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Scripture Readings 

Old Testament reading (NIV): 2 Kings 4:1-7 

The wife of a man from the company of the prophets cried out to Elisha, “Your servant my 

husband is dead, and you know that he revered the Lord. But now his creditor is coming to 

take my two boys as his slaves.” 

Elisha replied to her, “How can I help you? Tell me, what do you have in your house?” 

“Your servant has nothing there at all,” she said, “except a small jar of olive oil.” 

Elisha said, “Go around and ask all your neighbours for empty jars. Don’t ask for just a few. 

Then go inside and shut the door behind you and your sons. Pour oil into all the jars, and as 

each is filled, put it to one side.” 

She left him and shut the door behind her and her sons. They brought the jars to her and 

she kept pouring. When all the jars were full, she said to her son, “Bring me another one.” 

But he replied, “There is not a jar left.” Then the oil stopped flowing. 

She went and told the man of God, and he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debts. You and 

your sons can live on what is left.” 

 

New Testament reading (NIV): Matthew 25:31-40 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 

glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people 

one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep 

on his right and the goats on his left. 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 

your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was 

hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was 

sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 

thirsty and give you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, 

or needing clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit 

you?’ 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 

and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
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Sermon  

Introduction  

Slide 1 

Thank you for your invitation to come and share about the work of The Leprosy 

Mission on this Leprosy Sunday. 

 

Slide 2 

To introduce our theme for World Leprosy Sunday I would love to ask you a question. 

I wonder what you think of when you hear the word ‘hero’? For many we immediately 

think of fictional characters Captain America, Iron Man, Super Man and Wonder 

Woman. People who save the world from alien invasion or from the villain set to 

destroy civilisation as we know it. By thinking of these fictional characters do we then 

think being a hero requires us to have superhuman qualities? So, only someone with 

super strength, super speed or a super high-tech suit with all the latest gadgets. If this 

is what we define as a hero, we turn it into a very selective club. However, if we define 

a hero by the qualities, they possess, we start to widen the field. When I think of a 

hero, I think of someone who goes against impossible odds. Someone who is willing to 

sacrifice everything to help someone in need.  I think this is what a true hero embodies. 

I am here to tell you that people who are affected by leprosy need a hero. They need 

a hero willing to sacrifice their time and so much more to help them. It may be a bit of 

a surprise to many of you to learn that leprosy still exists today. We remember the 

stories about Jesus healing those with leprosy in the bible, and often think it is an 

ancient disease that is no longer a problem. However, the reality is across the world in 

places of extreme poverty, leprosy still devastates the lives of so many people; too 

many people. In fact, each year there are approximately a quarter of million newly 

diagnosed cases of leprosy. That amounts to every 2 minutes, someone, somewhere 

in the world is told they have leprosy. And due to the stigma and discrimination 

associated with this disease many sufferers hide away, ashamed and afraid to be 

diagnosed and labelled that they have leprosy.  
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Slide 3 

Leprosy is a cruel disease; stripping sufferers of their dignity and causing severe 

physical disability. Leprosy damages the muscle and nerves in the hands, feet and face. 

It weakens the tendons and destroys the nerve endings, leaving sufferers with no 

ability to feel pain. This results in infection, ulcers and permanent, irreversible 

disabilities. Acting much like a thief that comes in the night to steal, kill and destroy, 

leprosy robs sufferers of their jobs, education, marriage prospects and basic human 

rights. Like biblical times, it causes social exclusion and people are outcasts.  

The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland supports hospitals and projects in Nigeria, 

Ethiopia, Tanzania, Nepal, India and Bangladesh. Our aim is to see an end to this 

ancient and destructive disease in our lifetime. By following the example of Jesus, we 

aim to reach out and break the chains of leprosy and empower those people who 

suffer to attain healing, hope and dignity.  

 

Slide 4 

Today we are thinking about doctors, nurses and hospital staff who dedicate their lives 

to helping, healing and restoring hope to those who suffer from leprosy, in Jesus name. 

We think they are true heroes. They are our Hospital Heroes. 

For many of our doctors and nurses working for The Leprosy Mission is much more 

than a job, but a true calling from God. Many are frowned upon for pursuing a career 

in treating leprosy. People do not understand why they would want to treat those who 

are still seen as unclean and cursed. For most they could be better paid working 

elsewhere and could progress further in their career. However, our hospital heroes 

wish to show the same love and care that Jesus did in his earthly life, to those who 

suffer from leprosy.    

For many, their journey with The Leprosy Mission starts with a calling from God to care 

for the most marginalised in their society and a willingness to ask the question ‘how 

can I help you?’ like Elisha in our reading.    

For Elisha in our Old Testament reading he saw a need. He saw a woman, on the verge 

of losing her home, belongings and the remaining members of her family; her two 

sons. Elisha willingly and meaningfully asks the question ‘how can I help you?’. This 

widow seems to be in a hopeless situation. Her husband sadly has passed away and 

has left her with considerable debt, which she is unable to pay. The only thing the 

woman has is a small jar of olive oil. Elisha tells her to go and collect as many jars as 

she can and start pouring the oil to fill them. This is when something extraordinary 
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happens. This oil does not stop flowing until there are no more jars to fill. The woman 

then sells these jars to pay off her debt and her family can then live of the rest. 

Our God provides, and his mercies and blessings are lavished upon us. Our God cares 

about the needs and worries of his people. The chapter before this passage talks of 

the Israel, Judah and Edom’s victory over the Moabites. What a contrast to then come 

to these verses about this one individual woman. Our God is Lord over the nations, but 

he is also a God that cares, loves and provides for the individual.  

This passage draws many parallels to our hospital heroes. That willingness to help, in 

what seems like hopeless situations. Their willingness to help those most in need. Their 

willingness to help the individual. They choose to care for those with leprosy. 

Bandaging their wounds time and time again, every time they get cut or burnt. 

Performing surgery after surgery so they can have function of their hands again. All on 

the same patient. They care for the individual. Like the shepherd who left the 99 to 

pursue the 1. They care for the ‘least of these’ like our New Testament passage 

describes them. Like this passage, those who suffer from leprosy are like strangers in 

their community. Overlooked, cast aside and unwelcomed. Our hospital heroes are 

probably the first to welcome them, care and show them love. The medical teams live 

sacrificially, inspired by Jesus Christ to break the chains of leprosy one person at a time.  

 

Slide 5 

Shanodha Mondon is an example of a hospital hero. She is on the front line in rural 

parts of Bangladesh. She and her team actively travel day after day, from village to 

village to seek out the lost. By detecting cases early and teaching people how to care 

and treat their wounds, she can help reduce unnecessary and preventable disability. 

By speaking out for those with leprosy on a government level she becomes a voice for 

the voiceless. She uses her God given skills and knowledge to care for those most in 

need. She tirelessly works to fulfil her calling from God at the expense of time with her 

family and a drop in salary. These sacrifices make her a true hero!  Slide 6 Going against 

impossible odds every day make her a hospital hero in our eyes. Her vision is ‘to see 

Bangladesh free from leprosy’ and we can help make that possible.  

With a growing need and growing demand, our hospital heroes are under more 

pressure than ever before. They desperately need more specialised staff as leprosy 

specialists are declining at an alarming rate. They desperately need your support to 

continue actively seeking out the lost and forgotten, to cure them and transform their 

lives.  
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Slide 7 

Let me introduce you to Taytu. Taytu and her husband have both suffered from leprosy 

from a very early age. Both grew up with the physical difficulties and stigma that 

leprosy brings, during a time of famine and civil war, which fuelled a leprosy epidemic 

in Ethiopia. After receiving treatment both Taytu and her husband have been cured 

from their leprosy. After being empowered to attain both her dignity and her life back, 

Taytu is a part of a partnering organisation, that has allowed her to complete a 

microenterprise development and management course.  

 

Slide 8 

With the help of a Hospital Hero like Samuel Abate, who nurtures patients after 

treatment by attending to their social and economic needs, Taytu was able to buy and 

rear sheep. Using the profits, she was able to put her new knowledge to use and 

expand the carrot business which she already had. Leprosy free, she is now able to 

support her family. Through the work of Hospital Heroes, the lives of people like Taytu 

can be transformed on so many different levels.  

These Hospital Heroes need your support to continue to be a beacon and light and 

hope to the hopeless and outcasts. Our hospital heroes on the front line go against 

impossible odds daily and they need your help. By doing so they offer healing and 

hope. But they need your help. 

We need to be like the widow in our passage. Have we noticed that the widow does 

not question Elisha’s bizarre instructions of collecting jars? Could she not have asked 

her neighbours for money, or for Elisha to click his fingers and for the debt collectors 

to vanish into thin air? No, because Elisha asks her to use what she has. To her it is just 

a jar of olive oil. However, the little we offer in obedience and faith, God performs a 

miracle and out of little comes abundance. With the little we give our God can do 

exceedingly more than we can ever imagine. We often think, how can I make a 

difference? What could I possibly give that would help? By supporting our hospital 

heroes, you enable their vital work to continue. By enabling this work, you help ‘the 

least of these’. You invite the stranger in, you clothe the person in need, you feed the 

hungry and care for sick like our passage in Matthew. By supporting them you become 

the hands and feet of Jesus today. 
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Slide 9 

You can bring the love and acceptance Jesus showed to those suffering from leprosy. 

By enabling those working in our hospitals you will help prevent avoidable disability. 

You can bring restoration through surgery, assistive devices, prosthetic limbs, 

physiotherapy and counselling. God uses what you give in faith and blesses it, so that 

it is more than we can ever imagine.  

 

Slide 10 

This may be through a donation, becoming a regular giver, leaving money in your will. 

This could be praying for us or volunteering with us. There is nothing too small that 

you can give. Together with God’s guidance we can see a world in our lifetime that has 

no new cases of leprosy. Slide 11 Jesus cured leprosy in his lifetime, we are called to 

end it in ours! You are the beginning of a chain of support that ultimately ends with 

leprosy defeated and lives transformed.  

There is literature available if you would like to know more about The Leprosy Mission 

and the work we do. There are different leaflets that will show you how to support us 

financially, how to support us in prayer and how you can get involved. Thank you. 


