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Giving Thanks 
Welcome to the Spring / Summer edition of our InTouch magazine.
At long last, the warmer weather has arrived, the flowers are starting to bloom, and I 

have a spring in my step knowing that your prayers and donations are reaching those 

affected by leprosy and transforming their lives.Last year, more than 18,000 people directly benefitted from your support. Wow! That is 

amazing. You are amazing. Thank you.Your support has been critical in bringing help and hope to others through community 

health and school awareness programmes; medical diagnosis, treatment and cure of 

leprosy by specially-trained doctors; and the provision of food, safe shelter and much-

needed support devices like wheelchairs, crutches and special footwear. 
Turn to page 7 to read stories of hope and transformation and be encouraged. I am 

also delighted to provide you with an update on page 8 on the construction work at 

Purulia Hospital following our World Leprosy Sunday campaign in 2017. It is wonderful to 

anticipate how your support will enable the new Outpatients’ Department to have such 

a positive impact on the patients and staff at the hospital for now and for many years to 

come. 
Because of you, we can cure, care and restore leprosy-affected lives. Turn to page 12 to 

see how three local individuals are doing their bit to make a difference.
With the passing of Easter, I am reminded again of the new life that Christ’s death on the 

cross brings to us all. We seek to follow His command to ‘Heal the sick … cleanse those 

with leprosy’ (Matthew 10:8 NIV) and bring to others the freedom we ourselves have 

received. ‘Freely you have received, freely give,’  Matthew 10:8.
As you sit down to read all the wonderful stories in this magazine, join with me in giving 

thanks and continue to pray for individuals, families and leprosy-affected communities 

around the world.
Be Blessed!

Joanne Briggs
National Director
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What do you do with your used stamps?
TLMNI can turn your old stamps into cash that enables us to help those 
affected by leprosy. In 2017, we raised over £5,000 through the sale of used 
stamps! Please don’t throw your envelopes in the bin. Tear off the stamp 
and donate them to us. You could even get your local church, school or 
businesses involved. Reusing them makes a real difference to those in need. 

Did you know that we also recycle printer cartridges?
If you have any used cartridges, you can donate them to us. You are welcome 
to drop them into the office during our normal opening hours. (Unfortunately, 
we cannot accept Epsom, Kodak or any restored ink cartridges)  

Moneyboxes change lives. Small change that makes a big difference.
It’s easy and fun to put a Leprosy Mission moneybox in your home, church, 
workplace or local shop. You can help raise funds in small change to create 
big change for leprosy-affected people this year. 

Contact Joy at the office for more information on 028 9262 9500 
or joy@tlm-ni.org

Dates For Your Diary

Sursati (centre) was the focus of our Spring Appeal. 
You can find out more about her life and how you 
have responded to our call to transform Sursati’s life 
on page 6. Photo credit: Ruth Jones

The front page photo explained...

11
MAY

A Taste of India event
Seagoe Parish Church, 
Portadown (see page 10 
for more info)

Friday

20
JUNE

Lisburn Fun Run – join 
us to run or walk 3K or 
10K (see page 4 for more 
details)

Wednesday

24
AUGUST

Bangor Worldwide 
Missionary Convention 
– TLM NI will be 
exhibiting at the 
conference, come and 
say hello 

TO 1 SEPT

Mid
OCTOBER

TLM NI Christmas shop 
goes to Lisburn Health 
Centre 

3
NOVEMBER

Christmas Fair and 
Coffee Morning
10am-12pm Seymour 
Street Methodist Church, 
Lisburn 

Saturday

We will need volunteers at all these 
events, see page 5 for more info.

Bank Changes: Attention All Regular 
Givers & Church Secretaries
Last year we notified you that, due to legal 
changes within the organisation, The Leprosy 
Mission has had to change banks. 
Our new bank is Danske Bank
Branch: Donegall Square West
Sort Code: 95-06-79
Account Number: 60126691
We plan to close the Ulster Bank and First Trust 
Bank accounts in coming months. Your support 
really makes a difference and we don’t want 
to lose connection with you during this time of 
transition. If you have not already done so can you 
please transfer your lodgements and/or Standing 
Order to Danske Bank as soon as practically 
possible.  We have already provided you with the 
information and form in order to help you do this.  
If you need us to resend this to you or if you need 
any further assistance please contact Joy at the 
office on 028 9262 9500 or via email 
info@tlm-ni.org.  She is ready and waiting to help!

6
JUNE

Tanzania night
TLM NI offices, Lagan 
House, Lisburn 7pm
For previous volunteers, 
supporters and anyone 
else interested in the 
work in Tanzania

Wednesday
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News...

World Leprosy Day service

On Sunday 28 January we held our annual 
World Leprosy Day service at Lisburn Cathedral, 
with special guest speaker Brent Morgan, The 
Leprosy Mission International Director.
Brent shared stories of transformation from 
around the world and talked about how “we 
have the opportunity to give people with leprosy 
new identities; both physical and spiritual.”
He also shared with the congregation The 
Leprosy Mission’s vision to see zero leprosy 
transmission by 2035.  
“For a disease that has been around for thousands 
of years, to maybe see zero transmission of 
leprosy within the next 20 years, that’s very 
exciting for us,” he said. 
The service also included a time of prayer and 
worship, closing remarks from TLM NI Director, 
Joanne Briggs, and refreshments. 
World Leprosy Day is marked worldwide on 
the last Sunday of January each year. We invite 
churches and individuals to host a ‘Leprosy 
Sunday’ service or fundraising event on a day 
that best suits them. For more information, see 
page 9. 

Your support helps feed the hungry  
Your support has enabled us to fund the distribution of food to 40 
people living in Samaria, a village of leprosy-affected people in 
Tanzania where we have been supporting projects for over 10 years. 
A lack of rainfall in the country towards the end of 2017 and the 
beginning of this year, resulting in a poor harvest, has led some 
villages in Tanzania to struggle with food insecurity.
But with the gifts you so generously give, we have been able to 
provide maize flour, sugar, cooking oil, beans, salt and tea leaves to 
families in Samaria. Everyone was delighted to receive their provisions 
and relieved to know that they would have enough food to last the 
next three months. 
Samaria is a village of leprosy-
affected people who’ve been 
rejected by their communities. 
TLM NI has built a church, low-
cost homes and provided a water 
pump here. Recently, four more 
homes were completed, to bring 
the total low-cost houses built 
for leprosy-affected families to 
26. Thank you for making this 
possible! 

Help us stop leprosy in its tracks - 
Lisburn Fun Run 2018
It’s that time of year again when the Lisburn Half Marathon, 10K and 
Fun Run is fast approaching. This year we’re inviting you to Join with 
Joanne, our Director, and walk or run 3K or 10K on the evening of 
Wednesday 20 June. There are distances to suit all levels of fitness 
and ability. We are also going to make sure our team stands out in 
the crowd by wearing fancy dress or wacky shoes. If you would like to 
join us, or find out more, visit our website or call the office. 
If you can’t make it, why not organise 
your own sponsored walk or run or do 
something else you love and change 
the lives of leprosy-affected people at 
the same time. We can give you tips 
and resources to help you reach your 
fundraising goal. If you’d like our help, 
get in touch.

Brent Morgan being interviewed by 
Fiona Davidson, TLM NI chairperson 

Food distribution

Tanzania house building

The TLM NI office team with 
Brent Morgan (centre)

Stop leprosy 

 

in its tracks

LEPROSY DEFEATED, 

LIVES TRANSFORMED

www.tlm-ni.org4



News...

Taking a stand to end disability- 
and leprosy-related discrimination  

On 14 February, Pradeep Bagival TLM 
International’s Head of Advocacy and Brent 
Morgan, TLM International Director, represented 
The Leprosy Mission at the 19th Session of the 
UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (UNCRPD) in Geneva.  
Countries who have adopted the convention 
are obliged to report periodically on how they 
are promoting the inclusion of people with 
disabilities at all levels of society. 
At this session, Brent gave a presentation 
requesting the Committee ask the 22 highest 
leprosy-burdened countries, who are signatories 
to the UNCRPD, to report on the steps taken by 
their governments to eliminate discrimination 
against persons affected by leprosy. 
As a result of Brent’s presentation, and the 
work of Pradeep, the UNCRPD has included 
two leprosy-specific questions in response to a 
report from the government of the Philippines. 
The Philippines’ government will now be 
required to answer questions about how they 
are ending stigma and discrimination against 
persons affected by leprosy-related disabilities 
and how leprosy-affected people are included in 
decision-making processes regarding disability-
related legislation.
This is a small but significant step in raising 
awareness of leprosy and ensuring governments 
are held accountable for upholding the rights of 
people affected by leprosy. The Leprosy Mission 
will work to ensure momentum is maintained and 
that similar questions are asked of all leprosy-
burdened countries who are signatories to the 
UNCRPD.
Your prayers make a difference
You and many other supporters prayed about 
this meeting during World Leprosy Day - what a 
difference this has made. Thank you!

Putting the fun back into feet
Emmanuel Church Lurgan’s Kingdom Kids raised £552 for The 
Leprosy Mission recently by taking part in a wacky shoes day. 
The young people wore mismatched or fun shoes to highlight 
how children affected by leprosy need good quality shoes to 
prevent their feet from becoming damaged or infected. We 
are so delighted by their efforts and want to thank them for the 
difference they are making to children around the world.

Our vision of leprosy defeated, lives 
transformed, is closer than ever before
To mark World Leprosy Day 2018, leprosy agencies around the 
world have joined forces to launch a global partnership for zero 
leprosy transmission bringing The Leprosy Mission’s vision of 
‘Leprosy Defeated, Lives Transformed’ even closer
The Global Partnership for Zero Leprosy brings together organisations 
including The International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations 
(ILEP), of which The Leprosy Mission is a part, the Novartis Foundation, 
the International Association for Integration, Dignity and Economic 
Advancement (IDEA), national leprosy programmes as well as support 
from the World Health Organisation (WHO).
Despite the availability of effective multi-drug therapy for the last 30 
years, the number of newly-diagnosed leprosy patients has remained 
above 200,000 per year for the last decade, including thousands of 
children. This is due to barriers such as inadequate resources and 
stigma, which make diagnosing and treating leprosy difficult and allow 
the disease to continue to spread.
However, scientific innovation is changing the way we 
approach leprosy. Instead of simply focusing on 
treatment, we can now implement innovative 
ways to interrupt transmission of the disease.
The Global Partnership for Zero Leprosy 
will coordinate action in three key areas: 
1) accelerating research in new diagnostic 
and therapeutic tools, interventions and 
strategies to interrupt leprosy transmission; 
2) mobilising technical assistance and 
expertise to strengthen existing national 
programmes and accelerate translation of 
new evidence into action; and 
3) increasing advocacy and fundraising.
This is a significant step forward to see a leprosy-
free world.

You can find out more about the Global Partnership at www.zeroleprosy.org

TLM NI volunteer opportunities 
Volunteers are our lifeblood and we couldn’t do what we do without them! We 
have a wide variety of volunteering opportunities available. If you are interested, 
please get in touch with Joy in the office on 02892 629500 or email info@tlm-ni.org

Church 
Representatives – are 
a voice for leprosy and 
The Leprosy Mission 
within their church. 

Mid-week groups 
and Sunday service 
speakers  - you could 
raise awareness of 
the needs of people 
affected by leprosy 
in local churches and 

communities (see page 
12 for more info). 

TLM NI office 
administration support 
– if you can spare an 
hour a week, or once 
a month, we could put 
you to good use in the 
office.

Taste of India event 
(11 May) – we still need 

people to help with 
welcoming and waiting 
on tables.

Lisburn Health Centre 
Week (October) – Call 
the office to register 
your interest for helping 
with the Christmas 
shop at Lisburn Health 
Centre.
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‘And who knows but that you 
have come to your royal position 
for such a time as this?’   
Esther 4:14

Thank you for
changing Sursati’s life
Some weeks ago, we shared Sursati’s story with you 
and asked you to help her, and others like her, enjoy a 
quieter season in their later years.  
You responded amazingly - thank you! We wanted to 
remind you of her story and bring you up-to-date with 
the great news of what your gifts have achieved. 

PRAYER POINT: Pray for Sursati and other people like her, that they will know that they are not forgotten. Pray that The Leprosy Mission will have 
all the resources it needs to create more homes and places of safety for elderly people affected by leprosy. Pray, too, that Sursati’s sons will find 
suitable jobs quickly.

Severe damage
Sursati contracted leprosy when 
she was only a child. Without 
the treatment which she could 
so easily have had, her body was 
severely damaged 
by the disease. 

Her hands and 
feet lost all 
feeling which 
meant she no 
longer felt any 
pain when she 
hurt herself: as a 

result her fingers and toes 
were greatly shortened 

in length. 

She did eventually 
receive the 
medicines 
necessary to cure 

her of leprosy.  But 
far too late to stop her 

very obvious disabilities. 

Ostracised and rejected
Because of the fear and stigma 
of this cruel disease, Sursati was 
no longer welcome in her village. 
She was ostracised and rejected 
and ended up living on the 
streets with her two young sons. 
Her damaged hands meant that 
she could no longer work, and 
she was forced to beg in order to 
provide for her family.

Even today Sursati 
fights a constant battle 
against infection and 
ulcers when she 
accidentally hurts 
herself and doesn’t 
realise it because 
she has lost 
feeling in her 
hands and feet. 

No longer an 
outcast
Over the years, 
generous gifts from 
people like you have 
enabled The Leprosy 
Mission to build 
community homes for people like 
Sursati. Indeed, she now lives 
in one of those communities, 
happy, secure and accepted. 
No longer the outcast.

Sursati has always fought hard 
to make sure that her two 
sons have the best possible 
opportunities in life. They 
are now both vibrant young 
adults. Despite a good 
education, the stigma of 
having a parent affected 
by leprosy means they are 
both finding it hard to get 
a job. Nasayan, 23, is just 
finishing his degree and 
Raju, 19, has qualified as 
an electrician.

A transformed life – thanks to you!
Sursati is now working with others from the leprosy community to educate people about the disease. 
She has become Secretary of the local support group, helping other leprosy-affected people become 
aware of their pension and disability rights. Your amazing response means that, Sursati, once a 
beggar on the streets, now lives a transformed life with a hope for the future. Thank you!

If you weren’t able to make a gift 
earlier but would like to do so 
now, there is still time to bring 
a smile to the face of another 
person affected by leprosy:

£10 provides a pair of 
specially-made 

protective shoes to help people 
like Sursati walk safely on rough 
ground

£24 delivers the 
medicines that will 

cure a person of leprosy

£90 supports Sursati and 
people like her with 

a place in a leprosy community, 
where they will be safe and able 
to live the remainder of their 
lives free from the dangers of 
surviving on the streets 
Please help us show others 
like Sursati that they are not 
forgotten. Any gift you give will 
make a difference. 
You can give safely and securely 
on our website, www.tlm-ni.org, 
or fill in the form enclosed with 
this magazine, or call the office 
on 02892 629500.  
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Support from the local church 
is such a gift to us. We value 
your prayers, your compassion 
for leprosy-affected people 
and your generosity. Here, we 
share how local churches have 
been Champions for Change 
over the last few months 
Jesus longs for us all to be active in 
mission, to see the needs of others and 
to be his hands and feet to a world in 
need, so that many more will come to 
know his grace and love. 

Your church has a vital part to play 
on a local and global level, living out 
your God-given calling to heal the sick, 
feed the hungry and clothe the poor. 
Partnering with The Leprosy Mission is 
one way you can do this. Here’s a taste 
of what some churches around the 
country are doing.

World Leprosy Day services
On World Leprosy Day, Sunday 
28 January, our volunteer speaker 
team were very busy, speaking at 
eight different churches: Ballyblack 
Presbyterian, Ballyholme Methodist, 
St Mark’s Ballymacash, Kilkooley 
Presbyterian, Knock Presbyterian, 
Finaghy Methodist and Tamlaght 
O’Crilly Upper and Lower. Many more 
Church Representatives and ministers 
also took the opportunity to provide 
updates on the work of The Leprosy 
Mission, pray for projects and staff and 
organise collections to change the lives 
of leprosy-affected people around the 
world.

Knock Presbyterian Church 
On the morning of World Leprosy 
Day, Brent Morgan, TLM International 
Director, and Joanne Briggs, TLM NI 
Director, were the visiting speakers at 
Knock Presbyterian Church.

St Columb’s Cathedral
On 21 January, the Sunday School at 
St Columb’s Cathedral, Londonderry, 
presented Peter Hilton, our Church 
and School Engagement Officer, with 
a cheque for £100 following their 
fundraising activities for the work 
of TLM. The Cathedral has faithfully 
supported the ministry of The Leprosy 
Mission for many years, and it is great 
to see that passion being stirred up in a 
new generation. 

Conlig Presbyterian Church
A big thank you to the Girls’ Brigade 
company at Conlig  Presbyterian 
Church, Newtownards, for their 
fundraising efforts in response to our 
Fair Share resources, a new interactive 
resource for youth and children’s 
groups looking at issues of injustice 
and how we can help children affected 
by leprosy gain an education and hope 
for the future.

You can download copies of Fair Share 
from our website www.tlm-ni.org, or 
call the office. 

Emmanuel Church, Lurgan 
Joanne Briggs, TLM NI Director, spoke 
at Emmanuel Church Lurgan’s services 
on Sunday 18 March. The church has 
committed to supporting The Leprosy 
Mission on a regular basis. We are very 
grateful to the church leadership for 
their desire to help us transform the 
lives of leprosy-affected people. The 
church’s children and young people 
have also been busy raising money for 
The Leprosy Mission (see page 5 for 
more details). 

How your church can get 
involved 

Contact the office: We are a local 
ministry seeking to connect with 
people who have a heart to help 
those in need. Contact the office to 
begin the conversation about how 
you can find a role partnering with 
us. 

Resources: There are lots of 
resources on our website for 
church services and for youth and 
children’s groups that explore 
issues of injustice and God’s heart 
for the poor.

Prayer: We have many faithful 
prayer warriors in churches 
around Northern Ireland. You can 
download great prayer resources 
from our website that can be used 
in church services, small groups or 
by individuals.

Book a speaker: We love to visit 
churches! Please consider inviting 
one of our volunteer speaker team 
to speak at one of your services or 
events this year. 

Fundraising: Your church can 
help transform the lives of people 
affected by leprosy by raising 
critical funds  for The Leprosy 
Mission. Visit our website for ideas 
of how your church or home group 
can take part in making a significant 
difference to the lives of leprosy-
affected people.

Visit www.tlm-ni.org for more 
details or call the office. 

Churches in Northern Ireland 
transform lives 

PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for the churches in Northern Ireland that provide such vital 
support to The Leprosy Mission’s work. Pray for many more churches to be inspired to get 

involved and partner with us. 

From left to right: Joanne Briggs, Rev David 
Moore, Brent Morgan, TLMI Director, and Tracy 
Morgan at Knock Presbyterian Church

GB girls with Peter Hilton

Joanne Briggs with Dave Wylie, one of the 
Lead Pastors (Discipleship and Operations) at 
Emmanuel Church

‘Now to him who is able 
to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his 
power that is at work 
within us,’    

Ephesians 3: 20-21
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Update from India

‘Serve one another 
humbly in love,’  
Galatians 5:13

Your support is enabling healthcare, education and advocacy projects in India to thrive. Here we 
share stories of how your generous gifts are the foundation on which our work is built 

After a wonderful response to our World Leprosy Sunday 
2017 campaign to Transform Purulia Hospital, building work 
has begun on the brand new Outpatients’ Department. It is 
set to open later this year. 

Your kindness will give patients like Satish and Aruna, an 
even better experience of Purulia Hospital (you can read 
their stories on page 9).

Purulia Hospital in West Bengal is incredibly special; it’s The 
Leprosy Mission’s oldest hospital and has been caring for 
patients for almost 130 years.

In the late 19th century, 29 ‘outcasts’ were first cared for 
with love and compassion under a tree in Purulia, thanks to 
people like you reaching out to them.  

In 2016 more than 45,000 patients were treated by a small 
hardworking team led by husband and wife Dr Famkima 
Darlong and Dr Joydeepa Darlong in the hospital built on 
the very same ground – a beacon of light to leprosy sufferers 
for thousands of miles.

Dignity
Currently up to 300 patients a day queue in a cramped 
waiting area to be examined by a doctor with little privacy 
and just two toilets. 

Although the care and clinical expertise is outstanding, the 
facilities are just not fit for the 21st century.
But thanks to your compassion, leprosy-affected people, 
many of whom have been disowned by their families and 
arrive at the hospital afraid and alone, will soon be welcomed 
into a spacious waiting area and examined in dignity in one 
of six new consultation rooms. 
Two minor procedure rooms will also be created inside the 
new Outpatients’ Department as well as a pharmacy, toilet 
block and two lab areas. What a difference this will make to 
both patients and dedicated staff at Purulia!
Transformed
Once the new Outpatients’ Department is open, a second 
phase of the project will begin in 2019. 
The current Outpatients’ building will be transformed to 
include administration space to house patient records. There 
are also plans to refurbish old and run-down doctors’ homes 
in the hospital grounds in a bid to attract new doctors to 
Purulia.
This is only happening thanks to your generosity to the 
World Leprosy Sunday 2017 campaign to Transform Purulia 
Hospital. Thank you for joining with us to build a hospital fit 
for the future!

Gi
ve

 m
od

er
n 

med
ical care to people suffering with leprosy

TRANSFORM
Purulia Hospital
WORLD LEPROSY SUNDAY 2017

Purulia Hospital is being transformed – thanks to you! 

Breaking the ground ceremony 
at Purulia Hospital 

Dr Joydeepa Darlong and 
Dr Famkima Darlong 
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Update from India

Aruna’s story
Thank you for giving Aruna movement in her fingers again. The 13-year old 
is pictured in the grounds of Purulia Hospital soon after surgery to restore 
movement in her right hand. She was very brave to stay in The Leprosy 
Mission hospital on her own and was keen to be discharged so she could 
see her mum again, who she missed desperately. Deputy Superintendent 
of Purulia Hospital, Dr Joydeepa Darlong, reported that Aruna’s hand had 
healed well and she had good movement when she came for her recent 
post-operative checkup to the hospital. She was pleased that she can soon 
help her mum with the household chores as she hasn’t been able to for a 
while because of her clawed fingers. From Aruna and her grateful mum, a 
huge thank you for giving her this life-changing surgery.

Find out how you can be a 
Champion for Change in 2018

You can play your part in helping to 
break the cycle of leprosy-induced 
stigma and poverty, one life at a time. 
The Leprosy Mission trains people from 
within leprosy communities to become 

a leprosy champion – someone 
who, in partnership with TLM, will 
fight for employment and education 
opportunities for leprosy-affected 
people. They help to break down the 
walls of stigma and discrimination. 
They also learn what government 
support leprosy-affected people are 
entitled to and help many people in 
their community sign up to receive 
this vital financial aid. This aid helps 
parents feed their families and provide 
medicine when their children are ill. It is 
a lifeline to many. In real terms, people 
who once received 500 rupees a month 
(just over £5) are now receiving 3000 
rupees a month (around £34)!

How you can get involved:
• Give: For just £30 you can train a 
leprosy champion. You can give on-line, 

easily and securely, at www.tlm-ni.org 
or fill in and return the form in this 
magazine.  

• Book a speaker: We have a team of 
inspiring speakers who would love to 
speak at your World Leprosy Sunday 
service to share more about our work 
and what it means to be a 
Champion for Change. 
(See page 12 to find 
out more about our 
dedicated team of 
volunteer speakers). 

Although World Leprosy 
Day is marked worldwide on 
the last Sunday of January each year, 
we invite churches and individuals to 
host a church service or fundraising 
event on a day that best suits them. 
Your support helps change lives.

Satish’s story 
Thanks to you, young Satish, 11, has received the cure for 
leprosy. He has been discharged from Purulia Hospital after a 
lengthy stay while the deep ulcer on his left arm healed. Satish 
felt frightened for his future when he saw some of the terrible 
leprosy-caused disabilities and amputations some of the men 
on the ward had suffered. Praise God that the nurses and 
physiotherapists were able to save his arm and restore as much 
strength as possible. He is even hopeful that he might be able 
to play cricket again one day soon.

World Leprosy Sunday 2018: 
Champions for Change
Our focus for World Leprosy Sunday this year is to tackle stigma and discrimination by training up 
leprosy champions to work in some of the poorest communities around the world 

Find out more at www.tlm-ni.org/championforchange
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Update from India continued 

A dream come true 
Your support is helping children reach 
their potential through TLM India’s Catch 
Them Young Scheme. Chandu’s story is 
a great example of how this project is 
changing lives 
While staying at TLM’s Naini hospital in Uttar 
Pradesh, India, Chandu loved to watch the nurses 
go about their work. Chandu had leprosy and was 
receiving treatment at the hospital for an ulcer on her 
foot. As she recovered, Chandu dreamed of one day 
becoming a nurse herself. 

But Chandu’s family were incredibly poor. Her father had died when she 
was just five years old, leaving her mother to provide for six daughters. 
Somehow, she had managed to meet the basic needs of the family by 
working as a farm labourer. 

Worrying about the future
But in 2006, Chandu was diagnosed with leprosy. Her mother worried 
terribly about her future. Who would want to marry her now? Who would 
take care of Chandu in her old age? 

After her foot had healed and she was discharged from hospital, Chandu 
went back to school and completed her final exams. But she had no idea 
what she would do next. Her mother could not afford to pay for her to go 
to college.

A life-changing meeting
Then, a meeting with one of TLM’s Catch Them Young project workers 
changed her life forever. Catch Them Young is a school scholarship and 
education scheme aimed at children or young people who’ve been 
diagnosed with leprosy, or who come from a leprosy background. 

The project worker explained to Chandu that she could receive the 
financial help she needed to enable her to attend nursing college. Chandu 
really felt her dreams were coming true. But life from then on did not go 
as smoothly as she’d hoped.  

A difficult decision
Her fellow students did not want to share a room with her when they found 
out she had leprosy. They avoided her and looked down on her. Chandu 
was shattered. Desperately unhappy, she decided to leave nursing school 
and give up on her dream of becoming a nurse. Thankfully, Catch Them 
Young project staff stepped in. They visited the college and spoke to 
students and staff about how leprosy is not something to be fearful of. 

Growing confidence
Gradually, the students began to accept Chandu, her confidence began 
to grow and she excelled in her studies.  

After completion of her course, Chandu joined TLM Naini as a trainee 
and has started her journey of serving people affected by leprosy and 
disabilities. 

More about Catch Them Young
In 2017, 1,119 children were supported through financial assistance in 
16 centres in eight States in India. Alongside school scholarships, the 
children enjoyed visits to museums, taking part in a children’s parliament, 
and study groups to help them prepare for exams. Some children were 
also selected to be leprosy champions; they have been trained in leprosy 
detection and in advocating on behalf of leprosy-affected communities 
and individuals. All of this is only possible because of your support.
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Enjoy an evening on 11 May of Indian 
dining and entertainment as we 
experience the sights, sounds, smells and 
tastes of India.
Hear the stories of the plight of those with 
leprosy in India and learn how you can 
partner with us to change lives as we seek 
to defeat this cruel disease and transform 
individuals, families and communities 
affected by it. 
Suggested donations:
Adults: £12.50 per person
Children: Free
You can reserve individual spaces or in 
tables of six. Places are limited. Email 
tasteofindia@tlm-ni.org or call the office 
on 02892 629500.

Create your own event
Would you like to hold a Taste of India 
event in your church? We can provide you 
with all the resources you need to help 
you run a fun and informative evening to 
raise awareness of and funds for the work 
of The Leprosy Mission. Get in touch with 
the office to find out more. 

Roll of honour 
We sincerely thank God for these men and 
women who have made a lasting contribution 
to TLM, and we remember their families at 
this time.

Legacies
Mrs Elizabeth Georgina Brennan

Mr William Cecil Barr
Mrs Olive Grace Rodway
Mrs Edith Lyle Orr Brown 

Susan Mary Trenier
Mrs Wilma Roberta Teer

In Lieu of flowers/In Memory
Miss Dora Henry

Mr Albert Gillespie
Mrs Alice Lappin

Olive Ellis
Olive Hyde

Mary Jane Robinson
Rachel Tompsett
Rachel Hilditch

Elizabeth (Betty) Logan
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PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for the amazing heritage The Leprosy Mission has in India. Pray for the many staff and volunteers who make such a 
difference to some of the most marginalised people in the world. Pray that all discriminatory laws will be repealed and stigma overcome.

Laws from the British Raj in India to be repealed 
to protect the rights of people affected by leprosy
During the British Raj in India, numerous laws were 
introduced that isolated and discriminated against people 
affected by leprosy. In December, a Private Members’ Bill 
on the issue of leprosy was introduced in India’s Parliament 
by Mr K.T.S. Tulsi MP to repeal discriminatory legislation 
and enshrine in law the rights of people affected by the 
disease.
This momentous Bill addresses the crucial issue of 
discrimination and exclusion of persons affected by 
leprosy and of their family members on the grounds of 
leprosy. Nearly 30 years on from the discovery of a cure 
for leprosy, discrimination against people affected by it 
continues in India in both law and practice. 
India has over half of the world’s leprosy cases and there 
are 119 known laws in India, including civil and criminal, 
that discriminate against people affected by leprosy on 
sole grounds of the disease. These include leprosy as 
grounds for divorce; being barred from political or civic 
posts; not being entitled to certain benefits; the threat of 
arrest for begging, and laws allowing segregation from 
family and friends.
Recently, discriminatory practices of the Delhi Metro Rail 
Corporation (DMRC), were exposed in the Supreme Court 

of India. DMRC was told by the Supreme Court that it was 
unacceptable for the Corporation to insist that leprosy 
sufferers could only travel by train if they carried a medical 
certificate stating the disease was non-contagious.  
The Chief Justices stated that: “When no one is disputing 
the curability of leprosy, the Centre and states must 
remove the offensive legal provision discriminating 
against leprosy patients. The condition imposed by DMRC 
is unacceptable.” Which is a great victory for people-
affected by leprosy.
The Bill introduced in December aims to address deep-
rooted stigma and discrimination, such as the practices of 
DMRC, and its negative impact on the social, economic 
and cultural lives of people affected by leprosy and 
members of their families. The Bill also provides for 
welfare measures for achieving their holistic development 
and inclusion.
Mr K.T.S. Tulsi’s office worked in close coordination with 
The Leprosy Mission Trust India (TLMTI) in drafting the 
present Bill. TLM is the largest leprosy-focused, non-
governmental organisation in India, operating in nine 
states and has been campaigning for changes to the law 
for many years. 

Update from India
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A Moment in Mission

Our volunteer speaker team enables us to reach many 
churches and groups in Northern Ireland to share with 
them the need of leprosy sufferers around the world. 
Here, three of them share their story of how they got 
involved with The Leprosy Mission and what inspired 
them to take on this vital role
“I can show how people in Northern 
Ireland really change people’s lives” 

I started to become aware of the work of 
The Leprosy Mission when I visited Hombolo 
hospital in Tanzania with a work and witness 
team lead by John Tuff. We met at Lagan 
House to plan the trips and during those 
evenings others shared their experiences. I 
went out three times in all, each time for two 
weeks. Having met people who have been cast 
out of their homes as a result of leprosy, I felt 
I needed to retell their stories. Having come 
from a nursing background, I realised that the 
emphasis really should be on early diagnosis 

and cure. Leprosy causes so much progressive disability over a long 
period of time that it would be a more effective use of funds if people 
were educated to seek help as soon as symptoms occur.

Going out with a team made me 
realise just how much we take for 
granted at home, for example 
running water, electricity that 
works, and eating what you want 
rather than what’s available. 
But the disadvantages were 
far outweighed by the fun and 
humour we all found in working 
with the team. 

Those experiences made me realise that the work of The Leprosy 
Mission remains relevant and important today. In volunteering to 
speak about leprosy, I can describe the lives of the people I met and 
show just how help from people in Northern Ireland really changes 
people’s lives.

I have spoken to women’s groups, youth services and, on World 
Leprosy Day, I speak at church services. Afterwards, people always 
tell me that they didn’t realise that leprosy is still a problem and that 
hearing from someone who has actually met people who have been 
cured of leprosy but are still socially isolated as a result, brings the 
impact of this disease to life.

In Tanzania I often met people who described, with tears in their eyes, 
how they never saw their family again as a result of leprosy. How 
would we feel?

For me, the most rewarding experience has been meeting different 
people. I’ve met people who were missionaries in the past, as well as 
those who regularly pray and support the work here at home. It’s all 
about using our God-given gifts to assist people who need our help.

As a result, I would recommend anyone who is interested in speaking 
on behalf of The Leprosy Mission to volunteer. We can shine a light 
on the very real suffering occurring as a result of leprosy. In doing so, 
we are doing what Jesus asked us to do. Sandra Thompson

“It’s lovely to meet new people 
and talk about something I am 
passionate about”
My first introduction to The Leprosy Mission was in 
my church when, as children, we were encouraged 
to collect 5ps (the old ones!).

I reconnected with The 
Leprosy Mission through 
Sam Smith, one of the staff 
members, at church when 
we happened to have a 
conversation about India 
and he asked if I would be 
interested in going on a 
Leprosy Mission team. 

Following the trip to India, I joined the speaker team 
and initially accompanied Sam to some meetings to 
talk about the work in India and then he let me fly 
solo! 

It seemed a great opportunity to spread the 
message of the work of TLM and to encourage 
people in their giving and persuade others to give. 
I have spoken at ladies’ meetings, prayer meetings, 
children’s meetings, Girls’ Brigade evenings and 
Sunday services - the children’s ones usually involve 
dressing up and having sweets. I’ve been involved in 
university roadshows and a missionary convention. 
It can be challenging finding some of the venues.

Balancing church and other commitments along 
with full-time work can, at times, be challenging. I 
have always received a warm welcome wherever I 
have been and it’s lovely to meet new people and 
talk about something I am passionate about. Having 
been to India and had first-hand experience of 
people with leprosy I want to share this with others 
and raise awareness of the work.

It’s a great experience. Yes, it’s nerve-wracking at 
times but start small or go with someone else - just 
give it a go!

Judith Carson

What’s it like to be one of 
our volunteer speakers?

“Those experiences 
made me realise 
that the work of 

The Leprosy Mission 
remains relevant and 

important today”

“I have always 
received a 

warm welcome 
wherever I 
have been”
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‘Defend the weak and the 
fatherless; uphold the cause of 
the poor and the oppressed,’    
Psalm 82:3

PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for our volunteer speakers and the time they give to make a significant difference in the lives of some of the poorest 
people in the world. Pray, too, for more volunteer speakers to join our team. 

What do 
our church 
leaders say 
about having 
a visiting 
speaker from 
TLM?  
“As a Congregation, like many, that has 
supported the Leprosy Mission for many 
decades we very much appreciated Judith 
Carson being with us and reminding the 
congregation of the blessing that their giving 
brings to others. Judith was very positive and 
upbeat in her presentation and gave helpful 
and concise information about the nature of 
leprosy and the work that The Leprosy Mission 
carries out. 
The congregation were very positive in their 
response to Judith’s presentation and she also 
related extremely well to the children in the 
children’s talk. I would personally recommend 
having a TLM volunteer speaker to all my 
colleagues.”

Rev Paul Dalzell,
Groomsport Presbyterian Church 

“You are helping to bring God’s love to 
those who are desperately in need”
I got to know about The Leprosy Mission through contact as a Sunday 
School Superintendent. We had regular correspondence with TLM and 
occasionally had speakers coming to talk to the children and then take 
part in the Sunday morning service. Through a Sunday School sponsored 
walk, we raised money to support TLM’s Anandaban Hospital in Nepal.

Later, after I had given up my role in Sunday School, I was seeking 
guidance about what God wanted me to do. I happened to go on a 
business trip to Mumbai, India, a place which I found overwhelming 
because of the noise, the chaos, the crowds, the smells, the filth etc. On 
the way back to the airport late on a Friday evening – when our driver 
took a shortcut through a slum area – I happened to look out the side 
window of the car and saw a Leprosy Mission van in one of the worst 
areas. When I came home I wrote a letter to TLM offering my help; a 
letter which happened to cross in the post with an invite from TLM to an 
outreach event. I went to the event, had a chat and joined the volunteer 
speaker team. 

I have spoken to Sunday Schools, Churches, PW groups, Mothers’ Union, 
mid-week groups and Church Mission Roadshows. I have also supported 
speaking engagements by the full-time staff, including house groups.

The most challenging thing has been having enough background material 
and anecdotes to enrich the main message that you are delivering. This 
is where I found supporting the full-time staff very valuable due to their 
real-life experiences from in-country visits and hearing their anecdotes. 
Reading books on the history of leprosy and its treatment has also built 
up this background material. 

The most rewarding aspect is the knowledge that you are helping in 
a small way to bring God’s love to those who are desperately in need. 
Through the speaking events you are presenting the work to new 
audiences and, if it is God’s will, there are no bounds to what that might 
achieve. The resulting consequences are beyond our imagination. It is 
also very rewarding to get feedback during some of the engagements of 
experiences of leprosy that others have had during visits to countries like 
India, and the stories they have to tell from those experiences. They help 
build the stories and the anecdotes for subsequent talks.

If you feel that this is what God wants you to do – join. The staff are there 
to support you. There is much work to do and many opportunities that 
could be addressed with additional help.

Roy Marshall

How you can get 
involved:
• Find out more about becoming a 

volunteer speaker by calling the office 
on 028 9262 9500. 

• Book a speaker. Our team of volunteer 
speakers would love to visit your 
church to share more about how, 
together, we can transform the lives of 
leprosy-affected people. 

www.tlm-ni.org

“The most rewarding 
aspect is the knowledge 
that you are helping in 
a small way to bring 
God’s love to those who 
are desperately in need. 
Through the speaking 
events you are presenting 
the work to new audiences 
and, if it is God’s will, 
there are no bounds to 
what that might achieve”
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Did you know…?

Did you know that some 
leprosy cases can be incredibly 
complicated to treat? These 
patients require a high level 
of care, sometimes for many 
years. To find out more about 
how these complex cases are 
treated, we interviewed Dr 
Suwash Baral, a dermatologist 
who works full-time in the field 
of leprosy and a TLM doctor 
based at Anandaban Hospital, 
the top leprosy referral centre in 
Nepal, a country with only 150 
dermatologists and only three 
or four full-time leprologists 
for a population of nearly 30 
million

Why did you decide to serve leprosy 
patients?
I was awarded a scholarship to attend 
medical school. During my dermatology 
studies, as part of the curriculum, I 
visited Anandaban Hospital (about five 
years ago). Since then I have developed 
a connection to leprosy patients. It is 
one of the most neglected diseases. 
Working in the field of leprosy, doesn’t 
have the glamour of something like 
cosmetic dermatology. It is less well 
paid so not many people are interested 
in pursuing a career in it. But I have 
always been interested in leprosy so the 
two weeks of exposure at Anandaban 
Hospital made me want to work here. 
Straight after finishing my studies I came 
to Anandaban to work and I’ve been 
here for four years now. In these four 
years I have learned a lot about leprosy: 
not only the science but also the social 
dynamics of the disease which made 
me more interested in it. Now, everyday 
after work I feel good because of the 

work I’m doing – this is the biggest 
motivation for me.
Can you explain what your job 
involves? 
Working in the field of leprosy is a tough 
job. Every day we see challenging 
and complicated cases, and these are 
increasing. Other clinics and hospitals in 
Nepal are not equipped with resources 
to help as much as Anandaban hospital 
is. Reaction cases (see box on page 15) 
are difficult to manage. Just catching 
cases early is not the only important 
thing. Due to the potential for leprosy 
reaction, specialised care is essential. 
Nowhere else in Nepal can deal 
with complicated reaction cases and 
reconstructive surgery of deformity. If 
these cases are not managed properly, 
patients may die or develop permanent 
disabilities. Patients require long-term 
treatment. They need close observation 
and hospital care which is why 
it’s important to have trained 
and equipped centres like 
Anandaban. 
Besides my hospital work, I 
attend satellite clinics in the 
endemic areas to diagnose 
and confirm the leprosy 
cases as many cases are 
misdiagnosed by other health 
professionals.
My role is vital in managing these cases. 
Patients are more likely to develop 
disability if they are not treated well. 
What kind of complications do you 
see when treating leprosy patients?
There are side effects to multi-drug 
therapy (which is made up of three 
drugs, dapsone, rifampicin, and 
clofazimine), such as allergies. Two out 
of every 100 people will develop an 
allergy to dapsone. One in every five 
people who develop an allergy could 
die from it. Very few hospitals in Nepal 
can offer treatment for this; expert care 
is available at Anandaban Hospital. 
Clofazimine can cause skin pigmentation 
so the patient may stop taking the drug. 
Their skin could turn black or dark brown 
in colour.
One of the big challenges for us is 
that there are so few dermatologists 
who have a special interest in leprosy 
in Nepal. One complicated case with 
disability can be a lifelong project, and 
a reaction patient can need treatment 
for seven to eight years.
About 20-30 per cent of new cases 
experience reaction (periods of 
inflammation, caused by the body’s 

immune system attacking the leprosy 
bacteria, that can affect the nerves) 
which needs extra treatment. Most 
need in-patient care and between one 
and four months of steroid treatment, 
which is why availability of hospital 
beds at Anandaban is so important.
Management of leprosy reaction is 
another challenge; it relies solely on oral 
steroids which has lots of side effects like 
diabetes, hypertension, osteoporosis 
and cataracts.
Symptoms of reaction include severely 
painful skin nodules, fever, enlarged 
and painful nerves, painful and red 
eyes and disability of hands and feet. 
Reaction can flare up at any time, even 
after completing MDT. 
How are you involved in detecting 
new cases of leprosy?
Recently there was a mini leprosy 
elimination campaign and over 200 new 

cases were found in one week. 
Active case finding is very 

costly as you have to mobilise 
people and train volunteers.
Stigma often stops people 
coming forward but if they 
wait too long it can lead to 

disability.
We also do skin camps in highly 

endemic areas and we run public 
awareness campaigns with different 
partners to encourage people to seek 
help if they have leprosy symptoms.
Is stigma a common problem in 
Nepal? 
Attitudes are changing but stigma is still 
present in the community and it means 
people are still hesitant to come forward. 
Only when the disease has become 
problematic will they come. Women 
with leprosy may be treated badly by 
their husband or In Laws. There is a lack 
of knowledge about how infectious it is 
– it isn’t as infectious as some people 
think but it is still a mildly infectious 
disease. We have treated many families 
where every family member has had it 
but there are other families where just 
one member has it and no one else. But 
people often think of very deformed 
leprosy patients when they think of the 
disease and that is why they are very 

fearful of it. Deformity and 
disability associated with the 
disease is the cause of stigma. 
So early detection of cases 
helps to prevent deformity 

and disability and 
subsequently stigma.

Dr Suwash

“Everyday I feel good because of the work I’m doing”
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‘The harvest is plentiful, 
but the workers are 
few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to 
send out workers into his 
harvest field,’

Luke 10:2

PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for the wonderful staff and resources at Anandaban Hospital. Pray for wisdom for the doctors as they treat the most 
complicated cases of leprosy in the country. Pray too for patients who have very long stays in hospital, that they may know comfort and peace 

throughout their stay. 

What is 
leprosy 
reaction?
One characteristic of leprosy is the 
occurrence of reactions – periods 
of inflammation that can affect 
the nerves. This inflammation is 
caused by the body’s immune 
system attacking the leprosy 
bacteria.

Inflammation is the body’s usual 
response to infection, and its 
typical features are: swelling; 
redness; heat; pain; loss of 
function.

Because leprosy bacilli affect the skin and the nerves, leprosy reactions 
cause inflammation in those places. Inflammation in a skin patch can be 
uncomfortable, but it is rarely very serious. Inflammation in a nerve, on 
the other hand, can cause serious damage, with loss of function caused 
by swelling and pressure in the nerve.

About 25-30 per cent of all people with leprosy experience reactions or 
nerve damage at one time or another.

What do you think the future looks like 
in terms of leprosy treatment in Nepal?
There are more than 3,000 new cases of 
leprosy in Nepal in a year. It will take some 
years to achieve a very low level of leprosy 
in Nepal. As we run awareness campaigns 
and mini camps we will see an increase in 
new cases in the coming years. 
Dr Shovokhar Kandel, TLM Nepal’s 
country leader, adds: 
Doctors specialising in dermatology at 
different medical schools in Nepal come 
to Ananadaban hospital for two weeks 
every year to learn about leprosy. This is 
part of their curriculum, so it’s one way 
to transfer skills and raise awareness. We 
get about 10 doctors a year doing post-
grad studies in dermatology, so they get 
full exposure to leprosy which helps new 
cases to be detected. 
In Nepal we diagnose around 3,200 new 
cases of leprosy and out of them 23-30 
percent develop reaction. Therefore, it is 
very important to identify patients during 
their initial reaction phase, hospitalise 
them and treat them so that their lives can 
be saved and disability prevented. 

Laxmi’s story 
Laxmi, 20, comes from a very remote 
area of Nepal, about 600kms west 
of Kathmandu. She was diagnosed 
with leprosy five years ago. When 
her neighbours found out she had 
leprosy they did not want any contact 
with her. “When I used the common 
tap or wash area, before anyone else 
would use it, the village would wash 
it. Sometimes I would not go to the 
tap because it was too hard, and I just 
stayed at home and cried.”

Initially, Laxmi was treated at a 
local hospital but when she started 
showing signs of reaction, such as 
inflammation in her face, they referred 
her to Anandaban Hospital. Laxmi 
has now been at Anandaban for 18 

months. When she first arrived she 
was taking 12 tablets a day to treat 
the reaction, now she is on five a day. 
Her face is red and swollen, she has 
nodules on her arm and she gets a lot 
of pain, especially at night. 
“At Anandaban I have made friends 
and have people to talk to,” she says 
Laxmi says that her mum misses her, 
but she is unable to visit as it is a hard 
journey through jungle and would 
require her to wade across four rivers.  
As well as receiving high-quality care, 
Laxmi is also learning to read and to 
knit. 
“Anandaban feels like home,” she 
says. 

TLM NI has been supporting the work at Anandaban Hospital for nearly 60 years. Your support enables us to continue 
this wonderful legacy.
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Please fill out this form to set up a 
regular monthly gift, and return it in the 
envelope provided. Or sign up online at 

www.tlm-ni.org

On behalf of the people you are helping,  
thank you very much indeed.

Every month you can 
rest assured knowing 
that your gifts are 
bringing healing and 
hope to people who are 
suffering with the effects 
of leprosy.
Your gifts will bring the cure from 
leprosy to those who need it, pay for 
mobile health clinics for those who 
can’t get to hospital, treat infected 
ulcers saving lives and limbs, give life-
changing surgery to enable people to 
walk again, provide prosthetic limbs, 
and much, much more. 

The people you are helping may never know your name, but they will never 
forget your kindness.

You can manage your giving and are free to cancel your direct debit at any 
time. You are in control. The wonderful thing about giving regularly is that it 
enables The Leprosy Mission to plan ahead, so the people you are helping can 
feel secure, knowing your support will be there for them in the future.

Thank you for your care and kindness. 

The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland 
Lagan House, 2a Queen’s Road, Lisburn BT27 4TZ 
Tel: 028 9262 9500  Email: info@tlm-ni.org

www.tlm-ni.org

Registered Charity No: NIC106322   A company limited by guarantee registered in Northern Ireland No: NI640401

 www.facebook.com/TLMNI 

Become a Regular 
Supporter today
And you can show the love of 
Jesus to someone like Sabita

Sabita needs 
help with  
her wounds 
every week

FOLLOW US www.facebook.com/tlmniwww.tlm-ni.org


