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Running the Race
At the end of September, TLM Country Leaders and International Office staff met in 

London for our annual meeting of members. This is always a time of great blessing and 

fellowship as we share stories and take time to pray with colleagues from around the 

world. My heart is always uplifted when I hear how your support has stood in the gap 

and made a difference in so many lives. On pages 6 and 8 you’ll find inspiring stories of 

lives being transformed in India and Africa. This year the focus of our discussions has been on TLM’s global strategy for the next 

five years and ultimately how we defeat leprosy and continue to transform the lives of 

individuals, families and communities that are affected by this cruel disease. As we think 

about our end goal of defeating leprosy, we are motivated to press on and persevere 

until we see a leprosy free world. As we seek to follow the example of Jesus and His call, 

that is ‘the race that is marked out for us’ (Hebrews 12:1). The apostle Paul saw life as a race. When meeting with the Ephesian elders for the 

last time, he said ‘I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race 

and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me,’ (Acts 20:24).  He challenged the 

Corinthians to ‘run the race in such a way as to get the prize … not ... running aimlessly,’ 

(1 Cor.9:24-26).  Paul was motivated to press on, to persevere, to go all the way to the 

finish line. So are we as we look ahead to a time when there will be zero new cases 

of leprosy, zero transmission, zero disability and zero discrimination. 
Your partnership in this work will enable this vision to be achieved.
There are lots of ways that you can be involved – from regular prayer support and 

financial giving to helping out in the office in this busy season in the run up to Christmas.  

You could even sign up to be part of our volunteer speaker’s team where training, 

resources and full support will be with you throughout (contact the office for details). On 

page 12, you can find out how your church can get involved to help change lives. 
Thank you for continuing to stand with those who have leprosy. Your support makes all 

the difference!

Joanne Briggs
National Director

Contents
4 News 
 A round up of all that’s been going on in 
 TLMNI over the last few months

6 “We are dependent
 on God’s grace”
 A staff member in Nigeria shares what it’s like 

to live in a tense and fractured country

8 Transforming Purulia Hospital - 
Thanks to You!

 An update on our 2017 World Leprosy Sunday 
appeal 

10 Gifts for Life
 Find a unique gift for that special someone this 

Christmas

12 A Moment in Mission 
 How churches are key to TLM’s life-changing 

work 

14 Resources Update
 A fantastic fundraising effort and a look at our 

latest resource for children and young people 

15 Did you know? 
 How our Leprosy Champions are making a 

difference in India 

Director’s notebook

Contact Us
The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland
Lagan House, 2a Queen’s Road, 
Lisburn BT27 4TZ

Telephone: 028 92629500
Email: info@tlm-ni.org
Website: www.tlm-ni.org
Facebook.com/tlmni
Registered Charity No: NIC106322 A Company Limited by 
Guarantee registered in Northern Ireland No: NI640401 

National Director: 
Joanne Briggs
Church & School Engagement Officer: 
Peter Hilton
Office & Finance Manager: 
Joy Jamieson
Database Administrator: 
Hazel Coulter
Chairperson of Board of Trustees: 
Fiona Davidson
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What do you do with your 
used stamps?
TLMNI can turn your old stamps into cash that 
enables us to help those affected by leprosy. 
In 2016, we raised over £6,000 through the 
sale of used stamps! Please don’t throw your 
envelopes in the bin. Tear off the stamp and 
donate them to us. You could even get your local 
church, school or businesses involved. Reusing them 
makes a real difference to those in need. 

Dates For Your Diary
16-
20 
OCT

TLM Shop 
goes to Lisburn Heath 
centre. Volunteers 
needed, see page 5.

Arup received treatment at TLM’s Purulia Hospital in 
India. You can read more about his story on pages 
8-9.  © TLM / Trevor Grant

The front page photo explained...

4
NOV

Christmas Fair and 
Coffee Morning
Seymour Street 
Methodist Church, 
Lisburn, 10am-12pm.  

21
NOV

Concert in aid of TLM
Elliott Hall, Knock 
Presbyterian Church, 
Belfast, 7.30pm. Classical 
music performance from 
Ulster College of Music 
students alongside guitar 
duo Keith Thompson and 
Robbie Cuthbert.

11
MAY ‘18

A Taste of India event 
Seagoe Parish Church, 
Portadown.

Friday

28
JAN ‘18

World Leprosy Sunday 
Lisburn Cathedral, 3.30pm 
Guest Speaker 
Brent Morgan, TLM 
International Director.
Refreshments will be 
served following service.

Sunday

30
NOV

Looking for Light
Advent Carols and 
Global Stories
St Anne’s Cathedral, 
Belfast, 8pm. An evening 
of celebration, sharing 
and reflection, as we mark 
the beginning of Advent 
with a focus on global 
mission. Hosted by the 
Association of Mission 
Societies (AMS).

Thursday

Tuesday

Saturday

Peter and Joanne 
getting ready to 
run for TLM!

Annual 
Meeting of 
Members

24
JAN ‘18

World Leprosy Day
Call to Prayer
TLM offices, 10.30am
On this day we are inviting 
people to set aside a 
special time to pray for 
those with leprosy. This 
might be in your personal 
devotions, or during a 
midweek service or prayer 
group. We’ll be hosting a 
time of prayer in the office 
that you are very welcome 
to attend. 

Wednesday
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News... News...

Princess Diana was the Patron of TLM England and Wales 
from 1990 until her death in 1997. When she reduced her 
patronage of almost 100 charities down to just six in 1996 
she chose to continue in her role as Patron of The Leprosy 
Mission, demonstrating a real heart for the cause.

Leprosy was a disease that had a huge impact on Princess 
Diana and she visited a number of Leprosy Mission hospitals, 
famously making the headlines by touching people affected 
by the disease, going against the advice of her Royal officials. 
After visiting the Sitanala Leprosy Hospital in Indonesia in 
November 1989 the headline in The Sun the next morning 
was ‘Di to Shake Hands with Leper, Don’t Do It, Di’.

She spoke passionately at a global anti-leprosy conference in 
London in 1996 where she explained her actions. “It’s always 
been my concern to touch people with leprosy, trying to 
show in a simple action that they are not reviled nor are we 
repulsed,” she said.

Laxmi was an 18-year-old patient at The Leprosy Mission’s 
Anandaban Hospital in 1993 when Diana came to visit.

The Princess of Wales spotted the shy teenager and stopped 
to talk to her. She noticed her deformed hand and took it in 
her own. A few days later Laxmi had an operation to correct 
her deformed hand which had ‘clawed’ due to leprosy-
caused nerve damage.

“It was the most wonderful moment of my life,” Laxmi said.

“But it is not something I could ever tell my friends or family.”

Laxmi felt she couldn’t tell anyone close to her about her 
encounter with Diana Princess of Wales because of the 
stigma surrounding leprosy. 

Shovakhar Kandel, Country Leader for The Leprosy Mission 
Nepal, was a junior officer at Anandaban Hospital at the time 
of Diana’s visit.

He said: “She didn’t wear gloves and touched patients with 
her bare hands. She didn’t seem to have the fear that many 
others have.”

Retired British GP, then superintendent of Anandaban 
Hospital at the time of Diana’s visit, Dr Ruth Butlin, recalled 
the Princess’s landmark visit.

She said: “Most people come to see the work of the hospital, 
it’s about the bigger picture. But Diana came to see the 
patients. It was about the people’s stories for her.

“When she came into the hospital we expected her to stand 
by the bed and talk, but she sat on their beds and held their 
hands. The patients were touched and overwhelmed by her 
kindness.” 

Songs of Praise Princess Diana tribute – if you missed this 
very special programme broadcast on BBC One on 27 
August which featured footage from Princess Diana’s visit 
to Anandaban Hospital, you can watch TLM’s own tribute to 
TLM England and Wales’ Patron which includes footage from 
her visit to a TLM hospital in India on our website 
www.tlm-ni.org

NEW WEBSITE
We are delighted to let you know that 
our new website is now live! The site 
is an engaging hub of news, stories, 
project updates and so much more. 
We have developed it with you, our 
supporters, in mind – you’ll find all our 
resources in one place including our 
annual and quarterly prayer guides, 
church and school resource packs and 
Leprosy Sunday material. It’s so easy 
to navigate, you can book a speaker 
for your event, sign up to receive this 
magazine, including multiple copies 
for your friends or church, and find 
out more about what we do, our latest 
news about events and activities within 
Northern Ireland and learn more about 
the impact your support is having 
around the world and how lives are 
being transformed on a daily basis. 
We also have a secure and easy-to-use 
donation page where you can give one-
off gifts or sign up to be a regular giver.  
Take a few minutes to check it out: 
www.tlm-ni.org 

World Leprosy Day 
Service
On 28 January 2018, we will be holding 
our annual Leprosy Sunday service at 
Lisburn Cathedral, with guest speaker 
Brent Morgan, TLM’s International 
Director. Brent will be sharing his vision 
of how working together could enable 
leprosy to be defeated once and for all.

We would love you to join us for what we 
hope will be an inspiring, informative and 
enjoyable service, including updates from 
our projects around the world and the 
opportunity to give thanks and worship 
God together. There will be tea, coffee 
and refreshments in the hall afterwards. 

We are also holding a World Leprosy Day 
Prayer event on 24 January - you can take 
part anywhere you like, or join us in the 
office - see page 3.

Please put these dates in your diary.

Volunteer’s 
needed
In the run up to Christmas, 
we have some exciting 
and festive volunteer 
opportunities. 

TLM shop (October and 
November) - We are 
looking for a couple of 
people to volunteer in our 
Lisburn TLM shop during 
the months of October 
and November. We are 
looking for someone who 
has some experience of 
retail, who could commit 
to a couple of hours a 
day, preferably one to two 
days a week

Lisburn Health Week 
(16-20 October) - TLM 
Christmas Shop goes to 
Lisburn Health Centre! 
Volunteers needed to 
help ‘man’ the shop and 
sell TLM Christmas cards 
and gifts.

If you are interested, 
please get in touch 
with Joy in the office on 
02892 629500 or email 
info@tlm-ni.org

How Princess 
Diana changed 
the way the 
world viewed 
leprosy

Zero Leprosy Transmission
New scientific advances in diagnostic tests aimed at reducing the 
rate at which leprosy is transmitted from person to person have 
recently given renewed energy to the vision of achieving “zero 
leprosy transmissions”. 
Between March and June 2017, the Task Force for Global Health, 
in collaboration with the Novartis Foundation, conducted a survey 
amongst leprosy stakeholders to assess the level of interest in 
forming a Global Partnership for Zero Leprosy Transmission. Data 
was collected through an online survey, face-to-face interviews 
during the Neglected Tropical Disease Summit in Geneva in 
April (attended by TLM International Office staff) and telephone 
interviews.
Ninety three per cent of the respondents are in favour of 
constituting the partnership to make the vision of zero transmission 
a reality.  This collaboration could see increased financial resources 
channelled into improving early detection of the disease and more 
effective interventions to stop transmission. This commitment 
from global health charities to work together could make our vison 
of ‘leprosy defeated, lives transformed’ a very real possibility in 
our lifetime.

On 31 August the world remembered Princess Diana’s tragic death in a Paris underpass 20 
years ago. As the spotlight has once again shone on her life, people have been reminded of her 
love and compassion for the marginalised. This famously included people affected by leprosy.  

Sitanala Hospital

Princess Diana 
speaking at a 
leprosy conference 

Anandaban Hospital 
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Pius Ogbu Sunday, TLM 
Nigeria’s Operations Manager, 
shares how his work, home 
life and church attendance 
are affected on a daily basis 
in a country beset by terrorist 
incidents and religious 
tensions

“We have a really wonderful 
church here in Minna, where 
I live with my wife, Doris and 

our three children. It’s hot 
today and even hotter in 
church! As I was worshipping 
God this morning I thanked 
Him for the privilege of 
serving people who have 
leprosy, and those who are 
cured, but are permanently 
disabled by the disease. 

Security on the door
I love to come to church to praise God 
and hear the Word but I also find it 

‘Trust in him at all times, you 
people; pour out your hearts to 
him, for God is our refuge,’  
Psalm 62:8 

Nigeria:
“We are dependent on God’s grace”

to the office of TLM Nigeria in Abuja 
– our capital city.  The road is mostly 
in very poor condition, there are huge 
potholes and craters where it hasn’t 
been maintained. The dust and dirt fly 
up as I drive and I have to weave in and 
out to avoid the worst of the potholes 
which would damage the car. It was on 
this road a year ago that my family and 
I were attacked. 

Praying for protection
Ahead of the drive I can feel a lurch in 
my stomach and plead with our dear 
Lord for His divine protection. The 
heat of the day is fading and there’s a 
calmness to the evening, unnervingly 
similar to that of last year’s incident. 
Although my family and I were 
unharmed, the incident has left us wary 
and more dependent on God’s power; I 
know that it is only by God’s grace that 
I will arrive safely.

Tragically violence is increasingly 
becoming part of normal everyday life 
here; even at home in Minna we are not 
completely safe. Our home has been 
robbed at gunpoint twice. 

Violence and tragedy
Possessions don’t really matter though. 
What matters are our loved ones. My 
colleague, Friday, who works tirelessly 
for The Leprosy Mission, experienced 
the violence of the militant Islamist 
group Boko Haram in 2015. His mother 
was killed by members of the group, 
along with his sister-in-law and her 
precious children. It was a horrendous 
time for Friday and his brother, who lost 
his whole family in the attack.

Extreme poverty
Life is far from easy here but people 
affected by leprosy have so much more 
to contend with than I do. People often 
live in extreme poverty, not knowing 
if they will eat the next day, or if they 

PRAYER POINT: Pray for protection of all TLM staff in Nigeria as they travel on dangerous 
and unpredictable roads. Pray too for God’s peace to reign in this country. 

Ethiopia: A hostel of hope
Emaway arrived at Alert hospital in Ethiopia seeking 
treatment for leprosy; she is 70 years old and for 
many years she did not know what was wrong with 
her. Recently, she found out she had leprosy but 
because she has never had any treatment for it she 
is quite badly disabled. Sadly, one of her legs needs 
to be amputated. 

When Emaway arrived, she was told that all hospital 
beds were full and she would have to wait, perhaps 
a couple of weeks, before she could receive the 
surgery and treatment she needed. A few years 
ago this would have been a disaster for Emaway 
who lives in a very rural part of Ethiopia and spent 
days travelling to the hospital and has no money to 
pay for a hotel; she would probably have ended up 
sleeping on the streets. 

But now, thanks to your support, Emaway can be 
accommodated in a hostel next to the hospital. She 

will have a comfortable bed, three meals a day and somewhere to rest while 
she waits for a hospital bed to become available. 

Emaway was delighted when she was referred to Alvra Hostel.

“Thank you to those who gave us this opportunity to be served freely; now 
we can stay and get treatment to be relieved from the pain of the disease and 
have hope for the future to live,” she says.  

In 2016, your support provided accommodation at the hostel for 400 patients 
who were accommodated for six days, on average.  

Thank you for helping us provide this lifeline for leprosy-affected people

PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for this hostel, for the refuge it provides for vulnerable and 
needy people. Pray that they will have a sense of God’s presence when they stay here. 

Update
from Africa 

Thank you for making this possible.

Two decades of support
Your support has been making a lasting difference to Ekpene Obom in Nigeria 
for more than two decades. Your generosity has enabled the renovation of an 
operating theatre, an orthopaedic workshop, a hostel as well as the provision 
of a generator to ensure power supply to the x-ray machine, computers and 
printers. What a wonderful achievement! 

But that’s not all. TLM Nigeria is currently renovating the toilet block which 
was in a terrible state of disrepair (see photos) – and this has only been made 
possible thanks to your gifts! From October onwards, leprosy patients will 
have clean and hygienic toilet facilities for use during their hospital stay. 

Pius and 
Family

sad because we have to have so much 
security on the door. There are barriers 
and police who carry out body checks 
as people come in. Many churches 
here even use hand-held scanners 
like they use for airport security. There 
is always the threat of attack against 
churches and Christians by extremists 
and terrorists. 

Here in Nigeria, as across the Mission, 
we serve everyone who is affected 
by leprosy regardless of their religion 
or tribal background. But we have to 
be really careful in some parts of the 
country where we travel with The 
Leprosy Mission because of religious 
tensions. It can be dangerous for 
Christians here. Sometimes we take 
an armed escort when travelling to a 
particularly dangerous area, on the 
advice of security reports.

Huge potholes
As I leave church my heart is still 
singing praises to God! Despite all the 
dangers, my family have been kept 
safe. Every week I travel from Minna 

will be able to feed 
their children. How 
can you grow food if 
your hands and feet 
are deformed and 
disabled by leprosy? 
Doctors and medical 
care cost money, and 
people are usually far 
too poor to afford this. 
The worst thing though 
is when I see people 
with the worse poverty 
of all, being cast out by 
their friends, families 
and communities. I 
can seriously imagine 

nothing more devastating than this.

This is why The Leprosy Mission is like 
a lifeline. I am honoured to be part of 
a team giving practical help, medical 
care, love and acceptance to people 
suffering with so much. 

As I depart today, back to Abuja, I will 
pray for safety. Leprosy Mission staff 
here always pray before each journey 
we make and thank our Lord for our 
safe arrival. We are entirely dependent 
on His grace. I am ready to go out again 
to serve God’s people.”

About TLM’s work in Nigeria
3,000 new cases of leprosy are reported 
each year. Of those, 10 per cent are 
children and 15 per cent already live 
with visible disabilities – evidence 
of ongoing transmission and late 
diagnosis.

You can find out more about our work 
in Nigeria on our website, 
www.tlm-ni.org 

Zachary and his wife have 
received support through 
TLM’s work in NigeriaTravelling in Nigeria
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PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for this wonderful answer to prayer. Pray too that the work will be completed efficiently and won’t cause too much 
disruption to staff or patients while the building work is carried out.  

Your gifts will transform Purulia Hospital 

‘Give thanks to the Lord, for 
he is good; his love endures 
forever,’  
1 Chronicles 16:34

Back in January, as part of our World Leprosy Sunday campaign, we told you about the 
overstretched outpatients’ department at our hospital in Purulia, India, and how we needed your 
help to construct a new building so that more leprosy patients could be treated and even more 
lives could be transformed. Today, we are delighted to share this project update with you!

Thanks to you, construction is set to begin on a brand-new 
Outpatients’ Department for Purulia hospital in October. 
You responded with overwhelming kindness and generosity 

when we told you (InTouch Magazine Spring Summer 2017) 
that the department was no longer fit for purpose with up 
to 300 patients a day queuing in overcrowded conditions to 
see two doctors. These are patients like Arup and Munia who 
you can read about opposite.

Purulia hospital has a fantastic reputation for its treatment 
of leprosy and for its other medical services. While this is a 
wonderful blessing, it also means that patients often travel 
hundreds of miles to its outpatients’ department, especially 
as care and treatment for leprosy patients, usually the poorest 
of the poor, is provided free of charge.

Sadly, there is not enough room for sick and disabled people 
to rest and there are only two toilets. There is little privacy 
when being examined by a doctor. 

But thanks to you and supporters across the UK, 
construction of a brand-new department is scheduled for 
October in time for a grand opening in 2018. The new 
department will have a large waiting room, six consultation 
rooms, two minor procedure rooms, a new pharmacy, a toilet 
block and two lab areas. In addition, two doctors’ houses on 
the hospital site will be refurbished to attract new doctors to 
Purulia. Thank you so much for enabling hundreds of patients 
to be treated in comfort and with dignity each day. 

Munia’s story
Munia was found begging at a train station when a 
kind stranger noticed her disabilities and took her 
to Purulia hospital where her leprosy was treated. 
On arrival at Purulia, Munia was in a terrible way. 
When her family suspected she had leprosy, they 
set fire to her and chased her from her home with 
knives leaving her traumatised and believing she 
was unlovable. Her left foot was so badly infected 
that amputating it was the only way of saving her life 
and she was treated for severe ulcers on all limbs. 
Thanks to you and the kindness and love she has 
received from staff at Purulia, Munia has blossomed. 
She helps the other patients, including Arup, on 
the ward and has taught herself crafts, including 
embroidery and making rag rugs. Amazingly she 
can now even stand up on shoes specially made 
for her at Purulia. She even took her first steps 
during a recent concert in the hospital chapel! A life 
transformed because of your generosity.

Purulia OPD

Recently, Arup, 13, has been able to go home from 
Purulia having travelled 80 miles to the hospital 
when his mum suspected he could have leprosy. She 
is leprosy-affected herself and thankfully realised 
something could be wrong when Arup found an 
ulcer on one of his toes. After being given the cure 
for leprosy, Arup developed a painful reaction, his 
body’s response as it fights to get rid of the dead 
leprosy bacteria. There is a great risk of becoming 
permanently disabled at this time and Arup was 
admitted to Purulia hospital to receive further 
treatment. 
Arup was very brave during his four-month stay, 
especially as his mum could only visit him once a 
month because of the distance to the hospital. Arup 
has three siblings and if she did not continue her 
work as a labourer, she could not afford to feed the 
family. Thank you for helping children like young 
Arup. 

Arup’s story
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med
ical care to people suffering with leprosy

TRANSFORM
Purulia Hospital
WORLD LEPROSY SUNDAY 2017
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Train a nurse - £185
Leprosy is a complex disease to treat and 
requires specialist knowledge. This gift will 
train a nurse to care for leprosy patients in the 
best possible way.

Latrine - £100
Our bathrooms are something we often take 
for granted, but for many people living in 
poverty there is little or no access to decent 
toilet facilities and they often have to walk a 
long way to find somewhere private.

School bundle - £50
Provide a uniform, shoes and school materials 
– everything a child will need to attend school 
and obtain an education that will give them 
hope for the future.

Bicycle for field staff - £55
Bikes are an incredibly practical and cost-
effective way of travelling in both urban and 
rural areas, particularly in countries where 
roads are not well maintained. They are a 
perfect mode of transport for our field staff and 
volunteers, helping them travel around local 
communities more easily.

20 Trees - £15
Plant 20 trees to help make the land more 
fertile, and provide fresh food for leprosy-
affected communities.

Seeds - £12
Give the beginnings of a new life to a community 
by providing seeds to sow a new crop.

‘Whoever sows generously will also 
reap generously,’   2 Corinthians 9:6 

Gifts for Life
Let us help take the pressure off gift 
buying this Christmas with this helpful 
guide to our unique and life-changing 
Gifts for Life

PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for the many leprosy-affected people who have 
benefitted from our Gifts for Life. Pray that many more people will be inspired to 

give gifts this year that change lives. 

“I’ve been at this school for two years,” 
says Phool. “My favourite subject is 
Hindi. I’d like to be a doctor when I 
grow up.”
Phool is the daughter of Ramesh, a 
farmer and labourer who was diagnosed 
with leprosy some years ago. He was 
struggling to pay school fees for his 
children but desperately wanted them 
to have a good education to give 
them some hope of greater financial 
security in life. TLM was able to provide 
a scholarship for two of his children 
through the Catch them Young scheme, 
part-funded by donations from TLMNI – 
paying for school fees, books, bags and 
uniform. It was a great relief for Ramesh 
to know that his children would have 
many more opportunities in life than he 
has had. 
Big Dreams
Education is so important – and if you 
choose to leave a legacy gift to TLM 
Northern Ireland you could be enabling 
girls like Phool to dream big dreams of 
helping others and making a difference 
in their community. What a wonderful 
gift to know you will be impacting lives 
for many years to come. 
Over the past two years, approximately 
30 per cent of TLMNI’s total income has 
come from legacies. We feel incredibly 
honoured when people choose to leave 
TLMNI a legacy gift – these gifts ensure 
that we can continue to provide life-
changing programmes that transform 
the lives of so many people affected 
by leprosy. We are so grateful to these 
supporters and their families for their 
commitment to and passion for the 
work of The Leprosy Mission.  
But did you know that over 50 per cent 
of people in the UK do not have a will? 
And only three per cent of people in 
Northern Ireland leave a gift to charity 
in their will – that’s quite surprising 

considering the generosity of people 
in Northern Ireland in making regular 
charitable donations.
Will to Give Week
To increase awareness of the life-
changing nature of legacies, a group 
of charities, including TLMNI, have 
come together to form ‘Will to Give’, 
to promote gifts in wills to all charities, 
right here in Northern Ireland.
Will to Give week is taking place from 
6-12 November. Many organisations, 
including TLMNI, will be raising 
awareness of the importance of making 
a Will and how you can leave a gift to 
one or more charities.
You can visit their website 
www.willtogive.org for further 
information or to help find a local 
solicitor to advise you.   
A gift in memory
Many people choose to remember a 
loved one by giving a gift in memory 
rather than flowers at funeral or 
memorial service.
The Leprosy Mission offers a loving way 
to remember the life of someone special 
– by giving a donation in their memory. 
By honouring the life of a loved one 
you can provide people challenged 
by the effects of leprosy with hospital 
treatment, surgery, education, training, 
or even a low-cost house. 

‘We remember before 
our God and Father 
your work produced 
by faith, your labour 
prompted by love, 
and your endurance 
inspired by hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ,’    
1 Thessalonians 1:3 

We sincerely thank God 
for these men and women 
who have made a lasting 
contribution to TLM, and we 
remember their families at this 
time. 

Legacies
Mabel Rea Dickson
Iris May Boyd
John Gordon Thompson
Ena Morrow
Mary H Chapman
Irene Sarah Campbell
Anne Thompson 

In Lieu of flowers 
For Dorothy Elizabeth Forsythe

If you would like more 
information about leaving a 
gift in your will to The Leprosy 
Mission please contact Joanne 
at the office on 028 9262 9500 
or joanne@tlm-ni.org.

ROLL OF 
HONOUR

A legacy of love 

PRAYER POINT: Lord, thank you for all 
those who so generously remember and 

care for the poorest of the poor. May their gifts 
continue to bear fruit for many years to come. 
Amen. 

*According to research 
undertaken by Will Aid 
(www.willaid.org.uk) 

53% of people 
in UK do not 
have a Will*

As our thoughts 
start turning towards 
Christmas, and what 
gifts to give our loved 
ones, it’s also an 
opportunity to think 
about how we can show 
the compassion and 
care of Jesus to those in 
need. 
Purchasing one of our 
Gifts for Life is a great 
way to do both things! 
You’ll give a unique and 
memorable gift to a 
friend or family member 
and transform the life 
of a person affected 
by leprosy at the same 
time. 
We have some 
suggestions of gifts that 
will delight your loved 
ones and bring healing 
and hope to people and 
communities around the 
world. 
There are two ways to 
buy a Gift for Life – you 
can use the brochure 
and order form inserted 
in this magazine, or you 
can visit our website for 
more information and 
to make your purchase: 
www.tlm-ni.org 
You can then choose 
whether to send an 
electronic gift or a 
printed card to your 
chosen recipient. 

Phool (left) 
with her 
dad and 
siblings
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‘But in fact God has placed the 
parts in the body, every one of 
them, just as he wanted them to 
be … there are many parts, but 
one body,’    1 Corinthians 12: 18-20

PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for the wonderful way in which God has raised up faithful church 
supporters throughout the years to give such vital support to the Mission. Pray that more churches 

will see the need and feel called by God to get involved. 

A Moment in Mission

WORLD LEPROSY SUNDAY 2018  Each year we invite churches, groups, 
schools and individuals to raise awareness and funds for one of our countries 
or projects in honour of World Leprosy Day on 28 January. We will be 
holding a service at Lisburn Cathedral on this date, but we encourage 
churches to hold a World Leprosy Sunday on any Sunday throughout the 
year that suits them. Look out for our resources for 2018 which will be 
mailed out to churches from mid-November and will also be available on 
our website from this date.

Church Support Changes Lives
Peter Hilton, TLMNI’s Church and School Engagement 
Officer, shares how churches in Northern Ireland have 
given vital support to the Mission for over 100 years, 
and are still showing crucial concern for the poorest of 
the poor to this day
“I took a moment in the midst of filing recently to pause and read a few pages 
of some archive material. It recorded that, as far back as 1922, many churches 
from around the province had for some time been donating funds to the work 
of the Mission to Lepers, as TLM was known then. It also noted 
that representatives from the Mission had been to 
speak at some of these churches, to share about the 
latest developments in the fight against leprosy. As I 
read the list, I recognised the names of churches that 
support us to this day. It is no overstatement to say 
that these burgeoning partnerships in the 1920s 
have left a lasting and important legacy. 

Nearly 100 years on, the support of churches 
remains a critical 
component of the 
ministry of TLM and 
ensures that those 
with leprosy are not 
forgotten.

Passing on the passion
It is great when supporters pass on 
their passion for the work to children 
and young people. This past year has 
seen children across Armagh Diocese 
decorating shoes to highlight the 
problem of numb feet, caused by 
leprosy. As you can see from the photo, 
this led to some very creative designs. 
Two girls in Bangor even took it upon 
themselves to make and sell loom 
bands after a visit from TLM to their 
Sunday School, and raised over £50 in 
sales. 

Meanwhile, in Groomsport Presbyterian 
Church, the Sunday School collected 
loose change throughout the year, 
which added up to an amazing £300. 

Passing on a passion for the fight 
against leprosy to the next generation 
is pivotal if we are to succeed in 
defeating leprosy once and for all. We 
have a wealth of resources for young 
people’s work available (see page 
14). Please contact the office to 
obtain these, and help us to pass 
on the message of TLM to a new 
generation.

Immense value 
As I reflect on the critical 
role which churches play 
in the ministry of The 
Leprosy Mission, I think it 
is important to recognise the 
immense value of the often-
hidden generosity, prayer and 
hard work of countless church 

members across Northern 
Ireland, who, following the 
example of Jesus, have 
reached out in compassion 
to bring healing and hope 
to those with leprosy. 

If you are reading this and are 
remembering that your church once 
supported the work of TLM, but over 
the years this support has waned, 
perhaps this is the moment to reignite 
that partnership, and perhaps you are 
the person to provide the spark that will 
enable this to happen. 

Perhaps your church has never had a 
significant link with TLM. Could this be 
the moment to initiate that partnership, 
and could you be the person to start the 
ball rolling and connect the church with 
TLM?”

Please prayerfully consider how you 
can get involved with the ministry of 
The Leprosy Mission. Your support is 
vital.

Young people get 
creatively involved in 
the ministry of TLM

Join with us in the 
fight against leprosy…
Book a speaker, for a church 
group, a youth organisation or 
Sunday Service. We’d love to share 
our passion for TLM with your 
church. 

Raise funds, through a coffee 
morning, sponsored event, retiring 
offering or annual collection.  

Start praying, using Prayer Fuel 
(quarterly prayer update), and ASK, 
(daily prayer guide). Add TLM to 
your daily quiet time prayers, and 
commit to a regular slot for TLM in 
your small group or church service 
prayers. 

Visit our new website: it has a 
section devoted to resources for 
churches and is a great place to 
start finding all the tools that you 
need to get involved in helping 
to see leprosy defeated and lives 
transformed!  

www.tlm-ni.org
or contact the office on 
028 9262 9500 

Students from the Ulster College of Music will be performing classical 
pieces from Vivaldi, Mozart, Beethoven and others. Guitar duo Keith 
Thompson and Robbie Cuthbert will also play a selection of traditional 
and classical music. 
Tea/coffee and light refreshments will be available. During the 
evening, you will have the chance to purchase Christmas cards and 
gifts at the TLM Shop, and hear an update on TLM’s work.

Inspiring stories of 
support
The constant support of churches and 
church members is a real inspiration to 
me, not just as I look back on the history 
of the Mission, but also in my daily work. 

Just yesterday, I met Mrs Joy Hamilton, 
who was a Leprosy Mission Secretary for 
43 years in her church, only stepping 
down from her role in January after 
making sure that someone was found 
to take over from her. She shared 
how, all those years ago, a visit from 
Mr McCandless, the then Director for 
TLMNI, had inspired her to join the fight 
against leprosy. Each year, she collected 
money, wrote articles in her church 
magazine, and at the church service on 
World Leprosy Sunday, read Scripture 
and led prayers focused on the plight 
of those suffering from leprosy. Her 
faithful service has meant that St. Jude’s, 
Ballynafeigh joined the fight against 
leprosy in 1964, and has been taking 
part ever since!  

The quiet, longstanding work of another 
Leprosy Mission Secretary in Calvary 
Baptist, Sharon Rea, inspired some 
brave members of the congregation to 
take up the cause by running the Belfast 
Marathon relay in May. They raised over 
£1,200 in sponsorship, and presented 
the cheque to me as I visited their mid-
week meeting. 

Charity concert in aid of
The Leprosy Mission
21 November 2017
Knock Presbyterian Church, Belfast, 7.30pm

For more information call the Ulster College of Music on 028 9038 
1314 or TLMNI on 028 9262 9500.

Peter Hilton (right) with Belfast Marathon 
runners from Calvary Baptist church.

Joanne being presented with funds collected 
from Groomsport Sunday School

Suggested donation: £5
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Resources Did you know… 

We are training up Leprosy 
Champions in India? 

‘I have come that 
they may have 
life, and have it 
to the full,’ 
John 10:10

PRAYER POINT: Thank God for the dedication of Pastor Elisha. 
Pray that many more Leprosy Champions will be raised up to 

impact communities in India. PRAYER POINT: Pray that this new resource will be well received by the churches and clubs we are sending it to. Pray that it will help children to 
understand global issues of fairness and justice better and how we can all play our part in making the world a fairer place. 

A Well of 
Support 

This year, the Church Lads’ and Girls’ 
Brigade of Northern Ireland have 
been very busy raising funds to buy 
one of our Gifts for Life (see page 
10). Together they chose to try and 
raise enough money to buy a well. 

Recently we were very pleased to 
learn that their fundraising efforts 
had been incredibly successful – 
they achieved their goal of raising 
£800, enough to buy the well! We 
were delighted to let them know that 
mother-of-two Kalani and her family 
in Sri Lanka would be benefitting 
from their gift. 

Kalani and her children used to 
spend two hours each day, walking to 
get water from unprotected sources. 
Her family were vulnerable to many 
water borne diseases, and her feet, 
damaged by leprosy, were under 
threat of further problems during the 
long, heavy-laden, walk. 

The well means a trusted, steady, 
local source of water for Kalani 
leading to better health for her and 
her family. It also means that they 
can now grow fruit plants. This will 
bring in vital funds to a family who 
have been living in poverty for such 
a long time. 

Over the past four years, The 
Leprosy Mission has been able to 
provide 55 families with wells in Sri 
Lanka, thanks to the generosity and 
sacrificial giving of groups like The 
Church Lads’ and Girls’ Brigade. We 
are so grateful for their kindness, and 
the transformation they have bought 
to the lives of people affected by 
leprosy.

Fair Share: A 
new resource 
for church 
groups 
Our latest resource, which is perfect 
for Sunday Schools, youth groups and 
uniformed organisations, explores the issues 
of fairness and justice. It can easily be used 
for a one-off session, and invites children to 
think about the injustice of children in some 
countries not being able to go to school. 

They will meet Yogita, a 12-year-old girl from India. She lives with her family in 
a leprosy village because her mum had leprosy many years ago. Her parents 
couldn’t afford to send her to school, so your support provided her with a 
scholarship so that she could start school when she was seven years old. 

Last year, she noticed some white patches on her face. These patches started to 
spread over her body. Patches like these are often one of the first signs of leprosy. 
After a test, it was confirmed that Yogita had leprosy. Her hands began to lose 
sensitivity and she could no longer tell if a saucepan or kettle, for example, were 
hot. Now her hands are in danger of getting injured. Yogita had another problem 
too. She stopped going to school because people started to make fun of her, 
calling her names. She was very sad; she used to love school, and had hoped 
to become a doctor when she grew up.  At The Leprosy Mission hospital, she 
was given some medicine to cure her of leprosy. A Leprosy Mission worker also 
listened to her fears and worries about school and helped Yogita feel confident 
enough to return to school.

The Fair Share resource includes fun games, a Bible story and ideas for fundraising 
to help send children like Yogita to school. It’s a perfect session plan for 5-11 year 
olds. 

To find out more, visit our website where you can download the session plan 
www.tlm-ni.org or call the office on 028 9262 9500. We also have lots of other 
resources on our website for schools and church groups, so take a moment to 
check them out. 

It costs just £30 to train 
a Leprosy Champion

Even among church leaders in India, 
Pastor Elisha is known as ‘the beggar 
pastor’, referring to his background as 
a beggar. It was the only way he could 
survive when he was cast out of his 
community and his family because of his 
leprosy-related disabilities. 

From beggar to pastor
His begging days, however, are long gone and Pastor 
Elisha has devoted his life to championing the rights of 
people affected by leprosy. But Elisha says the prejudice 
surrounding leprosy and the taunts still hurt. Even recently, 
despite receiving heartfelt thanks from thousands of 
leprosy-affected people for helping them claim disability 
benefits, pensions, wheelchairs, food ration cards, decent 
housing and fighting for their children to attend school, 
he was upset he could not shake off ‘the beggar Pastor’ 
nickname.
To challenge their prejudice he invited 64 pastors to the 
leprosy colony where he lives. Amazingly, 54 attended 
and they shared food and fellowship. When the pastors 
found out what he had helped achieve in the colony their 
perception changed and the nickname was dropped. 
Running away
Elisha, 61, explained he had a very happy childhood 
until he was seven years old when his parents died. His 
grandma took him and his sister in. Soon after he noticed 
white, numb patches on his body. His grandma took him to 
alternative healers hoping to cure him. It was so traumatic 
that when a travelling circus came to his area he ran away 
with them. Over the years, leprosy ravished Elisha’s body 

resulting in him losing his fingers. Nerve damage meant he 
could no longer lift his feet off the ground and at this point 
he was thrown out of the circus.
Disowned, Elisha returned to his family only to discover 
that his grandmother had died and his sister, on seeing his 
disabilities, didn’t want anything to do with him. A villager 
took pity on him, telling him about a leprosy hospital where 
he received treatment. Elisha said it was around this time 
that he heard Bible stories of Jesus’s love for people with 
leprosy and he accepted Jesus into his life. He said it was 
the complete healing and acceptance people affected by 
leprosy received when Jesus touched them that inspired 
him.  
“After I left the hospital compound I used my experience 
to teach others about the needs of people with leprosy and 
dedicated my life to helping them. I started to take leprosy-
affected groups to their local government office to speak 
out on their behalf.” 

A new start
Elisha moved to the leprosy colony where he still lives, 
with his children and grandchildren, in 1979. He met his 
wife Jyothi, whose family had thrown her out when she 
developed leprosy-related disabilities, soon after moving 
there. He is the pastor for the community.
If left untreated leprosy has terrible physical effects on the 
body but people can rebuild their lives. With the help of 
Elisha and others like him, people affected by leprosy can 
discover the rights and benefits they are entitled to or they 
can be given training to do a skilled job as an alternative to 
begging. 
You can help train champions like Elisha to speak out 
for leprosy-affected people and restore their dignity. 
Our Leprosy Champions also help to quash some of the 
myths about leprosy in a bid to reduce age-old stigma 
surrounding the disease and fight to repeal leprosy 
discriminatory laws that still exist in India. 
Elisha summed it up when he said: “As an individual I can 
influence and help bring services to my local community 
or even to my district. But with TLM’s help the opportunity 
to influence at state or even country-level is even greater.” 
With your help, we are aiming to train up 500 Leprosy 
Champions, like Pastor Elisha, across India to stamp out 
discrimination surrounding leprosy.

Pastor 
Elisha

Kalani and her family
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Please fill out this form to set up a 
regular monthly gift, and return it in the 
envelope provided. Or sign up online at 

www.tlm-ni.org

On behalf of the people you are helping,  
thank you very much indeed.

Every month you can 
rest assured knowing 
that your gifts are 
bringing healing and 
hope to people who are 
suffering with the effects 
of leprosy.
Your gifts will bring the cure from 
leprosy to those who need it, pay for 
mobile health clinics for those who 
can’t get to hospital, treat infected 
ulcers saving lives and limbs, give life-
changing surgery to enable people to 
walk again, provide prosthetic limbs, 
and much, much more. 

The people you are helping may never know your name, but they will never 
forget your kindness.

You can manage your giving and are free to cancel your direct debit at any 
time. You are in control. The wonderful thing about giving regularly is that it 
enables The Leprosy Mission to plan ahead, so the people you are helping can 
feel secure, knowing your support will be there for them in the future.

Thank you for your care and kindness. 

The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland 
Lagan House, 2a Queen’s Road, Lisburn BT27 4TZ 
Tel: 028 9262 9500  Email: info@tlm-ni.org

www.tlm-ni.org

Registered Charity No: NIC106322   A company limited by guarantee registered in Northern Ireland No: NI640401

 www.facebook.com/TLMNI 

Become a Regular 
Supporter today
And you can show the love of 
Jesus to someone like Sabita

Sabita needs 
help with  
her wounds 
every week

FOLLOW US www.facebook.com/tlmniwww.tlm-ni.org


