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Dear Friend

As I write these words, I am attending New 
Horizon, a Christian conference that takes 
place annually on the Ulster University 
campus in Coleraine where people of all 
ages are taught from the Bible and are 
inspired through worship. Alongside 20 other 
missionary agencies, The Leprosy Mission 
is exhibiting at the conference to help raise 
awareness and encourage those who attend 
to develop a missional heart.

This year’s theme is ‘Radical Hospitality’ and 
as I listen to conference speakers, I am greatly 
challenged. Hospitality is at the heart of the 
gospel – to seek out the stranger, the lonely 
and the outcast. How can we demonstrate 
God’s love in our neighbourhoods and global 
communities? How can we reach out to the 
rejected and use our hands (whatever has 
been given to us) to reveal the hand of our 
Saviour?

As I read the stories of impact in this edition of 
INTouch – like Nerelentina on page 4 or Melito 
on page 10 – I am once again overwhelmed by 
your generous support which demonstrates 
this radical hospitality to those affected by 

contents

leprosy around our world today. You may 
never personally meet people like Ram (see 
page 4) yet you faithfully remember them in 
prayer and give what you can so that they are 
no longer outcast, lonely or forgotten. Radical 
hospitality in action!

As Hudson Taylor famously once said, “A little 
thing is a little thing, but faithfulness in little 
things is a great thing.”

Thank you for your faithfulness in 
remembering those affected by leprosy.      
The little things that you do are indeed 
great things which help to break the chains 
of leprosy and transform the lives of those 
affected by this cruel disease. Your support 
makes all the difference.

Be encouraged and be blessed!

Joanne Briggs, National Director 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

3 October
Afternoon tea  
3pm, Albert Bridge Congregational 
Church, Belfast 

An evening celebrating TLM’s 
work in Nigeria  
7.30pm, Moyallon Centre, Portadown

6 October 
Jannine will also be speaking at 
Seagoe Parish Church, Portadown 
(Harvest Service) on Sunday 6th 
October at 7pm. Everyone welcome 
to attend!
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What do you 
do with 
your used 
stamps? 

TLM NI can turn your old stamps into 
cash that enables us to help those 
affected by leprosy. So far in 2019, we 
have raised over £2,300 through the sale 
of used stamps! Please don’t throw your 
envelopes in the bin. Tear off the stamp 
and donate them to us. 

Leprosy is most common in places 
of poverty – overcrowding and poor 
nutrition mean people’s immune systems 
are not strong and they are less able to 
fight the disease.

The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland 
funds and supports projects in 
Bangladesh, Ethiopia, India, Nepal, 
Nigeria and Tanzania. These projects 
include housing, hospitals, education, 
community healthcare, vocational 
training and rehabilitation.

The front cover photo explained:
Twenty-five year old Ram is a stone mason. Sadly, leprosy damaged 
his hands and robbed him of the ability to work. But thanks to the 
generous response to our Heal Nepal campaign, from supporters 
like you, Ram has recently had surgery to repair his hands so that 
he can work again! 

Leprosy still exists. Over 200,000 people 
are still being diagnosed with the disease 
each year. The first signs of leprosy are 
nodules or pale or reddish patches on the 
skin. It’s a mildly infectious disease and a 
cure is available; in most cases it is easily 
treated with a simple course of antibiotics. 
However, if leprosy is not treated early 
enough, the bacteria attack the nerves 
leading to loss of sensation in the hands 
and feet which can result in disability. 
Globally, around five million people live 
with the consequences of leprosy. 

Contact Us
The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland
Lagan House, 2a Queen’s Road
Lisburn BT27 4TZ

Telephone: 028 9262 9500
Email: info@tlm-ni.org
Website: www.tlm-ni.org
Facebook.com/tlmni

Registered Charity No: NIC106322 
A Company Limited by Guarantee registered in Northern Ireland No: NI640401

Founded in 1874, The Leprosy Mission is an international Christian development organisation working in 
over 30 countries. Our vision is a world where leprosy is defeated, and lives are transformed. Following 
Jesus Christ, The Leprosy Mission seeks to bring about transformation, breaking the chains of leprosy, 
empowering people to attain healing, dignity and life in all its fullness. The Leprosy Mission Northern 
Ireland engages and educates people to help resource and support life-changing work in leprosy-
affected countries. InTouch is published three times a year by The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland.

National Director: Joanne Briggs

Church Partnerships Officer: Rebecca Parnell 

Office & Finance Manager: Joy Jamieson

Database Administrator: Hazel Coulter

Chairperson of Board of Trustees: Fiona Davidson

TLM’s 
triple zero 
campaign 

When you give to or pray for The Leprosy 
Mission, you help us move towards our three 
key goals: zero leprosy transmission by 
2035; zero leprosy disability; and zero 
leprosy discrimination. 

Your gifts can:
•  help us to stop the spread of leprosy by 

funding research and providing quality 
health care.

•  help us to train health care practitioners 
to know the symptoms of leprosy, 
diagnose it early and prevent disability.

•  help us change attitudes and influence 
communities to stop stigma, rejection and 
discrimination.  

What is LEPROSY?

Printer Cartridges 
recycling is no more! 

Due to changes in the recycling industry which came into force in 
April, there are now only very limited types of printer cartridges 
that we are able to recycle. As a result, we regretfully have decided 
to stop collecting cartridges from supporters. Thank you for 
your support in this endeavour in the past. Please do continue 
to recycle them – you can do this by taking them to your local 
recycling centre, or returning them to the shop in which you 
purchased them. 

Radical 
hospitality 

Supporter events, in partnership with Mission Africa   
TLM NI is holding a number of events from 3-6 October to celebrate the completion of the 
renovation of buildings and construction of a new ward at a hospital in Ekpene Obom, 
Nigeria. More than £300,000 has been raised from churches and individuals in Northern 
Ireland over the past 5 years in support of this work . The new ward has been built in 
memory of Dr Esther Davies, a missionary from Portadown who served in Ekpene Obom 
for over 50 years. 

Our guest speaker at these events will be Jannine Ebenso, The Leprosy Mission 
International’s Head of Quality Assurance. Jannine has almost 30 years’ experience 
working with people affected by leprosy and disabilities, mainly in Africa. She was a 
physiotherapist and disability officer with The Leprosy Mission Nigeria in Ekpene Obom 
for over 12 years.    

We would love you to join us for these 
celebratory and informative events: 

Joanne at TLM NI’s 
stand at New Horizon

Other events 

9 November
Christmas Fair and Coffee Morning 
10am-12pm, Movilla Abbey, Newtownards

16 November
Christmas Fair and Coffee Morning 
10am-12pm, Seymour Street Methodist Church, Lisburn

1 December
AMS carol service  
Light in the Darkness: advent carols and global stories
7pm, St Mark’s, Armagh 

26 January 2020
World Leprosy Sunday service  
3.30pm, Lisburn Cathedral 
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Thank you for 
helping to find 
hidden cases 
of leprosy

“Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all 
we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us,” 
Ephesians 3:20  

At the end of last year, we told you about 
the amazing work of Dr Helen Roberts, the 
Superintendent of Purulia Hospital in India, 
and her determination to reach out to people 
hidden from the rest of the world.

I’m sure you’ll remember about the medical 
outreach camps. These camps are vital 
when it comes to the early detection of 
leprosy, especially for those living in remote 
communities in India. If leprosy is not treated 
early enough, it can destroy a person’s body.

Thank you for all your prayers and financial 
support. Because of you, even more medical 

camps are reaching remote and hidden 
communities, not just in India but in Africa 
too.

Now, thanks to early diagnosis and the cure, 
people in these communities won’t have 
to face the damaging effects of leprosy or 
the stigma that so often comes with it. Your 
kindness means that, whether it’s in the 
dry arid deserts of Africa or the sweltering 
tropics of Bangladesh, you are bringing 
hope and healing to some of the most 
marginalised people in the world, people 
like Nerelentina ...

How long have you been working for 
TLM NI and what prompted you to 
apply for the job?
I’ve been involved since 2007, starting off 
in a part-time role focused on engaging 
young people with the work of TLM. In 2015, 
I began working full-time as the Church 
and School Engagement Officer. I’ve always 
felt called to speak up for and reach out to 
those on the edge of society, and this role 
offered me the opportunity to do just that. 
The work of The Leprosy Mission really 
appeals to my sense that, as a Christian,       
I need to be involved in challenging injustice 
and acting with compassion.

Can you tell us a particular highlight 
of your time with TLM NI?
I loved visiting India and Nepal. It is 
a special privilege to sit with leprosy 
patients in hospital wards and hear their 
story. Getting the opportunity to visit 
outreach clinics and self-help groups 
and, moreover, meet with families who 
have benefitted from TLM’s work through 
medical treatment, education and 
housing afforded me the chance to see 
first-hand the complete transformation in 
the lives of leprosy-affected people which 
we strive to bring about at TLM.  

Give thanks for our many wonderful supporters, like you, and our staff in NI and around 
the world whose faithfulness to God brings light into some of the darkest places. Pray 
too for Peter Hilton in his new church leadership position and for Rebecca Parnell as she 
joins the TLM NI team. 

Saying farewell with a heavy 
but thankful heart
Peter Hilton, TLM NI’s Church and School Engagement Officer, is moving 
on to new pastures. We are sad to see him go but we are so grateful to 
him for the strong relationships he has built between TLM NI and church 
leaders, church groups, schools and youth groups. Peter has been 
instrumental in encouraging greater ownership of our God-given mission 
to love and include the outcast and marginalised. Here, Peter answers a 
few questions about his time with TLM NI and his future plans

What will you miss most                      
about this job?
The people! Be it the small, close-knit staff 
team, the amazing volunteer speaker team, 
or the supporters in the different churches 
I’ve visited over the years, I’ve been blessed 
to be a part of the big Christian network of 
people which make up TLM NI.

What are you going on to do now and 
what are you looking forward to?
I’m going to be a Church of Ireland minister! 
I’ll be serving as a curate at St Mark’s, 
Newtownards. I’m really looking forward to 
ordained ministry and the call to be a pastor 
to God’s people and bear faithful witness to 
the Gospel. While I am leaving TLM with a 
heavy heart, I’m excited to be starting out on 
this new chapter in my walk of faith. 

Welcome to Rebecca
Although we are sad to see Peter leave, we are delighted to welcome Rebecca 
Parnell as our new Church Partnerships Officer. We have asked Rebecca a few 
questions about her background and her hopes for the future 

My background:
My first proper job was in a jewellers in 
Belfast. I worked there part-time while 
studying at Belfast Bible College and then 
full-time after I finished my degree. From my 
studies I have developed a love for mission 
and caring for people but I didn’t know how 
or where God would lead me to fulfil that. 
I now know that God was preparing me – 
teaching me skills, patience and the need to 
depend on him, and his timing.

How I came to apply for the role:
A few months ago, I felt God telling me it 
was time to change my job to one where 
I would be working to serve him and help 

those in need. I honestly didn’t know where 
to start.  

I have always been aware of the amazing 
work The Leprosy Mission carries out 
through hearing talks in church, but it 
had never occurred to me to look for 
employment with them. I prayed that the 
right opportunity would present itself, and 
the next day I noticed the advertisement 
for this position. It was everything I felt 
God wanting me to do.

What I’m looking forward to:
Apart from being in the role itself and 
contributing towards this amazing work, 
I am looking forward to speaking in 

churches. I can’t wait to share about 
the Mission, the work we are doing and 
being able to build relationships. I would 
describe myself as a people person, so 
being able to chat, share and pray with 
people from all different denominations is 
an incredible opportunity and an answer to 
prayer. 

We are so grateful for supporters like you who continue to faithfully 
remember some of the most forgotten and marginalised people in 
the world

Nerelentina lives in a remote village in a very 
undeveloped part of Africa with little access to proper 
health care. When she felt unwell and discovered 
strange patches on her body, she turned to a traditional 
healer to cure her. He told Nerelentina that she had been 
cursed and gave her a necklace to protect and cure her. 

But Nerelentina, a single mum to a beautiful baby boy, 
continued to feel sick and knew that she was not getting 
any better. Every day she worried about how she would 
continue to care for her son. 

But thankfully one of our outreach teams found 
Nerlentina, diagnosed her with leprosy straight away 
and gave her the medicine to cure her. The healing she 
received wasn’t just for her body; it went far deeper. 
Nerelentina no longer lives with the fear and shame 
of thinking she’s been cursed. Not only has she been 
released from leprosy, she now lives with the certainty 
that she can continue to be a mum to her smiling son.

Thank you for helping us find people like Nerelentina.

Free from fear

Thank you 
for helping to 
raise over 
£4 million!
Thanks to your incredible generosity
Heal Nepal has raised an 
unprecedented £4,154, 781 
which includes matched funding from 
the UK government.  This means that 
many more people will be found, cured 
and healed of leprosy. 

Your incredible gifts to Heal Nepal will 
bring Christ’s love and healing to people 
with leprosy. Because of your amazing 
generosity to Heal Nepal, teams of 
outreach workers will be trained to go 
into remote communities to find and 
cure people with leprosy. We pray people 
will be reached before they develop 
life-long disabilities. Thanks to your 
kindness, they will be given a place to 
heal at Anandaban Hospital. Together we 
pray that Heal Nepal will bring an end to 
leprosy in Nepal. Thank you so much for 
your kindness and compassion.

To watch a video of Ram’s transformation 
(pictured above), visit www.tlm-ni.org 

Dr Helen Roberts working at a medical 
outreach camp in a remote part of India.

Ram’s life has been transformed through the Heal Nepal campaign 
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What your support 
achieved in 2018

“And my God will meet all your needs according 
to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus,”
Philippians 4:19  

In 2018, your gifts changed lives. Your thoughtful generosity 
helped bring healing, transformation and hope to thousands of 
leprosy-affected people around the world.

Last year, your donations enabled the provision 
of high-quality leprosy services and medical 
care, access to education and vocational 
training for leprosy-affected children and young 
adults, and opportunities for leprosy-affected 
families to start businesses, earn an income 
and create sustainable livelihoods. 

Your support has enabled us to help ensure 
that no-one affected by leprosy will be left 
behind and has helped us work towards our 
ambitious goal of achieving zero leprosy 
transmission by 2035 as well as zero disability 
and zero discrimination.

Praise God for such a wonderful year of 
seeing lives transformed through the 
gifts, prayers and support of our donors, 
volunteers and staff. We are so incredibly 
grateful for God’s faithfulness and love as 
we seek to be his hands and feet to the 
least, the last and the lost.   

On behalf of people affected by leprosy we would like 
to thank every single one of you who have supported 
us on our mission. Because of you, these achievements           
are possible.

We would like to acknowledge all of our financial 
supporters; including churches, individual donors (who 
often give sacrificially), those who have passed away 
and so thoughtfully remembered us in their Will, TBF 
& KL Thompson Trust, The Ardbarron Trust and The       
Fermanagh Trust.

Over the last 12 months our volunteers have donated an 
amazing 7,251 hours of their time, and we cannot begin 
to express just how much of a difference this has made 
to our work. We are particularly thankful to all our church 
representatives, volunteer speakers and dedicated Board 
members who give their time and support willingly. We 
would also like to thank all those who faithfully remember 
our work in their prayers – we couldn’t do all that we do 
without your prayers and God’s faithfulness; this is the 
foundation on which TLM stands. 

Thank you!

This financial information summary is for the 12 
months from 1 January to 31 December 2018. It is not 
the statutory accounts but has been derived from the 
audited financial statements which were approved 
by the Board of Trustees. The full Annual Report and 
Audited Accounts is available on our website: https://
www.tlm-ni.org/what-we-do/about-us/mission-vision-
and-values

The year 
in figures 

Total: £483.1K
Charitable Activities 
£348K

Governance 
£27.2K 

Fundraising - 
Investing your money 
so it goes further 
£78.2K

Support & 
Running Costs 
£29.7K 

Where Your Money Goes

72%

16%

6%

6%

Total Income: £530.9K
Income Received 

Trading £9.6K 

Investments £0.1K 

Legacies £126.2K

Individuals £166K

Churches & 
Organisations 
£175.4K

Other £14.9K 

Gift Aid £38.7K 

23.7%

31.3%

33%

2.8%
7.3%

1.8
%

0.1%

India 
(9%)

Tanzania 
(16%)

Nepal 
(23%)

Ethiopia 
(3%)

Nigeria 
(38%)

The highlights listed with each country show what has been 
achieved as a result of collaborative funding between TLM NI and 
other TLM members in 2018. Each percentage indicates the % spent 
of TLM NI’s project funding budget for each country during 2018. 

Tanzania  
Tagan (pictured below) was given training 
in carpentry while he was an inpatient at 
Hombolo hospital. Now he has set up his own 
business making furniture and employs three 
other men and has built his own home! 

Highlights: 
•   18,811 people attended health education 

seminars run by 30 volunteers, with 2,129 
people coming forward for leprosy screening

•  9,528 people benefitted from access to 
medical care through mobile clinic services 

•  Another low-cost home was completed in 
Samaria, a village of leprosy-affected people 
supported by TLM NI, (which brings the total 
houses constructed as a result of TLM’s 
support to 26). Houses 27 and 28 will be 
completed in 2019

•  11 self-help groups were formed, and basic 
food supplies were provided to all 300 
residents in Samaria. Global support, 

research and 
advocacy (11%)
TLM NI co-funded the global research 
adviser role, held by Deanna Hagge, 
based in Nepal

Highlights: 
•  Our global advocacy has led the United 

Nations to seek information from 
the national governments of leprosy 
priority countries such as Ethiopia, 
Philippines and Nigeria on the steps 
taken to eliminate discrimination 
against persons affected by leprosy 

Ethiopia 
Demi (pictured below) has struggled 
with leprosy-related disabilities and 
discrimination for many years, but 
she has found a place of refuge 
and support in the 
ALVRA hostel. 

Highlights: 
•  TLM NI supported Ethiopia in 

2018, and worked with ENAPAL 
(Ethiopian National Association of 
People Affected by Leprosy), a key 
partner, to oversee the hostel

Nigeria
A new hospital ward  will expand 
and improve hospital services in 
memory of Dr Esther Davies (1919-
2011), a Christian missionary doctor 
from Portadown, who gave 50 years 
of her life to serve leprosy-affected 
people in Nigeria. 

Highlights: 
•  Construction began on a new 

20-bed amenity ward at Ekpene 
Obom Hospital

India 
Your gifts helped work to begin on 
the construction of a new Out-
Patients’ department at TLM’s 
Purulia hospital in India. 

Highlights: 
•  40,056 consultations at TLM’s 

Purulia Hospital’s Outpatients’ 
department in India, including 
12,097 consults for leprosy-
affected people

•  5,253 pairs of footwear made 
or given to patients at Purulia 
hospital or government hospitals

•  1,325 children enrolled in 
the Children Unite for Action 
programme, a variety of 
activities to empower and equip 
disadvantaged and leprosy-
affected children from three 
States

•  150 children affected by leprosy 
were given school scholarships

Nepal  
Laxmi received reconstructive 
surgery at Anandaban 
hospital. She has also been 
given a school scholarship by 
TLM and is now studying 
to be a nurse. 

Highlights:
•  47,000 people received care 

and treatment for leprosy 
and other diseases at TLM’ 
Anandaban hospital and at 
its 79 satellite clinics

•  3,451 people received 
assisted support devices 
such as canes, crutches and 
wheelchairs

•  166 reconstructive 
surgeries performed to help 
people in their daily lives
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Gifts that 
give twice

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me,’ ”
Matthew 25:40 

What difference do Gifts for Life™ really make to the people 
who receive them? The following three stories will give you a 
wonderful insight into just how much our Gifts for Life™ are 
valued and appreciated by the people who need them most

Give thanks for the 
many ways in which 
people’s lives are 
being transformed 
thanks to the thoughtfulness and 
generosity of our supporters. 

Yadu, Ajeeva and their three daughters 
were all diagnosed with leprosy and given 
treatment to cure them. But they were 
still often sick. However, it wasn’t leprosy 
making them unwell; it was the water they 
collected each day from the river. Water that 
was teeming with bacteria. But they had 
no choice. There was nowhere else they 
could collect water. They had to use it for 
everything – for washing, cooking, drinking 
and watering their crops. Until one day 
when people arrived to dig a well – a well 
that was funded by generous donors like 
you who had bought one of our Gifts for 
Life™ to give a family like this a healthier 
and happier future. The water is clean, 
fresh and readily available. They wake up 
each morning with so much gratitude for 
something that we can so easily take for 
granted.  

The difference a 
well makes 
(£800)

Darshan has had leprosy-related wounds 
and disabilities for many years. And yet 
he has struggled on, trying to cope with a 
very physically demanding job, harvesting 
sugar cane, so that he can provide for his 
wife Rupa and their daughter Vanishri. 
As a family they have faced stigma and 
discrimination from their local community. 
And, on top of that, they’ve had to deal with 
a dilapidated house. Every monsoon season 
their roof would leak and raw sewage would 
flood onto the stone floor from the street 
outside. But thanks to supporters like 
you who have purchased a Gift for Life™, 
Darshan and Rupa have been blessed with 
a wonderful new home, with a roof that 
doesn’t leak, floors that don’t flood and a 
kitchen that is safe and clean to cook in! 
They are so happy to have received such 
a wonderful gift – it has changed their life 
completely. 

The difference 
a house makes 
(£900)

Dilaksia was diagnosed with leprosy when 
she was at school. Her family is incredibly 
poor. They all live together in one room 
supported by Dilaksia’s father who is a farm 
labourer. Sadly, he does not earn enough 
to pay for all four of his children to attend 
school. But thanks to donors like you, who 
purchase our Gifts for Life™, the family 
have been provided with two dairy cows. 
Now they are earning a much better income 
and are able to send all their children to 
school. Dilaksia is even dreaming of one 
day becoming a doctor.  

The difference a 
cow makes 
(£230)

Unique gift ideas 
for Christmas

There are Gifts for Life™ to suit every budget. If you are part 
of a small group or church group, you could club together 
to purchase the more expensive items, like a house or a 
well. Whatever you choose, you can be sure that you will 
be equipping people for a more prosperous and hope-filled 
future. Thank you!

How to purchase a Gift for Life™

Fruit trees provide leprosy-affected people with a good yield of fresh, vitamin-
packed food that is a great source of nutrition for the whole family. Any surplus 
produce can then be sold at local markets providing the family with an income. 
The trees also serve to make farmland more fertile.  

School uniforms are mandatory in many countries where we 
work. Without one a child is unable to attend school. But 
many leprosy-affected families cannot afford to buy them. If 
you purchase a school uniform you’ll be giving a ‘passport’ to 
education and a brighter future to children affected by leprosy. 

Give the priceless gift of 
sight and pay for surgery 
to prevent blindness. 
Leprosy can often cause 
nerve damage around 
the eyes, meaning its 
victims are unaware they 
need to blink when dust 
and grit enters the eyes, 
leading to infections and 
the threat of blindness.

Train a community health worker in leprosy detection 
and treatment, rights awareness, sanitation and 
hygiene, counselling and other vital skills.

Many of the poorest and 
most marginalised people we 
help have no toilet facilities 
of their own and sometimes 
have to walk a long way to find 
somewhere private. Your gift will 
help build a latrine block which 
will both improve hygiene and 
provide a sense of dignity. 

FRUIT TREES 
£13

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
£20

A LATRINE BLOCK 
£100

EYE SURGERY 
£35

Ajeeva collects water from the new well
Darshan (right) with his wife Rupa (centre) and 
daughter Vanishri (left)

Dilaksia collecting fresh milk from the dairy cows

TRAIN A COMMUNITY 
HEALTH WORKER

£40
“We feel buying a Gift for Life is so worthwhile and makes a big difference to those with nothing in 
their lives. With climate change, a going green option of seeds, trees or even animals can change 
a family’s life for ever and give them the start they desperately need. It is not a one-off gift but 
continues on for years and even decades,” Gary and Valerie Keenan, TLM NI supporters

Gifts for Life™ catalogues can also ordered from the 
TLM NI office (see back page for contact details). 
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Melito was just seven years old when he 
was diagnosed with leprosy. His leprosy 
was caught early because he lived in a 
village where community health volunteers 
had been trained by TLM to recognise 
the symptoms of leprosy. This meant 
that Melito was treated quickly, cured of 
leprosy and supported by a local self-care 
group which helped him to deal with any 
worries he had about being diagnosed 
with leprosy. The group were very active 
in the community and had been raising 
awareness of the disease and successfully 
fighting against stigma and discrimination. 

Not only did Melito have the physical and 
emotional support he needed, he was 
also provided with a school scholarship by 
TLM. This meant that he was able to start 
going to school, something his parents 
had not been able to afford because of the 
high cost of school uniforms, books and 
equipment. 

This project in Africa supports children 
throughout primary and secondary 

Making 
a mark 
that lasts

“In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
and into an inheritance that can never 
perish, spoil or fade,” 
1 Peter: 3-4   

Did you know that 80 per cent of people in Northern Ireland 
make a charitable gift each year? We are a generous and 
caring bunch! So, it‘s surprising that only four per cent of 
people who write a Will include a legacy gift to a charity in 
it. Yet legacy gifts can bring powerful change to the lives of 
young people, as Melito’s story below illustrates. 

We also hear from TLM NI supporter Audrey Logan about why 
she has decided to remember TLM in her Will.

“We make our mark and, 
however small it is, it’s 
our mark, and the world 
will never be quite the 
same again. God grant 
the mark we leave is the 
mark of the cross,” 
Eddie Askew (1927-2007), artist 
and writer, and former International 
Director for TLM International 

How legacy giving has 
changed a young boy’s life

education. And once they have completed 
formal schooling, the project supports 
them to access vocational training. 

Now 19, Melito is achieving his dream 
of studying electrical engineering. He is 
excited about his future and knows that, 
with the quality education he has received, 
he will bring greater financial security and 
greater hope to the rest of his family.

All of this has only been made possible 
because of our faithful supporters who 
leave life-changing gifts in their Wills. 
Because of people just like you, we are 
able to give more children like Melito the 
opportunity to have an education and 
lift themselves, and their families, out of 
poverty. 

With your incredible support, we 
can continue to make an impact for 
generations to come in the lives of people 
like Melito. 

Find out more 
about leaving a 
gift in your Will
Leaving a legacy factsheet – contact the 
office to request more information about 
leaving a gift in your Will. You can also 
request this on our response form enclosed 
with this magazine. 

Will to Give week is taking place from        
4-8 November. Many organisations, 
including TLM NI, will be raising awareness 
of the importance of making a Will and how 
you can leave a gift to one or more charities. 
You can visit their website 
www.willtogive.org for further information or 
to help find a local solicitor to advise you.   

Alternatively, if you would like more 
information about leaving a gift in your 
will to The Leprosy Mission please contact 
Joanne at the office on 028 9262 9500 or 
joanne@tlm-ni.org

Roll of honour
The Leprosy Mission offers a loving way to 
remember the life of someone special – by 
giving a donation in their memory rather than 
flowers at a funeral or memorial service. 

We sincerely thank God for these men and 
women who have made a lasting contribution 
to TLM in the last year and we remember their 
families at this time.

Legacies
Rachel Hilditch
Maureen & Harry Armstrong
Barbara Dyatt
Dorothy Cairns
Helen Atchison
Elizabeth Duff
Lenore Semple
Violet Logan
James Harkness
Mrs Gamble
Robert Noel Percival Johnston

In Lieu of flowers/In Memory
Nan Buchannan
Anna Molloy
Sheilagh Jebb
Mrs McCool
Margaret Thompson
Leslie Brennan
Catherine Wilson
Irene McDonald
Margaret Palmer
Maude Nixon

Audrey Logan lives in Bessbrook and remembers hearing about 
the work of The Leprosy Mission from her mum who was a TLM 
NI Church Representative in Bessbrook from 1939 to the 1960s, 
a role which Audrey took on after her mother stepped down. 

“TLM has been a mission close to my heart since childhood,” 
explains Audrey. “And one which I’ve supported all my life.” As 
a result, Audrey has decided to leave a significant gift in her Will 
to TLM. 

We are incredibly grateful to Audrey for her faithful support 
and we know that her decision to remember TLM in her Will is 
going to have a lasting impact on the lives of people affected by 
leprosy.

“A mission close 
to my heart”



Lagan House, 2a Queens Road, Lisburn BT27 4TZ.  
Tel: 028 9262 9500  Email: info@tlm-ni.org  

Jesus cured 
leprosy in 
his lifetime, 
we are called 
to end it 
in ours
Join the fight to end leprosy 
www.tlm-ni.org
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