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The front cover photo explained:
Meet	Meera.	Her	mother	and	she		were	both	diagnosed	and	treated	
for	leprosy	at	Purulia	Hospital	in	India.	They	are	just	two	of	the	
people	supported	by	our	Leprosy	Mission	Hospitals	around	the	
world.	Read	more	about	their	story	and	how	the	vital	services	they
received	from	our	hospitals	are	under	threat	on	pages	4	&	5.

The	Leprosy	Mission	Northern	Ireland	(TLMNI)	is	a	leprosy-focused	
Christian	organisation	that	works	internationally.	We	are	part	of	a	
Global	Fellowship,	comprising	Members	from	30	different	countries				
(as of 2020).
We	work	with	people	of	all	faiths	and	none	to	bring	about	the	defeat	of	leprosy	and	
transformation	in	the	lives	of	people	affected,	partnering	with	the	local	church	and	
other	stakeholders	such	as	our	valued	supporters,	and	local,	national,	and	international	
governments.	We	work	in	partnership	with	the	communities	that	are	affected	by	leprosy,
giving	them	a	voice	so	that	what	we	do	is	always	led	by	them.

TLMNI	is	a	signatory	of	DOCHAS	Code	of	conduct	on	images	and	messages.	By	signing	
the	Code,	we	commit	to	a	set	of	principles,	ensuring	that	we	will	avoid	stereotypical	or	
sensational	images,	respect	the	dignity	and	equality	of	all	people	portrayed	and	promote	
fairness,	solidarity	and	justice	through	all	our	communications.	TLMNI	also	agrees	a	number	of	
commitments	to	ensure	the	Code’s	principles	are	implemented	throughout	all	activities	of	our	
organisation.	For	further	information	about	the	code	see	www.dochas.ie/sites/default/files/
Images_and_Messages.pdf

We	would	love	to	hear	from	you!	Your	comments	and	feedback	on	all	of	our	communications	
are	greatly	appreciated	because	only	you	can	tell	us	how	we	come	across	and	how	you	feel	
about	the	people	and	issues	we	portray.	For	further	information	about	our	feedback	process	
please	see	www.tlm-ni.org or	contact	the	office	on	028 9262 9500.

Contact us
Meet the TLMNI team: L-R Rebecca, Joanne, Joy and Hazel

Leprosy	still	exists.	Over	200,000	people	are	
still	being	diagnosed	with	the	disease	each	
year.	The	first	signs	of	leprosy	are	nodules	
or	pale	or	reddish	patches	on	the	skin.	It’s	
a	mildly	infectious	disease	and	a	cure	is	
available;	in	most	cases	it	is	easily	treated	
with	a	simple	course	of	antibiotics.	However,	
if	leprosy	is	not	treated	early	enough,	the	
bacteria	attack	the	nerves	leading	to	loss	
of	sensation	in	the	hands	and	feet	which	
can	result	in	disability.	Globally,	around	five	
million	people	live	with	the	consequences	
of	leprosy.	

Leprosy	is	most	common	in	places	of	
poverty	–	overcrowding	and	poor	nutrition	
mean	people’s	immune	systems	are	not	
strong	and	they	are	less	able	to	fight	the	
disease.

The	Leprosy	Mission	Northern	Ireland	
funds	and	supports	projects	in	Bangladesh,	
Ethiopia,	India,	Nepal,	Nigeria	and	Tanzania.	
These	projects	include	housing,	hospitals,	
education,	community	healthcare,	
vocational	training	and	rehabilitation.

What is 
LEPROSY?



Dear Friend

A	lot	has	changed	in	the	world	since	the	last	edition	
of	this	magazine	and	since	we	have	met	face	to	face.	
There	have	been	many	difficulties	and	challenges	
for	us	all.	We	have	been	praying	for	you	and	trust	
that	you	are	safe	and	well.	As	we	adjust	and	adapt	
to	the	‘new	normal’,	and	to	meet	the	changing	needs	
of	people	with	leprosy,	I	am	delighted	to	bring	you	
updates	from	our	local	office	and	the	field	where	your	
support,	more	than	ever,	remains	critical.

As	we	approach	autumn	and	harvest	my	heart	is	
thankful.	I	am	grateful	for	you,	your	prayers	and	
your	generosity	and	the	ongoing	support	that	we	
have	received	over	the	last	number	of	months.	I	
am	thankful	for	our	NHS	and	for	the	support	of	UK	
government	who	has	provided	financial	support	
through	schemes,	such	as	Coronavirus	Job	Retention	
Scheme,	that	have	been	a	lifeline	to	many	businesses	
and	charities,	like	TLM,	at	a	time	when	funds	and	
income	have	significantly	decreased.	Our	team	has	
been	operating	on	a	rolling	furlough	to	minimise	the	
impact	of	coronavirus	on	our	budgets	and,	whilst	this	
has	brought	its’	own	set	of	challenges,	has	helped	to	
ensure	that	the	maximum	funds	can	be	directed	to	the	
people	who	need	them	most.

We	know	from	speaking	to	our	partners	in	Asia	and	
Africa	that	the	most	vulnerable	in	the	world	are	being	
hit	hardest	by	COVID-19.	Unfortunately,	they	don’t	
have	the	safety	nets	in	place	that	we	do	in	Northern	
Ireland,	so	we	have	been	adapting	our	outreach	
to	meet	their	basic	needs	as	well	as	continuing	to	
provide	critical	healthcare.

Your	generosity	has	supported	these	efforts	to	help	
raise	awareness	about	COVID	19,	to	provide	PPE	to	
healthcare	workers	and	food	parcels	to	many	who	are	
no	longer	able	to	work.	Your	sustained	support	will	
help	us	to	keep	our	hospitals	open	and	functioning,	

retain	our	skilled	doctors,	nurses	and	support	teams	
and	to	help	us	to	continue	to	find	all	of	the	cases	of	
leprosy	that	have	gone	untreated	over	recent	months	
(Read more on pages 4 & 5).

Our	normal	ways	of	engagement	have	had	to	change	
over	recent	months,	and	it	has	been	difficult	not	
to	meet	face-to-face.	We	are	disappointed	that	our	
annual	Christmas	Fair	and	Coffee	morning	and	World	
Leprosy	Sunday	service	will	not	occur.	We	look	
forward	to	the	time	we	can	do	these	things	again	
safely!	

We	continue	to	work	hard	behind	the	scenes	and	
there	are	a	variety	of	online	resources	that	will	keep	
you	connected	–	albeit	virtually	(Read more on page 
7).	You	can	also	donate	safely	and	securely	online	or	
by	calling	the	office	to	make	a	card	payment	or	bank	
transfer.	Thank	you	to	those	who	are	already	doing	
that.	This	is	the	most	efficient	and	cost-effective	way	
of	donating,	helping	to	keep	admin	costs	as	low	as	
possible.

At	this	time,	your	financial	support	has	been	like	gifts	
from	heaven.	Read	on	page	9	how	the	timing	of	one	
person’s	legacy	gift	was	a	direct	answer	to	prayer	and	
a	reminder	that	God	knows	our	needs	before	we	ask	
Him.	May	you	be	assured	of	that	too!

Reaching	out	to	you	through	prayer	and	love.

Joanne Briggs,	
National	Director	
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Director’s 
Notebook

Joanne Briggs, 
National Director TLMNI.

We	give	thanks	for	all	who	faithfully	pray	and	financially	support	
The	Leprosy	Mission	Northern	Ireland.	Their	support	grows	
seeds	of	love,	hope	and	change	to	be	sown	in	the	lives	and	
communities	affected	by	leprosy.	We	pray	that	we	continue	to	
tend	and	nurture	our	friendships	and	communities	so	that	we	
can	reap	the	benefits.



04			Tending the crop

“Let	us	not	become	weary	in	
doing	good,	for	at	the	proper	
time	we	will	reap	a	harvest	if	
we	do	not	give	up.”	
Galatians	6:9	(NIV)		

Your	support	helps	to	protect	
them	from	serious	funding	cuts	
during	COVID-19	and	ensure	that	
they	continue	to	serve	those	with	
leprosy	after	this	crisis	is	over	

Leprosy	Mission	Hospitals	are	a	critical	part	
of	our	ongoing	work	to	support	people	with	
leprosy	and	save	lives.	Over	the	years,	your	
donations	have	sustained	their	work	to	
provide	specialist	skills	and	treatment,	to	
train	and	develop	doctors	and	nurses	and	
to	provide	a	critical	haven	for	people	with	
leprosy	seeking	help.	

TLMNI	supports	these	specialised	care	
centres	in	India,	Tanzania,	Nepal	and	others	
and	we	have	seen	the	important	work	they	
do	in	terms	of	diagnosing,	treating	and	
providing	after	care	for	people	with	leprosy.	

Laxmi,	from	India,	is	just	one	of	the	

hundreds	of	people	who	have	had	their	lives	
transformed	because	of	a	Leprosy	Mission	
Hospital.

She	spent	several	months	trying	to	get	
the	assistance	she	so	desperately	needed	
but	nobody	would	help	her.	Eventually	
she	managed	to	make	her	way	to	Purulia	
Hospital.	It	was	there	that	she	was	
diagnosed	with	leprosy	and	treated.	

Before	she	arrived	at	Purulia	Hospital	
Laxmi	had	suffered	so	much	discrimination,	
hurt	and	rejection.	Her	family	and	friends	
believed	that	leprosy	is	a	curse.	When	she	
touched	a	water	pipe	in	the	village,	people	
refused	to	use	the	water	pipe	ever	again.	
They	were	too	afraid.

When	she	plucked	up	the	courage	to	attend	
her	sister-in-law’s	wedding,	she	was	beaten	
by	a	member	of	her	own	family	simply	
because	of	her	leprosy.

Leprosy 
Mission Hospitals 
A beacon of hope

She	continues	to	be	welcomed	at	Purulia	
Hospital.	Each	time	she	receives	incredible	
care	and	support	from	the	kind	and	devoted	
staff.	

Leprosy	Mission	Hospitals	are	a	key	
building	block	of	our	strategy	to	have	zero	
transmission	and	zero	leprosy	disability	
within	our	lifetime.

It	is	therefore	particularly	concerning	that	the	
current	global	pandemic	and	the	redirection	
of	funds	to	its	treatment	is	leaving	our	
specialised	units	without	adequate	funds.	
Purulia	Leprosy	Mission	Hospital,	situated	
in	a	large	rural	area	in	India	which	is	very	
poor,	is	facing	a	significant	shortfall	in	funds	
this	year.

If	we	can’t	make	up	these	budget	deficits,	
we	risk	losing	the	very	specialist	doctors	and	
nurses	who	have	spent	years	training	to	treat	
the	impact	of	this	disease.	It	will	also	leave	
people	like	Laxmi	without	a	safe	haven.
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The new outpatients department at Purulia Hospital in West Bengal which opened in 2017, thanks to the 
generous support of people like you. The hospital is facing a shortfall of £58,000 this year. P
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Laxmi was treated at a Leprosy Mission Hospital 
– it was the first place she was able to find help. 
She stayed there with her two daughters, Princy (4 
months old) and Kushi Ormilla who is 8 years old.
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Ask	God	that,	through	your	gifts	and	our	dedicated	
healthcare	workers,	we	can	keep	our	critical	
hospitals	open	and	available	to	people	with	
leprosy	who	have	nowhere	else	to	go.

How your 
support 
remains 
critical
COVID-19	is	threatening	the	
survival	of	these	centres	
of	excellence.	The	urgent	
response	needed	to	meet	the	
threat	of	coronavirus	has	meant	
that	Leprosy	Mission	Hospitals	
are	facing	a	shortfall	in	funds.	

We	need	your	help	to	keep	Leprosy	
Mission	Hospitals	running	and	continue	
to	save	lives.	As	the	COVID-19	pandemic	
continues	to	impact	our	world	we	are	
asking	you	again	not	to	forget	people	
affected	by	leprosy	at	this	difficult	time.	
Without	your	help	people	affected	by	
leprosy	will	have	nowhere	else	to	go.

A donation of just £24 will provide care 
and treatment for someone like Meera 
and Laxmi and could change many lives 
now and for many years to come. 

You can safely and securely donate 
online	www.tlm-ni.org/donate

Just	over	a	year	ago	she	was	brought	
to	Purulia	Hospital	by	her	parents	and	
on	the	advice	of	her	local	doctor.	She	
tested	positively	for	leprosy	and	is	
now	being	treated	and	recovering	well.	
Doctors	found	patches	of	the	disease	
on	her	face	and	in	her	fingers.

Her	diagnosis	has	been	a	blessing	for	
the	whole	family	as	leprosy	was	also	
diagnosed	in	her	mother	and	her	older	
sister.	Her	mother’s	leprosy	had	gone	
untreated	for	more	than	five	years	and	
during	that	time	she	had	potentially	
been	spreading	the	disease.	

They	are	now	all	on	medication	to	
treat	leprosy	and	the	family	are	back	

Purulia Hospital 
cared for Meera

to	normal	life.	They	still	visit	Purulia	
Hospital	regularly	for	check-ups	with	
doctors.	The	staff	also	use	it	as	an	
opportunity	to	support	them	with	‘self-
care’	and	to	provide	counselling	for	any	
potential	discrimination	they	may	face.		

Purulia	is	just	one	of	the	Leprosy	
Mission	Hospitals	operating	around	the	
world	with	teams	of	specialised	and	
dedicated	staff	who	are	available	to	
diagnose,	treat	and	support	people	like	
Meera	and	her	family.	We	need	to	keep	
these	places	of	refuge	and	expertise	
open	if	we	are	to	continue	to	realise	
our	goal	of	ending	leprosy	within	our	
lifetime.	

Meera was due to start school this 
year but they were closed due to 
COVID-19. The hospital staff started 
to teach her letters and numbers 
with this picture book.

Meera	is	a	bright	bubbly	six	year	old	who	is	always	keeping	the	
other	patients	on	her	hospital	ward	cheerful.	



06			Seeds of change

“One	person	gives	
freely,	yet	gains	
even	more;	another	
withholds	unduly,	but	
comes	to	poverty.	A	
generous	person	will	
prosper;	whoever	
refreshes	others	will	
be	refreshed.”	
Proverbs	11:24-25	(NIV)		

Rebecca Parnell, Church Partnership Officer at 
TLMNI, explaining how we can continue to ‘serve 
from our sofas’ via our series of online podcasts.

If you currently receive a 
paper copy of this magazine 
and PRAYERFUEL but you’d like 

to receive it electronically 
in future – let us know. The 

electronic copy is easy to read 
on your computer or tablet and 

helps us to reduce printing 
costs. You can also forward it 
on to friends and family! Many 
of our church leaders also find 
the digital copy useful as they 

can share it via their 
Facebook page. 

Contact us on info@tlm-ni.org 
to let us know if you want an 

electronic copy in future.

Remember: If	you’d	prefer	to	receive	communications	
from	us	by	email	rather	than	post,	you	can	let	us	know	at	
info@tlm-ni.org or	call	us	on	028 9262 9500 

One	thing	that	COVID	has	made	us	realise	is	the	strength	of	
bonds	that	tie	our	communities	together.	Through	our	collective	
efforts	we	become	much	stronger	and	more	effective.

Harvesting a 
new digital 
approach

We’ve	seen	it	here	in	Northern	Ireland	
with	large	numbers	of	people	volunteering	
to	support	their	neighbours	and	wider	
communities	by	picking	up	shopping	and	
prescriptions	during	lockdown.	We’ve	seen	
people	adapting	how	they	keep	in	touch	
and	supporting	people	who	may	have	felt	
isolated	or	lonely.		

2020	has	been	a	year	of	great	upheaval	
and	change.	At	TLMNI,	we	too	have	had	
to	grow	and	adapt	in	order	to	meet	the	
needs	of	our	community	as	our	normal	
engagement	activities	can	no	longer	
be	delivered	in	current	circumstances.	
With	events	and	speaking	engagements	
cancelled	we’ve	had	to	change	how	we	
communicate	with	those	closest	to	us	and	
find	different	ways	to	connect	and	raise	
support.	

But	now	the	seeds	of	change	have	been	
sown,	we	want	to	nurture	this	new	more	
digital	approach	and	we’d	like	you	to	join	
us.	Like	many	of	our	activities,	we	need	
to	find	new	ways	to	meet,	talk	and	pray	
together.	We	have	been	preparing	new	
online	resources	for	church	groups,	prayer	
groups	and	online	sermons,	all	of	which	
individuals	can	access	and	enjoy	too.

If	you	haven’t	already	been	using	some	of	
the	videos	and	recordings	we	have	online,	
why	not	make	some	time	to	have	a	look	at	
what	is	available	and	gather	some	fresh	
inspiration:

Harvest resources
We	have	pulled	together	a	number	of	
different	lengths	of	sermon,	prayers	and	
resources	for	children’s	groups.	All	of	
which	you	can	easily	incorporate	into	your	
services	and	meetings.

Podcasts
We	hope	that	you’ve	had	a	chance	to	
listen	to	our	series	of	podcasts	–	four	
short	radio	style	broadcasts	on	the	
theme	of	‘Serve	from	your	Sofa’.	Mission	
teams	may	have	been	cancelled	over	the	
summer,	but	we	can	still	reach	out	to	
those	in	need	every	day.

Online sermon
Perhaps	your	church	included	our	online	
sermon	in	one	of	its	services?	Or	some	
of	our	prayer	points?	We	have	been	
finding	new	ways	to	remain	part	of	your	
weekly	service.	We	will	have	new	online	
resources	that	can	be	incorporated	into	
your	services	for	this	year’s	Harvest	
celebration.	You	will	find	them	on	our	
website.

Social media
Find	us	on	Facebook	or	on	our	website	
and	you	can	follow	our	work	around	
the	world	and	keep	up	to	date	with	how	
your	support	is	making	a	difference.			
facebook.com/TLMNI

Online Giving
We	are	very	grateful	for	the	all	the	
support	you	give	to	us.	Donating	online	
via	our	website	or	via	our	Facebook	page	
is	quick,	safe	and	easy.	It	also	helps	to	
keep	admin	costs	down.

You	can	access	all	these	resources	from	
our	website www.tlm-ni.org 



Brent Morgan, International Director, met this man and his 
son, both of whom had leprosy, in Mawlamyine Christian 
Leprosy Hospital in Myanmar.

Dear	Lord,	help	us	
always	to	be		thankful	
and	respectful	of	others	
and	give	us	the	courage	
to	challenge	those	who	
are	not.	

Brent	Morgan,	International	
Director	of	The	Leprosy	Mission,	
explains	why:

“Since	the	global	pandemic	began	earlier	
this	year,	there	have	been	many	news	
reports	of	people	claiming	that	catching	
COVID-19	left	them	feeling	like	‘lepers’	as	
their	communities	stayed	away	from	them.	
We’ve	seen	frontline	staff	claiming	the	same.	

“Throughout	history,	the	odious	term	‘leper’	
has	been	used	as	an	insult	to	those	affected	
by	leprosy.	No	person	should	ever	use	the	
term	‘leper’.	There	are	terrible	words	and	
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Leprosy should not be 
compared to COVID-19

Unlike COVID-19, leprosy is 
not highly contagious. It is a 
mildly infectious disease that 
95% of the world’s population 
is immune to and any leprosy 
patient who has undergone 
treatment for 72 hours is no 
longer contagious.

phrases	used	all	over	the	world	that	are	
meant	to	insult	and	subjugate	minority	
groups.	Most	have	now	been	rightfully	
banished	from	polite	company.	

“Unfortunately,	the	term	‘leper’	is	one	term	
that	too	often	escapes	public	scrutiny.	This	
term	offends	people	affected	by	leprosy.	Not	
only	that,	but	it	is	used	in	anger	and	disgust	
in	communities	affected	by	leprosy	across	
the	world	to	confer	upon	people	affected	by	
leprosy	a	sense	of	uncleanness.	Whenever	
this	term	is	used,	it	makes	people	affected	
by	leprosy	second-class	citizens.	If	you’ve	
ever	spoken	to	a	person	affected	by	leprosy	
about	what	it	feels	like	when	people	use	

Fact:

The	role	of	the	Church	Representative	provides	a	vital	link	between	
the	congregation	and	The	Leprosy	Mission.	No	previous	experience	is	
necessary	as	full	support	and	guidance	is	provided.

You	would	play	a	key	role	in	spreading	our	message	in	your	church	
and	amongst	your	network	via	prayer	groups,	schools	or	community	
organisations.	In	doing	so,	you	will	help	raise	awareness,	critical	funds	
and	encourage	prayer	support	by	sharing	the	needs	of	those	affected	
by	leprosy.

If	you,	or	someone	you	know,	is	interested	in	getting	involved	then	
contact	Rebecca	on	028 9262 9500	or	rebecca@tlm-ni.org	or	visit	
www.tlm-ni.org/how-you-can-help/volunteer

Become a voice for leprosy
We	are	looking	for	new	volunteers	to	become	a	voice	
for	leprosy	in	your	church	and	local	community.

this	term	against	them,	you’ll	know	that	it’s	
heart-breaking.

“The	term	creates	stigma	and	this	stigma	
means	that	people	affected	by	leprosy	have	
their	rights	stolen	from	them.	They	struggle	
to	access	safe	housing,	jobs,	community,	
and	even	their	families.	No	term	that	can	
have	such	a	horrible	impact	should	ever	be	
used.

“We	ask	you	to	support	our	bid	to	be	
careful	with	the	language	that	we	use	and	
to	consign	this	stigma	to	history.”



Seasons’ greetings 
from TLMNI

08			Sowing and reaping 

“Every	good	and	perfect	gift	is	from	above,	coming	
down	from	the	Father	of	the	heavenly	lights,	who	
does	not	change	like	shifting	shadows.”
James	1:17	(NIV)	

Can	you	believe	it’s	that	
time	of	the	year	again?	The	
nights	are	drawing	in,	the	
heating	is	back	on	so	yes,	
Christmas	must	just	be	
round	the	corner!

Things	will	be	a	bit	different	this	year	but	
here’s	what	we’ve	put	in	place	to	make	
sure	that	you	can	still	buy	your	Leprosy	
Mission	cards	and	gifts.

TLM Catalogue 
Our	Autumn/Winter	catalogue	with	our	
full	range	of	cards,	toys,	gifts	and	books	
should	have	been	posted	to	your	door.	If	
you	don’t	usually	receive	the	catalogue	
but	would	like	to	receive	a	copy,	just	give	
us	a	call	on	
028 9262 9500	or	email	
info@tlm-ni.org	and	we’ll	arrange	to	
have	one	sent	out.	

Alternatively,	you	can	access	and	order	
from	our	catalogue	online	by	going	to	
www.tlmtrading.com/interactive-
catalogue

The Leprosy 
Mission
Home Shopping

Leprosy defeated, lives transformed!

Autumn/Winter 2020

£4 Standard  
UK Delivery

Only £4

FREE UK Standard delivery 
on orders over £50

No Quibble 
Returns

100s of great gift ideas all with...

) 8   0330 124 2668             www.tlmtrading.com

Ladies’ Gifts - p59-65

NEW

“Many times my heart has been broken. 
Today my life is full and happy.” 
See page 2 100s of 

great gift 
ideas inside 

& more 
online

Christmas Cards & Advent - p4-17

NEW
TLM

Exclusive!

Books - p32-33, 36-47

NEW

TLM
Exclusive!

Our Christmas           
Shop is open
As	we	won’t	be	out	and	about	as	much	this	
Autumn,	you	have	two	options	to	pick	up	
your	usual	goodies:

As	Government	guidelines	permit,	our	
Christmas	Shop	(at the TLMNI office in 
Lisburn)	is	open	with	a	limited	amount	of	
stock.	We	have	put	in	place	measures	that	
prioritise	your	health	and	safety	and	to	
ensure	social	distancing.	You	are	welcome	
to	call	or	send	a	representative	from	your	
church	or	group	to	pick	up	cards,	napkins	or	
small	gifts.	Please	call	ahead	on	
028 9262 9500 to	let	us	know	if	you	are	
planning	to	visit.

A	full	range	of	cards	and	gifts	can	be	viewed	
and	ordered	directly	online	by	going	to				
www.tlmtrading.com/interactive-catalogue	
and	they	will	be	delivered	directly	to	your	
door.	This	is	a	quick,	easy	and	secure	way	
to	buy.	Alternatively,	you	can	order	over	the	
telephone	on	0330 124 2668.	Our	customer	
services	team	are	available	to	take	your	
order	and	payment.	In	both	cases,	you	can	
also	add	a	donation	to	your	order	ensuring	
more	support	goes	towards	those	who	need	
it	most.

Exclusive card and stationery designs, 
including TLM’s own best-selling greetings 
card range, Sunday start diaries & TLM 
calendars available to buy.

Give a Gift of Life 
And	if	you’re	struggling	to	find	the	perfect	
gift	for	friends	or	family	who	have	everything	
or	for	someone	who	you	might	not	see	in	
person	this	year,	why	not	order	one	of	our	
Gifts	for	Life?	A	donation	that	you	make	to	
The	Leprosy	Mission	on	behalf	of	your	loved	
one.	Just	follow	these	simple	steps:

1.	 	Choose	the	amount	you	want	to	spend	
and	the	most	appropriate	gift	from	our	
selection	at	www.tlmtrading.com/gifts-
for-life.	All	of	them	have	a	life-changing	
impact,	helping	leprosy-affected	people	
across	the	world.	You	can	choose	a	
gift	such	as	free-range	chickens,	tools,	
sandals,	a	physiotherapy	treatment	or	
school	materials.

2.	 	We	will	send	you	a	card	which	you	can	
personalise,	or	you	can	send	an	e-card	
directly	to	your	recipient.

3.	 	The	card	contains	details	on	how	your	
chosen	gift	will	change	lives

4.	 	You	can	relax	in	the	knowledge	that	
every	penny	from	your	gift	will	make	a	
positive	difference	to	the	lives	of	those	
affected	by	leprosy.

You	can	order	your	Gift	of	Life	directly	from	
www.tlmtrading.com	or	from	the	TLM	
catalogue.

Just some of the Gift of Life options available. All of them 
have a life-changing impact, helping leprosy-affected 
people across the world. 
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We	give	thanks	for	all	those	who	have	left	a	gift	in	their	
will	and	others	like	them.	For	those	who	have	died,	
may	the	grief	of	their	families	and	those	who	love	them	
be	eased	with	the	knowledge	that	their	memory	lives	
on	through	the	power	of	their	gift	and	how	it	continues	
to	transform	lives.

An act of kindness: 
Leaving a gift in 
your will
Joanne	Briggs	shares	a	very	
personal	story	of	how	one	
person’s	gift	felt	like	a	‘gift	
from	God’.
“My	role	within	TLMNI	involves	raising	
funds	for	those	affected	by	leprosy	so	
you	may	find	it	surprising	that	one	recent	
donation	moved	me	to	tears.	But	let	me	
explain	the	context.	

We	were	a	few	weeks	into	lockdown.	All	
of	our	events,	speaking	engagements	
and	carefully	made	plans	for	the	year	had	
been	cancelled	or	postponed.	I	was	trying	
to	figure	out	how	we	could	continue	to	
finance	the	commitments	that	we	had	
made	to	projects	around	the	world.

“With	the	knowledge	that	people	with	
leprosy	were	likely	to	be	extremely	hard	
hit,	I	was	feeling	under	pressure	not	to	
pull	back	on	our	projects.		There	were	
such	real	needs	on	the	ground	but	at	the	
same	time	I	knew	that	it	would	be	many	
months	before	we	could	organise	further	
events	and	with	church	giving	down	by	
nearly	50%,	how	could	we	give	to	those	
in	need	what	we	did	not	have?	

“With	a	heavy	heart,	I	started	to	revise	
my	budgets.	I	then	opened	my	mail	and	
found	a	notification	about	a	legacy	donor.	
Someone,	just	like	you	and	me,	had	
decided	to	remember	those	with	leprosy	
in	their	will.	The	tears	welled	in	my	eyes.	

“This	person	many	years	ago	had	written	
The	Leprosy	Mission	into	their	will.	In	the	
time	following	their	death,	their	donation	
had	passed	through	the	legal	process	
and	the	funds	arrived	at	the	most	perfect	

Joanne Briggs, National Director at TLMNI 
reveals ‘God’s perfect timing in our hour of 
need.’

Event 
cancellations: 
New virtual dates 
for your diary
It	was	with	heavy	heart	that	we	took	the	
decision	to	cancel	our	2020	Christmas	Fair	and	
Coffee	Morning	(8th November) and	our	2021	
World	Leprosy	Sunday	service (31st January).	
We	know	that	this	is	the	right	decision	to	keep	
everyone	safe	and	we	are	very	thankful	for	your	
understanding.	We	hope	that	you	will	avail	of	
some	of	the	other	ways	that	we	have	outlined	in	
this	magazine	to	keep	in	touch	and	continue	your	
much	needed	support	by	buying	your	cards	and	
gifts	online	and	continuing	to	give	digitally.

Saturday 7th November

Christmas Fair 
& Coffee Morning 

NEW DIARY DATE 
Saturday 7th November 
10.30-11.30am

Cuppa For A Cure 
(via zoom)
Join	us	via	video	conference	for	a	morning	coffee	
break	and	hear	updates	from	the	field	and	how	
your	support	is	making	a	vital	difference.	The	
online	Christmas	catalogue	will	also	be	promoted	
and	we	will	show	you	how	easy,	safe	and	secure	
it	is	to	purchase	your	Christmas	cards	and	gifts	
online.

Follow	us	on	Facebook	for	more	details	or	contact	
us	on	info@tlm-ni.org	or	028 9262 9500	to	
register	your	interest	or	sign	up.

Sunday 31st January 

World Leprosy 
Sunday Service
However,	we	will	be	providing	online	resources	
at	the	start	of	2021	in	addition	to	the	existing	
sermons	and	prayers	available	on	our	website	
that	we	would	encourage	you	to	incorporate	into	
your	services	and	ensure	that	we	continue	to	mark	
Leprosy	Sunday	together.	We	still	hope	that	staff	
and	volunteer	speakers	will	be	able	to	attend	your	
service	so	give	us	a	call	and	we	can	chat	through	
the	details.

moment.	It	certainly	felt	like	divine	
intervention!	God’s	perfect	timing	in	our	
hour	of	need!	

I	am	always	humbled	when	people	
give	what	they	can	to	help	those	less	
fortunate	than	themselves.		Leaving	a	
gift	in	your	will	gives	you	the	chance	to	
continue	to	change	the	lives	of	people	
affected	by	leprosy	for	generations	
to	come.	The	gifts	of	those	long	since	
passed	are	helping	to	cure,	heal	and	
restore	people	with	leprosy	today.

TLMNI	has	partnerships	with	Will	to	
Give	and	with	the	free	online	will	writing	
service	Bequeathed:	These	are	both	
great	places,	full	of	useful	advice	and	
resources	for	anyone	writing	their	will:

•	 Willtogive.org

•	 Bequeathed.org	

When	writing	your	will,	you	should	also	
seek	the	advice	of	legal	professionals.	If	
you	would	like	more	information	about	
leaving	a	gift	in	your	will	to	The	Leprosy	
Mission,	please	call	Joanne	on	
028 9262 9500	or	email	
joanne@tlm-ni.org

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

L Box goes online 
Right	now,	it’s	not	always	possible	to	meet	
together	and	take	part	in	events.	So	if	you’re	
doing	a	fundraising	challenge	or	organising	a	
church	collection,	you	can	now	raise	money	as	
an	online	community	instead.	We	are	launching	
a	virtual	L	Box!	It’s	simple,	safe	to	use	and	most	
importantly	it	will	have	a	major	impact	on	those	
affected	by	leprosy.	Follow	us	on	Facebook	or	
contact	TLMNI	for	more	information	or	to	sign	up.



10			Reaping the rewards

He	told	them,	“The	harvest	is	plentiful,	but	the	workers	
are	few.	Ask	the	Lord	of	the	harvest,	therefore,	to	send	
out	workers	into	his	harvest	field.”	
Luke	10:2	(NIV)		

As	well	as	key	funding	for	Purulia	Hospital	
(India);	Anandaban	Hospital	(Nepal) and	
Hombolo	Hospital	(Tanzania)	your	support	is	
making	a	critical	difference	through:

•	 	Children	Unite	For	Action	in	India	which	
supports	children	affected	leprosy	
and	other	marginalised	families	with	
financial	support	to	access	educational	
programmes

•	 	Accommodation	for	rural	patients	in	
Ethiopia,	ensuring	good	food	and	a	safe	
place	to	stay	whilst	receiving	treatment	at	
Alert	Hospital

•	 Core	research	in	Bangladesh	

•	 	Community	Health	&	Education	
Programme	in	Tanzania	that	provides	
awareness	raising	sessions	and	a	mobile	
clinic	to	rural	communities

•	 	Activating	&	Engaging	local	partnerships	
to	reduce	leprosy	in	Bangladesh	(part 
funded by Irish Aid Civil Society Fund)

•	 Leprosy	Case	finding	in	Nigeria	

All	of	the	work	that	we	do	across	the	world	is	made	possible	through	
the	support	and	partnership	of	hundreds	of	thousands	of	people	like	
you.	Thanks	to	your	help	and	generosity,	a	tremendous	amount	has	
been	achieved.	Here	in	Northern	Ireland,	your	generosity	and	faithful	
support	over	the	years	is	helping	us	push	closer	towards	our	overall	
objectives	of	zero	transmission,	zero	leprosy	disability	and	zero	
leprosy	discrimination.

We	have	been	able	to	combat,	not	just	the	
medical	impact	of	leprosy,	but	also	the	social	
and	economic	impacts	whereby	people	
affected	by	leprosy	can	be	shut	out	from	their	
communities.

We	have	been	specifically	targeting	resources	
in	areas	where	we	know	we	can	make	an	impact	
in	the	long-term	with	our	health	care	and	
outreach	programmes.

Our	health	care	projects	are	in	place	to:

•	 	Provide	a	regular	and	reliable	space	for	
people	with	leprosy	to	seek	and	undergo	
treatment.	Over	the	last	year,	our	16	
hospitals	supported	9,845	people	with	care	
for	their	ulcers,	leprosy	reactions,	eyes	and	
other	leprosy	complications.		

•	 	Bring	together	specialist	doctors,	nurses	
and	physiotherapists	in	order	to	combat	the	
long-term	impact	of	leprosy.		Thanks	to	your	
support,	we	provided	52,222	training	days	
for	doctors,	nurses	and	other	staff.

Our	outreach	programmes	are	in	place	to:

•	 	Support	those	with	leprosy	living	in	
the	community	by	providing	health	
check	ups

•	 	Support	those	living	with	
leprosy	back	into	employment	
and	self-support	for	
themselves	and	their	families.	
In	2019,	we	had	23,604	
people	take	part	in	1,952	self-
help	groups

•	 	Educate	and	empower	those	
affected	by	leprosy	to	stand	up	
for	their	rights.		Because	of	your	
support,	we	trained	7,170	people	
to	speak	up	for	their	rights	in	2019.

•	 	Promote	leprosy	awareness	and	identify	
early	signs.	The	quicker	leprosy	can	be	
diagnosed	and	treated,	the	less	likely	
that	there	will	be	long-term	disabilities	
caused.

Your essential support

Annual Impact: A Global Review
Your	support	continues	to	make	a	difference	to	people	with	leprosy.	Over	the	last	year	it	has	allowed	us	to	
maintain	a	high	level	of	service	in	our	health	care	and	community	projects	to	quickly	identify	and	manage	
people	coming	forward	with	symptoms	of	leprosy.	

Joanne Briggs, National Director, and Fiona 
Davidson, TLMNI Board Chairperson, visit ALVRA 
Hostel in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. This hostel 
provides safe housing and food for leprosy 
affected people.
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We	give	thanks	for	our	dedicated	teams	around	the	
world	who	overcome	adversity	in	order	to	meet	the	
needs	of	people	with	leprosy.	May	your	support	
continue	to	make	a	difference	to	people	with	leprosy,	
keep	our	organisation	centred	on	Christ,	and	help	
us	achieve	our	long	term	goal	of	zero	leprosy	
transmission	by	2035.

Full	details	of	projects	
that	we	support	and	how	
your	money	is	used	is	
available	on	our	website	
and	in	our	annual	report.	
www.tlm-ni.org 

Quickly adapting our funding due to COVID-19
Similar	to	all	healthcare	projects	around	the	world,	COVID-19	forced	us	to	rethink	our	day	to	day	approach.	Again,	your	financial	
support	allowed	us	to	quickly	react	and	adapt	our	existing	programmes	to	comply	with	the	need	to	minimise	infection	rates	and	
promote	social	distance.	

•	 	Additional	funds	given	to	hospitals	
to	purchase	essential	PPE	such	as	
face	masks	and	other	equipment	
to	protect	staff	and	existing	
inpatients.

•	 	Community	health	and	
rehabilitation	work	extended	
in	order	to	visit	communities	of	
people	affected	by	leprosy	to	
deliver	hand	wash	and	masks	and	
to	ensure	they	know	about	social	
distancing.

•	 	Leprosy	treatment	practices	
adapted	to	dispense	several	

 We launched 
a telemedicine 
service for people 
affected by leprosy, 
in Cuddalore 
district of India. The 
teleconsultations 
included ulcer care, 
ophthalmology and 
services related 
to reconstructive 
surgeries.

Groups in Bangladesh learning how to protect themselves and their families from COVID-19.

Delivering food parcels in Nepal to needy families 
to help them survive periods of lockdown.

months-worth	of	pills	at	a	time	
during	lockdown	periods

•	 	Phone	and	video	consultations	
replaced	monthly	check-ups

•	 	Critical	food	supplies	or	small	
grants	were	delivered	to	needy	
families	and	communities	to	help	
them	survive	periods	of	lockdown	
where	they	were	prevented	from	
working.

Your support enabled us to continue 
to care for those with leprosy and 
ensure they are not forgotten. 

Here	are	just	some	of	the	ways	your	support	helped:



Lagan House, 2a Queens Road, Lisburn BT27 4TZ.  
Tel: 028 9262 9500  Email: info@tlm-ni.org  

Join the fight to end leprosy 
www.tlm-ni.org

 Facebook.com/tlmni

Cuppa for Cuppa for 
  a Cure  a Cure

 Join us for

Saturday 7th November
from 10.30-11.30am

A virtual coffee break where 
you will hear updates from 
the field and how your 
support is making a vital 
difference. 

More information at 
www.tlm-ni.org


