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Thank you!
	Find out how your gifts are
helping children live life free
from leprosy-related disabilities

Dear Friend
Welcome to a new year, a new decade and a
new edition of our supporter magazine!

our all and show his love and compassion to
others. By supporting those with leprosy you
are doing just that.

If you are new to the work of The Leprosy
Mission or if you have been partnering with
us for many years: thank you. Your support
makes all the difference.
Your support helps us find cases of leprosy
before it is too late so that lifelong disabilities
can be prevented (see page 4).

You are a vital link in a long chain that reaches
across the world to help the sick, find the lost
and empower the outcast. Thank you. Without
you this work would not be possible.
Be encouraged. Be inspired. And keep making
a difference in 2020!

Your support enables our front-line staff
– today’s missionaries – to reach out in
compassion and care to those affected by this
ancient and destructive disease (see page 6).
And your support ensures that those
with leprosy who are often forgotten and
marginalised by society are given hope for a
better tomorrow.

P.S Why not help those with leprosy this year
by hosting a Cuppa for a Cure? Invite family
and friends together or host an event at
church. Big or small, it all helps to cure, care
for and restore those affected by leprosy.
We have resources available to help. Call the
office or drop us an email to find out more.

The front cover photo explained:
Rupsha is 11 years old and is smiling happily because she is so thankful
that her leprosy was caught early enough to prevent her suffering
life-long disabilities. And this has only been possible because of your
faithful support of TLM’s Advent campaign in 2019. You can read more
about Rupsha’s story on page 5. Photo by Kate Gent.
Contact Us
The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland
Lagan House, 2a Queen’s Road
Lisburn BT27 4TZ
Telephone: 028 9262 9500
Email: info@tlm-ni.org
Website: www.tlm-ni.org
Facebook.com/tlmni

and discover more about the life
of a local TLM hero of the faith

08	“Even though I was
afraid, I felt a deep
sense of peace”
	TLM International staff member
Jannine Ebenso shares stories
from her time working in Nigeria
with TLM

Joanne Briggs, National Director

In this edition of INTouch we share the stories
of two remarkable women who gave up
everything to follow God’s call to Nigeria and
how their legacy lives on (see pages 8 and 10).
We might not be able to get on a plane and
travel to the other side of the world, but God
still calls us to faithful obedience as we give
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Highlights from Nigeria
	Read stories of transformation

National Director: Joanne Briggs
Church Partnerships Officer: Rebecca Parnell
Office & Finance Manager: Joy Jamieson
Database Administrator: Hazel Coulter
Chairperson of Board of Trustees: Fiona Davidson

Registered Charity No: NIC106322
A Company Limited by Guarantee registered in Northern Ireland No: NI640401

Founded in 1874, The Leprosy Mission is an international Christian development organisation working in
over 30 countries. Our vision is a world where leprosy is defeated, and lives are transformed. Following
Jesus Christ, The Leprosy Mission seeks to bring about transformation, breaking the chains of leprosy,
empowering people to attain healing, dignity and life in all its fullness. The Leprosy Mission Northern
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Hospital Heroes
	Discover how your church can
help our hospital staff reach out
to leprosy patients with Jesus’s
love this World Leprosy Sunday
2020

TLM’s
triple zero
campaign
When you give to or pray for The Leprosy
Mission, you help us move towards our three
key goals: zero leprosy transmission by
2035; zero leprosy disability; and zero
leprosy discrimination.
Your gifts can:
•	help us to stop the spread of leprosy by
funding research and providing quality
health care.
•	help us to train health care practitioners
to know the symptoms of leprosy,
diagnose it early and prevent disability.
•	help us change attitudes and influence
communities to stop stigma, rejection and
discrimination.
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Praying
for TLM
in 2020

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

ASK 2020 is TLM’s annual prayer
guide. It’s a wonderful resource
that will equip you to pray for
specific needs around the TLM
world throughout the year. It’s
full of prayer points, country
information and stories of
people who, thanks to you, are
experiencing hope and healing.
It is now available to download
from our website, www.tlm-ni.org
or you can request a hard copy
from the office on 028 9262 9500.

30 March
Volunteer Speaker
Information Night

7.30pm, TLM NI office, Lisburn

As God blesses us with more and more
opportunities to speak and engage
with churches, there is a growing need
for more volunteers to aid us in this
vital work. If you or someone you know
would be interested in finding out
more information about volunteering
with us, you are so welcome to join us
for this informal evening. No previous
experience required. Come along and
find out more!

What do you do with
your used stamps?
TLM NI can turn your old stamps into cash
that enables us to help those affected by
leprosy. In 2018, we raised over £5,000
through the sale of used stamps! Please
don’t throw your envelopes in the bin. Tear
off the stamp and donate them to us.

Cuppa for a Cure
Make 2020 a year of action: put a date
in your diary to bring friends, family,
neighbours, your church or small group
together to enjoy tea, coffee and cake and
make a difference to the lives of leprosyaffected people by raising funds for and
awareness of The Leprosy Mission’s work.

Small change
that makes
a big difference

If five people held a coffee morning and
raised £200 each, it would have a big impact
on our work. £1,000 could buy building
materials for a low-cost house for a leprosyaffected person.

It’s easy and fun to put a Leprosy Mission
moneybox in your home, church, workplace
or local shop. You can help raise funds in
small change to create big change for
leprosy-affected people this year.

You can contact us on info@tlm-ni.org to let
us know about your event, and to request
any resources or information you’ll need!

26 January
World Leprosy Sunday service

Contact Joy at the office for more information
on 028 9262 9500 or joy@tlm-ni.org

3.30pm, Lisburn Cathedral

What is LEPROSY?
Leprosy still exists. Over 200,000 people
are still being diagnosed with the disease
each year. The first signs of leprosy are
nodules or pale or reddish patches on the
skin. It’s a mildly infectious disease and a
cure is available; in most cases it is easily
treated with a simple course of antibiotics.
However, if leprosy is not treated early
enough, the bacteria attack the nerves
leading to loss of sensation in the hands
and feet which can result in disability.
Globally, around five million people live
with the consequences of leprosy.

We Need
Your Help

Leprosy is most common in places
of poverty – overcrowding and poor
nutrition mean people’s immune systems
are not strong and they are less able to
fight the disease.
The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland
funds and supports projects in
Bangladesh, Ethiopia, India, Nepal,
Nigeria and Tanzania. These projects
include housing, hospitals, education,
community healthcare, vocational
training and rehabilitation.
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Thank you!

“Be strong and take heart, all
you who hope in the Lord,”
Psalm 31:24

You are helping
to prevent
more children
suffering
like Diyan
Do you remember Diyan, a young boy from India who was diagnosed with
leprosy when he was just six years old? We told you about him in our
Advent Appeal in December and how his leprosy was not caught early
enough. Sadly, he has lost sensation in his face, hands and feet which
means that, as he grows up, his body will be prone to injury and disability.
In our Advent Appeal we asked you to help
us give the gift of hope to children like Diyan.
And you responded so generously! Thank
you so much for your amazing support and
compassion. Without you, this work could
not continue.
Your wonderful gifts for children who are
affected by leprosy are already making such
a difference. You have given the gift of hope
to children just like Diyan. Your compassion
will help us to detect cases of leprosy more

quickly and find those children and young
people who really need our help, children like
Briisti and Rupsha whose stories you can read
below and on page 5. You have shown Diyan
and others like him that they are not alone.
Just like Jesus, your gift has brought light
into darkness and demonstrated that people
affected by leprosy are not forgotten. You have
stepped out in faith and helped some of the
poorest and most unloved people in this world.
Thank you for your partnership in this work.

Your gifts are preventing
children from developing
life-long disabilities

Briisti’s story
Little Briisti is just two years old. Her mother
brought her to the outpatients’ department at
TLM’s Purulia Hospital in India when she spotted
the patch on her right cheek (which you can see in
this photo). She is being given treatment to cure
her leprosy and recently revisited the hospital for
her second month’s dose. Briisti is doing well and,
thanks to your generous response to our Advent
Appeal, she will be spared a life of disability.
Thank you for enabling this precious young child
to be cured!
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Rupsha’s
story
Rupsha first found out she had
leprosy when she was eight years old.
When her parents, Ranu and Ram,
noticed two patches under her eyes
they knew they had to act quickly.
Her father had been diagnosed with
leprosy many years before and now
they were worried that Rupsha had
developed the disease too. They took
her straight to TLM’s Premananda
Hospital in Kolkata, India, knowing
that, if it was leprosy, Rupsha could
be at risk of developing life-long
disabilities, just like her father. They
knew that the faster they acted,
the better chance of Rupsha being
diagnosed early enough to prevent
any serious complications.
Now 11 years old, Rupsha is completely cured of
leprosy and she’s very happy that there are no
longer any visible patches on her skin. Her parents
are pleased about this too. But, sadly, her father
continues to face daily struggles due to complex
ulcers that just won’t heal. He has been admitted
to Premananda Hospital at least six times for
treatment of the ulcers. Now, he needs surgery on
them and plenty of bed rest to allow them to heal.
In addition to his ulcers, leprosy has taken away
his sight and left him without any feeling in his
feet, which means that when he cuts or scrapes
the skin, he doesn’t feel it and infections can
develop. When he was diagnosed with leprosy at
25 years old, he did not have access to treatment
to cure him. And, his disabilities are, sadly, the
devastating result of leprosy not being treated or
diagnosed in time.
It is so clear why Rupsha’s parents are relieved
their only daughter is now free of the disease and
of any lasting effects.
Rupsha is enjoying life. She is in class 5 in school
and she loves to play, study, draw, dance and sing.
She is excited about the future and hopes one
day to be a doctor: “Because I want to serve poor
people,” she says with a great big smile. “Now I
am free from leprosy, that’s why I’m very happy.”
Your generosity has given children and young
people like Rupsha a future free of leprosy-related
disabilities, a future they can look forward to and a
future where they can dream of all the possibilities
life may bring without any fear of the damage
leprosy may inflict on their bodies.
What a wonderful gift to give!

Towards
zero disability
When you give to or pray
for The Leprosy Mission,
you help us move towards
achieving our three
key goals: zero leprosy
transmission by 2035, zero
leprosy disability and zero
leprosy discrimination.
Diyan’s story is sad; he will always be
at risk of developing impairments and
disabilities because of the damage
leprosy has caused to the nerve
endings in his hands and feet. But it is
also a story that motivates us to push
forward towards a time when people
are diagnosed with leprosy quickly
and receive treatment promptly in
order to prevent disabilities from

developing. And we can only do this
with your continued support. If you
and others like you had not given so
generously, Rupsha’s and Briisti’s
stories may have been very different.
Thanks to you they are free of the
fear of developing leprosy-related
disabilities.
And our hope is that children like
Diyan will no longer have to suffer
the devastating effects of the disease
because they are not diagnosed
in time. But we can only make this
happen with your continued support.
Every gift that you give and prayer
that you pray is moving us towards
achieving zero leprosy disability.
We are incredibly grateful that you are
on this journey with us!

Ask that, through your gifts and TLM’s
wonderfully dedicated staff, we will be able
to find more children like Diyan and prevent
them from suffering life-long disabilities.
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Country Update
“If all the parts were the same, how could there be a
body? As it is, there are many parts. But there is only
one body,”1 Corinthians 12: 19-20

Highlights
from Nigeria
We are delighted to share some
wonderful stories from Nigeria – all of
which have only been made possible
because of your generosity, your faithful
prayers and your heart for leprosyaffected people

New ward dedicated to Dr Esther Davis at Ekpene Obom Hospital

Your gifts have
transformed a
hospital in Nigeria
Your support is helping to detect, prevent and manage
leprosy disabilities as well as curing and caring for
people affected by leprosy at a hospital in Ekpene
Obom, in the south of Nigeria.
In September 2018, thanks to your generosity and, after
many years of funding support, we were able to start
much-needed renovation work on Qua Iboe Church
Leprosy Referral hospital, Ekpene Obom, Akwa Ibom
State.
The new 20-bed amenity ward has recently been
completed and is expanding and improving hospital
services. The ward has been built in memory of, and
commemorated to, Dr Esther Davis (1919-2011), a
missionary doctor from Portadown who gave 50 years
of her life in service to people affected by leprosy in
Ekpene Obom (read her story opposite). The new ward
will benefit around 200 leprosy-affected people each
year; they will receive free and subsidised services for
leprosy reaction, ulcer management and in-patient care.
In previous years, your support has enabled many other
parts of the hospital to be transformed, including the
sanitation facilities, the kitchen block, two women’s
wards, the operating theatre and adjoining surgical
rooms and the prosthetics department. What an
achievement! Thank you.

An
inspirational
life

For 50 years, Dr Esther Davis (1919-2011) served God
in a country thousands of miles away from her home in
Northern Ireland. Her legacy is continuing to this day.
Here we share just a small part of her story...

Esther Davis graduated from Queens University, Belfast, as a doctor in 1943.
After some time working in general practice in Portadown, she felt God calling
her to overseas’ mission work.
In 1947, she applied to work with Qua Iboe Mission (QIM, now Mission Africa)
and in September of that year she was accepted for service as a missionary
doctor. Soon after, she travelled by ship to Nigeria and began working as a
doctor at Etinan Hospital in Akwa Ibom State in southern Nigeria, very close to
the hospital in Ekpene Obom where she was later to have such an impact.
Initially, Esther worked as a general doctor, with her interest in leprosy and
compassion for leprosy patients developing later in her missionary career.
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Seeing leprosy patients
for the first time

A wonderful
achievement

In 1951, Esther suffered her first bout of serious ill
health, something that was to plague her throughout
her time overseas. As a result, she was the first
missionary working for QIM to be evacuated by air.
After a period of recuperation at home in Northern
Ireland, she returned to Nigeria in 1952, this time to
the Qua Iboe Church (QIC) Leprosy Referral Hospital
at Ekpene Obom. It was there that she saw first-hand
the devastating effects of leprosy. In a letter to the QIM
council, she expressed her interest in learning more
about the disease.

As well as her medical expertise,
Esther’s Christian commitment was
an inspiration to all who met her. In
all her communication with QIM, she
did not ask for anything for herself.
She asked only for more help for
her patients, demonstrating her
unshakeable commitment to them.

Later that decade Esther returned to work at Etinan, but
never lost her interest in the needs of the patients in
Ekpene Obom.
While on furlough in 1959, Esther asked for a dedicated
doctor to be sent to QIC Leprosy Hospital in Ekpene
Obom, but there were simply no other missionary
doctors available at that time.

Developing
essential skills

On her return to Portadown in 1988,
she was awarded an OBE for her
services in the treatment of leprosy,
something that gave her great
satisfaction; she felt that she had
won the award on behalf of everyone
at the hospital. Her former colleagues
and patients were delighted to hear
her award announced on Nigerian
radio. An occasion that illustrates
the legacy that Dr Esther Davis left, a
legacy that continues to this day with
the opening of the new ward at Qua
Iboe Church Leprosy Referral hospital
in Esther Davis’ name.

In 1962, thanks to study fellowships awarded by the
World Health Organisation, she spent time in India and
Ethiopia acquiring new skills in the care and treatment
of leprosy and learning the techniques of advanced
leprosy surgery. In 1964, she returned to Etinan
Hospital as Chief Medical Officer.
Sadly, in 1965 her health broke down and she had to
be repatriated. After a period of recuperation, she
returned to Nigeria and, in 1965, was sent to Ochadamu
in central Nigeria, were she taught the Chief Medical
Officer the finer points of leprosy treatment.

Growing concern for
leprosy patients

The kitchen block in a
state of disrepair

The kitchen block completely
restored and serving food

In 1970 she returned to Portadown to care for her ailing
father and subsequently spent a few years back home.
However, she continued to receive news from Ekpene
Obom and in 1973 QIM organised for Esther to visit the
hospital.
During this time, Esther’s links with The Leprosy Mission
grew and she urged the council of QIM to form closer
links with TLM.
In 1977, she returned to Nigeria and worked at the
hospital in Ekpene Obom for the next 11 years until her
retirement in 1988.
Thanks to Esther’s encouragement and vision, TLM and
QIM worked together to develop the transformational
work that Esther had started. This resulted in Ekpene
Obom becoming a capable and modern establishment
providing the highest quality of care to leprosy patients.
In a busy and active retirement, Dr Esther Davis
continued to make visits to Ekpene Obom, sometimes
for many months at a time. Her other achievement in
retirement was the creation of Friends of Ekpene Obom,
a support group that prayed and raised money for the
hospital, ensuring that patients and staff there were not
forgotten.

Dr Esther Davis’ family at a recent
TLM supporter event celebrating
Esther’s legacy in Nigeria

Give thanks for the
wonderful legacy of
Dr Esther Davis. Pray for
many more people to
be inspired to live a life
of mission and service,
wherever they are in
the world!

Everyday
Missionary
Think you’re not called to be
a missionary? Think again…
The life and work of Esther Davis is
both humbling and amazing. But
her work and legacy was only made
possible because of supporters
like you!
All of you reading this who support
The Leprosy Mission’s work
through prayer or financial gifts are
missionaries and enablers of God’s
work. You may not feel called to fly to
a foreign country to serve God. But
that does not make you any less of a
missionary than Dr Esther Davis.
Mission is like a chain – all parts are
linked, and each part is supporting
and holding each other. If we draw a
line on a map from Northern Ireland
to Ekpene Obom in Nigeria, YOU are
at the start of that chain of support
and it ends with the transformation
of the lives of those suffering from
leprosy.
In 1 Corinthians 12 Paul talks about
the body of Christ in relation to the
church. But we can also apply this to
mission. In verses 19 and 20 it says:
“If all the parts were the same, how
could there be a body? As it is, there
are many parts. But there is only
one body.”
It would be impossible for us all to
fly oversees, but there are some who
do. Equally there are some who work
for mission organisations and there
are people who support them. All
different parts of the body, yet all
part of the same body and all equal.
You are missionaries for The Leprosy
Mission. Without your prayers,
support and generosity there would
be no mission and there would
be no missionaries on the field.
You are the start of that chain and
without you, we wouldn’t be there
today. We wouldn’t be celebrating
what people like Dr Esther Davis
or Jannine Ebenso (see page 8)
achieved in Nigeria or the work that
has been completed at the hospital.
Thank you!
Be encouraged! Be inspired! Jesus
cured leprosy in his lifetime. We are
called to end it in ours. Your support
enables the fight against leprosy.
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A Moment in Mission
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works in us,”
Ephesians 3:20

“Even though I was afraid,
I felt a deep sense of peace”
As part of this issue’s focus on Nigeria, we asked Jannine Ebenso, Head
of Quality Assurance for The Leprosy Mission International, to share
about her faith and her time working as a missionary for TLM in Nigeria

Journey to faith
I didn’t grow up in a Christian family. Then
in 1978, at the age of 11, we moved to Bury
in Lancashire. I was invited by my new nextdoor neighbour, who was the same age as
me, to accompany her to the Girl Guides
which met at Seedfield Methodist Church
every Friday night.
Once a month, the Guides attended a
church parade. After a few months, the
organist noticed I enjoyed singing the
hymns (I grew up in North Wales, so was
always singing!) and invited me to join
the church choir practice on Thursday
nights. Soon, I was attending church every
Sunday too.
If you had asked me then, I would have
told you I was a Christian. I knew the Bible
stories and could score top of the class in
Bible quizzes.
Then in June 1983, during one of our youth
fellowship meetings, we watched a film.

I can’t remember the title of it now, but I
can remember the final scene. It was the
crucifixion, with the words: “Either you
believe this to be true or just a story.”
I believed it to be true. “If it is true, you
now have a choice – to accept Jesus as your
Lord and Saviour or reject Him. You can’t
do nothing – there must be a response
and the time is now.”
That night, quietly in my room, I told
Jesus that I knew I was a sinner
and that he had died and risen
from the grave to save me from
my sins. I wanted him to be
Lord of my life. There were no
flashing lights or anything,
but I felt a strong sense of
peace that this was the
start of something new. At
16 years old, I was born
again.

New direction

In September 1985, I started my training at Salford School of Physiotherapy.
Once I graduated in 1988, I went to work for St. Helens and Knowsley Health
Trust.
I really enjoyed my job – particularly working with adults and children with
neurological problems. While working I asked God what he wanted me to do
with my life. Leprosy started coming at me from every angle – on the radio and
TV, in sermons, in Sunday School lessons and in the newspapers.
Then one night, at women’s fellowship, a speaker came to tell us about the
work of The Leprosy Mission. As I listened, I felt the Holy Spirit telling me to
look into this work – that my skill as a physiotherapist could be used to help
those with leprosy.
So, I wrote to TLM, and other missionary organisations. TLM replied: “Come
and see us.”
I travelled to TLM England and Wales’ office in Peterborough and, within two
minutes, I felt that this was where I belonged. They recommended me to TLM
International who accepted me for overseas service in May 1991.
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Called to missionary
work in Nigeria

The biggest
impact

In August 1991 I left the NHS and spent a year as a ‘missionary-intraining’ attending various courses including biblical and crosscultural studies. During that time, The Leprosy Mission was not
sure where to send me.

Of course, the event that had the
biggest impact on my life was
meeting Bassey, my husband.
Bassey came to the hospital in
December 1993, a month after
the event I have just described.
He became a close friend and
supported me through the courtcase and through illnesses (malaria,
cholera, typhoid).

But then I met Andrew and Carol Macintosh. Andrew was the
Director of TLM Africa at that time. They immediately said ‘Nigeria’
– feeling that my personality would be very suited to the culture
there. I asked for time to pray and felt this was from God. So, on
4 November 1992 I left for a new life at Qua Iboe Church Leprosy
Hospital, Ekpene Obom, Nigeria.

A new life and new community
One of the great things
about Nigeria is the sense of
community. It’s very different to
the individual mind-set in the
UK. Women who were having
babies were supported by the
whole village as well as their
extended family. It was a joy for
me to support my ‘sisters’ as
they laboured to deliver new life.
I met and worked with some
very inspiring people affected
by leprosy. One of those was
Okon Akpan Okpon. He was my
language teacher when I first
arrived at Ekpene Obom and
we worked together in helping
patients with leprosy-related
disabilities.
Okon was a small boy when he came to Ekpene Obom for
treatment for leprosy. Unfortunately, he was not diagnosed early
enough, and he had to have his right leg amputated below the
knee. The hospital provided him with an artificial limb and later
arranged for him to learn how to make the limbs himself. First in
Tanzania and later in Northern Ireland to learn more advanced
skills. His life has been turned around. Now he is the head of the
orthopaedic workshop and is training others to make prostheses.
Okon is using his skills to transform lives – not just his limbmaking skills, but his evangelistic skills. Learning how to use an
artificial limb takes some weeks – so Okon and his team take
the opportunity to share the gospel with their clients. Many
new believers have been baptised in the river that runs near the
hospital thanks to Okon’s witness.

A difficult experience
In November 1993, I had been at Ekpene Obom for a year. One
night as I and a colleague listened to the BBC World service by
candlelight on our battery-operated radio, we were suddenly
aware that there were four men with guns in the room. They
wanted money and other valuables. It was a terrible experience,
but one that assured me that when God promises to never leave us
or forsake us, he really means it.
One of the men held a gun to my temple and told me in a vicious
whisper: “Don’t look at me or I will kill you.” However, in the other
ear, I heard: “Don’t be afraid, this is a terrible experience, but
tonight is not the night you are to die.” The second voice was as
real as the armed robber’s voice, and, even though I was afraid, I
felt a deep sense of peace.

We married in September 1996 and were delighted to share our happy
day with a church bursting at the seams with friends and neighbours,
plus a lot of people affected by leprosy who also joined us for the day.
Well over a thousand people attended our wedding!

Experiencing God’s provision
God’s presence and protection were very evident during my time
in Nigeria. As was his provision. It was something I experienced
day after day in Nigeria, from the small things – receiving just the
right amount of money at the right time for things we needed at the
hospital – to very large things that completely blew us away.
One example of the latter was in 2008. Bassey had applied for a PhD
course at the University of Leeds. I was very happy for him, but also a
bit anxious. A PhD would cost £20k or more per year and we did not
have that kind of money.
We were praying hard for his admission to the course. But at the same
time, on my own, I was praying: “Lord, if you don’t provide the course
fees, please don’t give him the admission, as it will break his heart
to not be able to go.” Then one day Bassey came home early from
the office and he was very excited. He had been admitted to the PHD
course and he had been awarded not one, but two scholarships – one
for his school fees and one for a living allowance. Oh, me of little faith!

Moving on
God used my time in Nigeria to help people affected by leprosy and
others. But God also used my time in Nigeria to teach me so much
about him and about myself. I was also privileged to work with
Dr Esther Davis for a few years in Ekpene Obom (see pages 6-7). She
was a great personal mentor to me, teaching me about leprosy and
also how to live and work in Nigeria.
In 2008, Bassey and I felt God calling us back to the UK. In 2014 I
became part of TLM International’s senior leadership team as Head
of Quality Assurance. God is now using my experience with people
affected by leprosy in Nigeria to help those in other countries as I
support TLM’s offices in 34 countries around the world.

Ask God that each one of us will know
the missionary work that God has
called us to – whether that’s serving
overseas or enabling people like
Jannine Ebenso and Dr Esther Davis
to serve in challenging environments.
Pray that we may all see how valuable
our contribution is to enabling the
love of God to be shared with a world
in need.
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World Leprosy Sunday 2020

“Whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me,”
Matthew 25:40

As part of this year’s World Leprosy Sunday campaign, we are delighted to
introduce you to Dr Shondha Mondon, one of our Hospital Heroes
“I was inspired by the Bible to come and
work with leprosy,” says Dr Shondha
Mondon, a doctor who has been
working with TLM Bangladesh since
2015. “I wanted to help those who
are neglected. No one was talking for
them, so I wanted to help them raise
their voice.”
Inspired by the example of Jesus,
Dr Mondon felt called to use her skills
to bring hope and healing to people
affected by leprosy. She was even
happy to accept a drop in salary in order
to work as project manager for the
Advocacy for Empowerment Program,
a project funded by TLM.
Thanks to Dr Mondon’s hard work, more
and more people in hard to reach areas

of Bangladesh are accessing
the cure for leprosy
and receiving the
treatment and
care they need.
Dr Mondon and her
team travel from
town to town seeking
those who have
been neglected and
forgotten. In spite of
her many responsibilities,
she still takes time to
care for individual
patients,
examining them
and dressing
their wounds.

Working on the frontline
Dr Mondon is on the frontline of leprosy care;
detecting hidden cases of the disease and
helping to prevent people from developing
leprosy-related disabilities by teaching them to
clean wounds on their hands and feet.
We think Dr Mondon is a truly inspirational
Hospital Hero. She is one of many TLM staff
who work so tirelessly on the frontline, caring
for leprosy patients and showing Jesus’ love to
people who have been rejected by their families
and shunned by their communities. Dr Mondon
and others like her give a voice to the voiceless
and empower people affected by leprosy to regain dignity,
identity and hope for the future.

World Leprosy Day
and World Leprosy Sunday
World Leprosy Day is marked worldwide on the
last Sunday of January each year (26 January
2020). But to give as many churches as possible
the opportunity to include and remember those
with leprosy within their services, we invite
churches and individuals to host a ‘Leprosy
Sunday’ service or fundraising event on a day that
best suits them between January and April each
year. For more information, visit www.tlm-ni.org

We can all be
Hospital Heroes!
For our Hospital Heroes, working for The Leprosy Mission is
much more than just a job; it is a calling from God.
And we can all play a part in enabling them to live out this
calling on their lives. Without our prayers and our gifts, without
all of us playing our part, people like Dr Mondon would not be
able to achieve all that God has called them to do.
We are all an essential part of God’s plan to bring his love and
healing to desperate and hurting people around the world.
One way you can help tell Dr Mondon’s story is by becoming
one of our volunteer speakers. We have an information night in
March for anyone who might be interested (see page 3
for details).
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How your
church can
get involved
with World
Leprosy
Sunday 2020
Book a speaker
We have a wonderful group of
experienced and engaging speakers
who would love to share with your
congregation about our Leprosy
Sunday campaign. This might help
ignite a passion among members
of the congregation to reach out to
those living with leprosy.

A challenging calling
Many of our Hospital Heroes face
challenges as they pursue a career
caring for people who are, in some
countries, considered unclean and
cursed.
Like Dr Mondon, many of them could get a
better paid job with more status and more
perks. Yet they feel called to be Jesus’ hands
and feet, to follow his example, and to bring
healing to the poor, marginalised and outcast.
Specialist leprosy treatment is becoming
increasingly hard to find in some of the
countries where TLM works. So it is vital that
we continue to fund, train and develop new
staff and equip them with essential knowledge
and skills so that we can continue to diagnose,
treat and restore people affected by leprosy.
But we can only do this with your help!

Your support could help prevent leprosy
from continuing to blight the lives of the
poorest people in the world, robbing them
of their livelihoods, their families and their
independence.
With your gifts we can ensure that our Hospital
Heroes are well resourced and have all they
need to care for, cure and restore people
affected by leprosy. We can also train up more
doctors, nurses, physiotherapists and project
staff to find hidden cases and to take the cure
to people who need it the most.
Just £24 can find someone, cure them from
leprosy and completely transform their life.
A gift of £788 could pay for a specialised
leprosy doctor like Dr Mondon for one month,
allowing them to be a channel of love, hope and
healing to those with leprosy.

These gifts of love will make sure that our Hospital Heroes
can reach people in need:

£24

finds and cures
one person of
leprosy

£185 £788 £3,500
trains a
specialist
leprosy nurse

pays for a
specialist
leprosy doctor
for one month

gives a place to
heal - a hospital bed
for a year (covers all
staffing and medical
care)

Pray for Dr Mondon and our many other TLM staff who
are on the frontline of providing care to leprosy patients.
Ask that they will know God’s provision and protection
as they serve him so sacrificially.

World Leprosy
Sunday resources
Sermon notes, children’s church
activities, prayers and a PowerPoint
presentation are all available for
you to download from our website
(www.tlm-ni.org) to help you host
your own World Leprosy Sunday. If
you need any further help, contact the
office on 028 9262 9500.

Hold a Cuppa for a
Cure event
Enjoy tea, buns and fellowship
all while raising awareness of
leprosy and raising funds to bring
transformation to leprosy-affected
people. We can provide a sale or
return shop of unique handmade
gifts, as well as cards and books.
It doesn’t matter how big or small
your Cuppa for a Cure event is –
gather a few friends or your whole
church – it will all make a difference!

Join us in prayer
One of the most effective ways you
can support the work of TLM NI is by
praying for us! We have many prayer
resources available which are ideal
for use in church services, small
groups or during personal devotions,
such as Prayer Fuel (enclosed with
this magazine) and our annual ASK
prayer guide (the 2020 guide is
now available to download from our
website, www.tlm-ni.org or contact
the office for a hard copy). Will you
and your church commit to praying for
our work on a regular basis?

Jesus cured
leprosy in
his lifetime,
we are called
to end it
in ours
www.tlm-ni.org

Lagan House, 2a Queens Road, Lisburn BT27 4TZ.
Tel: 028 9262 9500 Email: info@tlm-ni.org
Facebook.com/tlmni
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