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World Leprosy Sunday Sermon 
 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Old Testament reading: Isaiah 1:16-20  

Wash and make yourselves clean. 
    Take your evil deeds out of my sight; 
    stop doing wrong. 
17 Learn to do right; seek justice. 
    Defend the oppressed. 
Take up the cause of the fatherless; 
    plead the case of the widow. 

18 “Come now, let us settle the matter,” 
    says the LORD. 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, 
    they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red as crimson, 
    they shall be like wool. 
19 If you are willing and obedient, 
    you will eat the good things of the land; 
20 but if you resist and rebel, 
    you will be devoured by the sword.” 
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

 
Sermon 
 

Please note that there is a PowerPoint to accompany the Sermon. See ‘Champions for Change Sermon PP’ 
resource 
 

The Old Testament passage we heard today reminds us of two very important 
truths. Firstly, when we come to God seeking his mercy and forgiveness, he freely 
gives this, and we are cleansed. The passage uses wonderful imagery to illustrate 
the dramatic nature of the change that God can bring about in our lives – our sins 
are crimson red, but are made as white as snow through his grace and 
transformation.   
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The second truth is that the fruit of our forgiveness will be seen by how we help 
the weak, the vulnerable, and the oppressed – we’re told to “learn to do right”, to 
“seek justice” and “help the oppressed”, to “take up the cause of the fatherless” 
and to “plead the case of the widow”.  
 
The care for those who are on the margins of society is a thread that runs 
throughout scripture. We learn of it in Leviticus through Gods command to the 
Israelites, "When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges 
of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and 
for the foreigner residing among you. I am the LORD your God." (Leviticus 23:22). 
We see how this law gave the impoverished Ruth and Naomi some sustenance and 
hope as they returned to Israel. Fast-forward to the New Testament and James 
describes pure and undefiled religion to involve “care for orphans and widows in 
their distress” (James 1:27).  
 
On countless occasions, Jesus modelled these principles. For example, we read in 
Matthew’s Gospel that “A vast crowd brought him the lame, blind, crippled, mute, 
and many others with physical difficulties, and they laid them before Jesus. And he 
healed them all.” It is also recorded that Jesus healed people who had leprosy, 
people who had been rejected, and were living on the edge of society.  
 
Today, many people feel compelled to follow the example of Jesus, reaching out a 
loving and helping hand to the lost, the lowly and those rejected by society. The 
compassion and witness of Christian’s can take many forms. One form that it takes 
is a ministry to those with leprosy. So often today, just as in Jesus’ time, those with 
leprosy find themselves disabled by the disease, and disregarded by society. They 
are often driven from their homes, sent instead to live in leprosy colonies, out of 
the way of others. They lose their jobs, and are forced to beg for a living. The 
ministry of The Leprosy Mission is dedicated to helping people who are facing both 
the physical problems of the disease, and the emotions and social problems caused 
by societies rejection of them.  
 
One person that has been helped by The Leprosy Mission is Pankaj Kumar. Pankaj 
has experienced both the physical problems and the social segregation which 
leprosy brings about.  
 
Diagnosed with leprosy 10 years ago, he suffers from clawed hands – that is when 
the muscles in the hands are weakened and shortened by leprosy. He could no 
longer close his right eye, and his feet lost all feeling, leading to many ulcers, and 
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infections. Daily tasks have become a lot more difficult for Pankaj, but he has been 
greatly helped by the medicine, care and surgery that he has received, free of 
charge, from Naini Leprosy Mission Hospital.  
 
It was through Naini that he was put in touch with their community worker, James 
George. James has been working in communities affected by leprosy for many 
years, as well as speaking about leprosy in schools, working with local government 
officials, and helping families battling with the social impact of leprosy.  
 
James is very popular when he visits Pankaj’s leprosy colony. Everyone greets him 
with smiles, and wants to share with him their news.  
 
He is currently considering the possibly of enrolling Pankaj into one of The Leprosy 
Mission’s Leprosy Champion training classes. These monthly classes focus on three 
areas – human rights, leadership and advocacy.  
 
Pankaj and others will be given the confidence and the tools to challenge local 
governments about disability provision, fight for the right of leprosy affected 
children to attend the mainstream schools, as well as learning how to access grants 
and aid for vulnerable and disabled members of the leprosy community. The work 
that James is doing over a vast area, encompassing many different leprosy colonies 
and many thousands of people, can be done in a more concentrated way by 
Leprosy Champion’s, who can work daily in their location. The vision is to have 
James and other Leprosy Mission staff moving to a support role for Pankaj and 
other Leprosy Champions. This would increase the impact of the community 
programmes, and empower those who once were voiceless and powerless because 
of the stigma and segregation caused by leprosy.  
 
For Pankja, who was a teacher before losing his job after the school discovered that 
he had leprosy, this is an opportunity that he is passionate to take. Hearing little 
snippets of his story, it is not hard to understand why he wants to get involved.  
 
Pankja tells of the daily discrimination and injustice that he faces, as he lives with 
leprosy in India. He recounts being barred from the carriage of a train, and forced 
to sit by the toilet instead. He tells of the experience of being helped onto a bus 
into the disabled section, only to be told to get off when the conductor realised he 
had leprosy, and being forced to get out of taxi half way through the journey, again 
after the driver realised he had leprosy. 
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By becoming a Leprosy Champion, Pankja is not simply getting a one-off hand out 
of help, but rather a hand up, so that his situation is changed over the long term, 
and he no longer will be treated unjustly. This goes to the very heart of God’s call 
to us in Isaiah. It allows Pankja to experience justice, as well as freeing him to 
defend the cause of the many oppressed people around him.  
 
Pankja is looking forward to learning how to combat and challenge these daily 
battles in a constructive way, as well as fight for justice for other leprosy affected 
people, by helping them with their daily financial, social and educational problems.  
 
Pankja is one of many people who are left to battle daily with the stigma of leprosy. 
In India alone, there are over 800 leprosy colonies, with thousands of people living 
in them. There is an estimated 3 million people living with disabilities caused by 
leprosy across the world.  
 
The Leprosy Mission community workers like James do an amazing job, and help as 
many people as they possibly can, but they recognise that they need an army of 
helpers who will champion the cause of leprosy affected people. This is where we 
can get involved. They are seeking to train up and empower as many Leprosy 
Champions as they possibly can, so that the impact of government lobbying, 
community advice and empowerment can reach as many of the vulnerable, the 
poor, and the disabled as possible.  
 
We are invited to partner with The Leprosy Mission in creating Champions for 
Change. It costs £30 to put a leprosy affected person through the training process, 
and make them a Leprosy Champion. As a church we are planning to raise money 
by hosting a coffee morning/having a retiring offering/having a soup lunch/having 
a quiz etc.  
 
By supporting a person affected by leprosy like this, we are giving them a voice and 
giving them the tools that they need to help others in their community. These small 
investments in people could bring about change in leprosy communities for many 
years to come.  
 
If you are going to follow the sermon with prayers… 
We are invited also to support the work of The Leprosy Mission in prayer, and so 
let us turn to prayer now as we lift up Pankja and others affected by leprosy before 
God. (see World Leprosy Sunday Prayer Resource) 
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If you are going to follow the sermon by showing the Champions for Change film 
We are going now to watch a short film about Sursati, a lady in India who has not 
let leprosy hold her back, and who is hoping to become a Leprosy Champion.  
 
 
 
  


