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Below is a harvest themed sermon ideal for a congregation unfamiliar with the work 

of The Leprosy Mission. The slides refer to the ‘Harvest PowerPoint’ and are 

designed to compliment the sermon.  

 

[Slide 1] 

Harvest is a time to celebrate God’s goodness and abundance. We look about us 

today and can see the fruits of God’s earth, and the beauty of the created order. (a 

chance to compliment those who have decorated the church!) 

But as we focus today on the work of The Leprosy Mission, we are aware that God’s 

rich blessing which we see here and we so often experience is not a common 

experience for those with leprosy.  

Despite the fact that 1 new case of leprosy is discovered every 2 minutes, people 

with leprosy are often forgotten by the world, rejected by their family, and left alone 

to fight a disease which destroys their body. To speak in terms of harvest about 

people with leprosy, we might have to dress up the church in a very different way. 

The difficult truth is that we would need to furnish the pews with rotten fruit and 

lifeless crops.  

[Slide 2]  

Leprosy acts much like a thief who comes to steal, to kill and to destroy. Here are 

some facts which help to demonstrate the destructive power of this disease on 

people’s lives: 

-Over 50% of people with leprosy suffer from mental health issues, most commonly 

depression.  

-There are over 140 laws which specifically and actively discriminate against people 

with leprosy. 

-Around 80% of people who have leprosy experience stigma, which comes in many 

forms. For example, a child may be bullied by their friends, or an adult may lose their 

job.  

As a result, leprosy leaves people in a place of disability and despair.  

[Slide 3] 

The Leprosy Mission seeks to bring hope and healing to every area of a person 

affected by leprosy’s life, so that they may know the abundance and blessing of 

God’s love and may enjoy life in all its fullness.   

[Slide 4] 

Meet Nagammal. Nagammal lives in the south of India, and is in her 40’s. For many 

years now, she has suffered from leprosy. The first signs of the disease appeared as 

she was preparing to get married in her early 20’s. She and her husband had a child, 

but the child tragically died before reaching his first birthday. By her late 20’s, leprosy 
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had gripped her body. Her feet and her hands had lost all feeling. Cooking on open 

fires and walking without shoes over rough ground led to severe ulcers and her 

fingers and toes were soon lost to leprosy.  

Her situation became progressively worse and as she became more reliant on 

others, they became less dependable.  

Her husband left her, and her family didn’t want anything to do with her. She was left 

to live in a goat’s shed, and this is where, in the floods of 2015, a TLM field worker 

found her.  

[Slide 5] 

Nagammal’s plight has strong parallels with a character from the Bible.  Saul’s 

grandson, Mephibosheth [Met-i-bos-het] is living with a disability in dire 

circumstances. In 2 Samuel 4:4 we read that at age 5, he learns that his dad, 

Jonathan has died. The family retreat from the troops who are out to find them, and 

as they do so he has a severe fall and loses the function of both legs.  

[Slide 6]  

In 2 Samuel 9:4 we read that Methibosheth ends up living in Lodibar. Lodibar means 

‘a place of desolation where nothing grows’. The picture of a failed harvest comes 

again to mind as we think of his situation. He is physically injured, in a place of 

poverty and with no family.  

The text tells us (verse 3) that he is the only remaining relative of Saul. In addition to 

the terrible grief he would have experienced at losing his entire family, Methibosheth 

was extremely vulnerable. David, the reigning king, has many reasons not to like 

Saul’s family. David spend many years fleeing for his life at the hands of Saul (see 1 

Samuel). After Saul dies, David, anointed as king over Judah, had to fight a long war 

against the tribes who were still loyal to the now dead Saul (2 Samuel 2-4).  

In 2 Samuel 9, David discovers that Methibosheth is still alive. Given the history 

between the families, it would be understandable if David viewed him as a threat.  

David summons him, and as Methibosheth meets David he is understandably filled 

with ‘great fear’. Instead of killing him, David gives to him his grandfathers land, 

along with many servants, and invites him to make the royal palace his home.  

David, the shepherd boy turned king acts in a way that points to Jesus, the Good 

Shephard and servant King.  

Maureen Ross-Jones says that David here shows God’s “unfailing, unsought and 

unlimited kindness.” 

[Slide 7] 

The actions of David towards Methibosheth offer us an example of how to act 

towards those who the world says its ok to ignore or treat with contempt. 

David’s compassion and kindness mean that Methibosheth’s life is transformed. He 

moves from a place of desolation to a place of abundance.  
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[Slide 8] 

We left the story of Nagammal in a place of desolation. Her situation was much like 

that of Methibosheth. She was in a vulnerable situation, unable to escape. After 4 

days of flooding, abandoned by her family, trapped in the goat’s shed, hungry and 

wet, she was found by a TLM community worker.  

He bandaged her ulcers and wounds and arranged for her to be taken to the local 

TLM hospital. It was there that she got more extensive treatment. Doctors performed 

reconstructive surgery on her feet and hands. Occupational therapists fitted her with 

shoes and assistive devices which allowed her the chance to be much more 

independent.  

[Slide 9] 

The Leprosy Mission also set to work on the little bit of land that she had. They 

rebuilt her home and connected it to electricity. This was the first time in her life that 

Nagammal had electricity! 

A few months before all of this happened, Nagammal had a dream. In the dream, a 

lady told her that she should start attending church. She woke up and made a 

decision – to stop worshipping hindu gods, and to worship only Jesus.  

[Slide 10] 

She says that the workers from The Leprosy Mission are agents of Jesus in her life,  

“I know that Jesus works through each of the people involved in The Leprosy 

Mission. When people from TLM visit my house, it is as if Jesus himself has come to 

visit me.” 

Her experiences have led her to become a witness in her local community. She 

shares her electricity, winning over neighbours who once loathed her. She prays for 

peoples needs, and they as Hindu’s are amazed that Jesus, her God, answers these 

prayers.  

[Slide 11] 

God has worked powerfully and with “unfailing, unsought and unlimited kindness” in 

her life, much like he did for Saul’s grandson.  

[Slide 12] 

Despite the best efforts of the thief to steal, kill and destroy Nagammal’s life, through 

God’s intervention and The Leprosy Mission’s work, Nagammal has found healing 

and hope.  

This battle against leprosy has been won, but there are many more battles still to 

fight, and this is where you can help.  

[Slide 13] 

The fact remains that leprosy still exists, it devastates the lives of many people 

around the world, but there is a cure, and the really exciting news is that the injustice 



 
4 The Leprosy Mission Harvest Resources | Sermon Notes | A Harvest of Kindness 

of leprosy can be ended in our lifetime. By the year 2035, we are aiming to see zero 

leprosy transmission; that means that instead of finding a new case of leprosy every 

two minutes, which is the present rate, there will be no new cases of leprosy at all. 

This is an ambitious goal, but we are following in the footsteps of Jesus, who cured 

leprosy in his lifetime. We are convinced that we are called to end leprosy in our 

lifetime. We also are working towards ending the disability which leprosy causes, by 

finding cases of leprosy early and bringing them the medicine which cures leprosy. 

Our third goal is to see an end to leprosy discrimination, so that those who suffer the 

physical problems of leprosy no longer have to encounter the social rejection of 

leprosy.  

And so I invite you today to join The Leprosy Mission in the fight against leprosy, and 

help to eradicate this ancient and destructive disease once and for all.  

There are different ways you can get involved:  

-you can visit our website – www.tlm-ni.org to find out more.  

-you can pick up a prayer leaflet to begin praying for TLM.  

-you can take a regular giving pack and consider financially supporting TLM – a gift 

of £6 a month can bring medicine to someone suffering from leprosy. 

Whatever way you choose to get involved, we are extremely thankful for your 

partnership and your contribution because your efforts are vital in helping to bring a 

much-needed harvest of kindness to people living with leprosy today.  


