told they have leprosy and 50 children every single day. That clock will keep 

ticking unless we do something about it. 

 

SLIDE 5 

Unfortunately, that clock kept ticking, even when lockdowns and restrictions due to Covid 

19 prevented many of our programmes from running. Ones that were aimed at spotting 

cases.  Spotting leprosy cases early is necessary to prevent unnecessary disability. The clock 

kept ticking for Maya over lockdown. Travel restrictions meant she couldn’t get to our 

hospital to receive her vital medication. Her leprosy progressed meaning she needed 

surgery. She feared for her future, for her education and her place in society. But she found 

hope. 

 

[play Maya video]  

 

SLIDE 6 

It is unfair that a curable disease can cause needless disability. It is unfair that a leprosy 

diagnosis can bring such fear and isolation.  Unless we stand up and say ‘no more’, the 

effects of this ancient and destructive disease will continue to rob and destroy lives. It is like 

a shadow on the wall, a reminder of what could have been.  A reminder of lost potential. 

Unless we become a voice for those who are often silenced, children like Maya and Sameer 

will continue to grow up in a world where their futures can be stolen from them, when their 

lives have barely just begun. We need to stop leprosy in it’s tracks and allow children’s 

dreams to become a reality.  

 

SLIDE 7 

Sameer is just another example of a child with big dreams for the future, and leprosy very 

nearly stole them from him. In his free time football was his favourite thing to play with his 

friends. But over time it was getting more difficult for Sameer to keep up with his friends. 
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Running wasn’t as easy as it used to be. Even trying to hold his pen in school was becoming 

difficult because his hands weren’t working like they used to. They were starting claw. Over 

time these simple things he used to love became impossible. Sameer, confused and 

frustrated, began to wonder what was happening to him. That’s when Sameer found out he 

had leprosy, a shocking and terrifying thing for anyone to hear, never mind a child.  

 

SLIDE 8 

He was treated for his leprosy and received the vital cure, known as MDT, to stop leprosy in 

its tracks.  

 

SLIDE 9 

He was then referred to a Leprosy Mission hospital in India where he received life changing 

treatment for his feet and hands and soon he should be able to walk, run and also have full 

function of his hands again.  

 

SLIDE 10 

He should be able to play football again with his friends. As amazing as it was for Sameer to 

be found and cured, leprosy still stole precious time from his childhood where he couldn’t 

do the things he loved. It snatched days and weeks of his education so he could receive 

treatment. His joy and hope filled childhood days were replaced with worry and fear. 

Leprosy could have stolen so much more and even his future potential if he didn’t get this 

essential care and support as quickly as he did. No child should have to experience the fear 

and isolation that leprosy brings. But with your help no child will. Because you can ensure 

that the lost potential of the past won’t be experienced by future generations. And how can 

we do that? By showing the same relentless love, care and compassion that the shepherd 

shows in our parable, and we know this reflects the heart of our heavenly Father. 

The shepherd in this passage went seeking for the ‘one’. He saw value in the individual and 

did not stop until that lost sheep was found. This passage is so short, and I think we can 

quickly be swept away in the process of seek, found, rejoice. But I want us to pause for a 

second and think about the journey between each of these stages. We have no idea how far 

this sheep had wandered but I imagine it was quite far. This shepherd driven by love and 

compassion scaled rugged terrain with threats from wild animals and drastic weather to 

contend with. He sought the one that was lost until it was found. Great, fantastic the sheep 

is found, job done! No, it’s not that easy, what about the journey back?  
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SLIDE 11 

Many artists and illustrators picture this shepherd picking up the sheep, hoisting it onto his 

shoulders and carrying it the entire journey back to the home. That journey home must 

have been difficult, tackling the same challenges he encountered on the way there, only this 

time with so much extra weight. Was that easy? No, of course not. But was it worth it? Of 

course, it was, we can see that through the rejoicing and celebrating in the passage. 

 

SLIDE 12 

Those affected by leprosy often feel lost not only by the isolation and loneliness, but they 

carry the feeling of loss on a daily basis. They feel the loss of identity because the name 

‘leper’ strips them on their personhood and reduces them merely to the disease in which 

they have. They feel the loss of inclusion in their communities and families and the loss of 

future potential. The heart of the Shepherd is the same heart that compels us at The 

Leprosy Mission, to persevere through the challenges, and trust me like so many others, we 

have encountered endless challenges over these past two years due to Covid. But we will 

not stop, like the shepherd we will keep seeking out the lost, lonely and vulnerable. Those 

affected by leprosy are often the poorest of the poor and at the bottom of the heap, but 

they have value in God’s eyes and ours, like that one sheep.  

 

SLIDE 13 

Sameer’s journey to recovery wasn’t an easy one. His family had to sacrifice so much for him 

to continue his treatment. They had to carry the weight and upheaval of appointment after 

appointment, of surgery, recovery, and physio. But Sameer was worth it, and his future was 

worth it. They did not give up, like the shepherd, and neither will we.  

 

SLIDE 14 

Your support could enable those affected to be found and cured. It could enable life 

changing reconstructive surgery for people like Sameer. It could ensure there is a hospital 

bed available for ongoing treatment and support. 

 

SLIDE 15 

These things are essential in Sameer’s journey and others like him. We can put a cost and a 

figure beside these things, but we cannot put a cost beside the worries, fears and upheaval 

that many families encounter on this journey. But knowing that you are there, supporting 

even from a distance, helps lighten that load. Your kindness, linked with others like you, 

creates a chain of support that reaches families like Sameer’s and helps carry some of the 

weight they carry on their journey.   
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Will you seek the lost? Will you help find ‘the one’ like Sameer and Maya so they can be 

cured, healed, and included? We will not stop until the world is free from leprosy. Until 

Children like Sameer and Maya aren’t at risk of having their dreams robbed.  

TLM have the ambitious goal of zero leprosy transmission by 2035. So that vision of a world 

without leprosy is closer than you think, and we need your help to make it a reality. Will you 

join us on this journey? Like our passage I am not saying that journey is easy. We have our 

destination in sight, but we need your help to carry the load to get there, to help carry the 

weight that families like Sameer’s are burdened by.   

When that world without leprosy is fulfilled wouldn’t it be amazing to join in the celebration 

and be able to say ‘I was a part of that’! I was a part of finding and curing the ‘one’. I was a 

part of restoring what was lost to leprosy and enabling healing in so many ways. I was apart 

enabling that individual to be welcomed back into the fold and be included in their 

community. What an honour it would be to say I played my part in carrying the load. Will 

you be the one to help end leprosy?  

Will your church be the one? We all need to help carry that responsibility. Your support can 

happen in different ways. It could be through a donation. It could be through prayer.  

 

SLIDE 16 

There is one thing though that I would love for you to consider. Would you become a 

regular giver with TLM. Something as little as £6 a month would enable 3 people a year, just 

like Sameer or Maya to be found and cured from leprosy. Through £6 a month you become 

the seeker of the lost and forgotten.  

 

SLIDE 17 

We are called to follow in the footsteps of Jesus to find the lost, the forgotten and 

oppressed. Because Jesus cured leprosy in his lifetime, and he is calling us to end it in ours.  

 

SLIDE 18 

That ticking clock we mentioned at the start is still ticking, that is roughly 13 people 

diagnosed with leprosy from the time I began talking [based on 25 min length talk]. So now 

is the time to partner with us, because together we will make leprosy a thing of the past.  

 

 

 

 

 


