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Volunteers are the lifeblood of our workOne of my great joys in working for The Leprosy Mission is the opportunity to serve 

alongside a dedicated and committed army of volunteers who seek to follow the 

example of Jesus Christ in reaching out and doing what they can to help cure, care for 

and restore people affected by leprosy.  Our volunteers come in all shapes and sizes – Church Secretaries, Board members, 

volunteer speakers, office helpers, serving tea and coffee at meetings, leading prayer 

groups or selling TLM products. They are a varied and diverse bunch of people yet all 

similar in their single determination and passion to help make a difference where and 

when they can.   
Like the young boy who gave all that he had in the Gospel story of Jesus feeding the 

5,000, I so often see volunteers give all that they have. They often feel like ‘it isn’t much’.  

Yet Jesus blesses these small acts. Miracles still happen today as individuals and families 

are healed, leprosy is defeated and lives are transformed.Last month I had the privilege of speaking with John Knox, who has served as a Church 

Secretary for nearly 40 years. Like so many others, he has faithfully prayed and done 

what he can to raise critical funds to ensure those affected by leprosy are not forgotten. 

Most of the support he has received comes from people throwing loose change into a 

collection box. Small change that has raised more than £40,000 over the years. You can 

read more about his story on page 10.Volunteers are the life blood of our work. We simply couldn’t do what we do without 

you! On page 11 you will see that we are holding a number of events in the coming 

months. We are also asking for help. Whether you have been an active supporter for 

years, merely an observer or have just recently become interested, we would love you to 

be part of this life-changing work. Please get in touch, come along if you can, and get 

involved!

‘Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world; indeed it is the only thing that ever does’ 

Margaret Mead 

In Him

Joanne Briggs
National Director
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Contact Us
The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland
Lagan House, 2a Queen’s Road, 
Lisburn BT27 4TZ

Telephone: 028 92629500
Email: info@tlm-ni.org
Website: www.tlm-ni.org
Facebook.com/tlmni
NI Charity Number: NIC102620
HMRC: XR1 1501

National Director: 
Joanne Briggs
Church & School Engagement Officer: 
Peter Hilton
Office & Finance Manager: 
Joy Jamieson
Administrative Assistant: 
Aude Ingrand
Chairperson of Board of Trustees: 
Mrs Fiona Davidson

The Leprosy Mission is an international Christian development 
organisation serving the needs of people affected by leprosy 
in 26 countries worldwide.  The organisation was founded in 
1874.  The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland, motivated by 
the example of Jesus Christ, exists to work in partnership to 
cure, care for and restore leprosy affected people, families and 
communities.  Our vision is a world where leprosy is ended and 
lives are transformed.  

InTouch is published twice a year by The Leprosy Mission 
Northern Ireland.
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What do you do with your 
used stamps?
TLMNI can turn your old stamps into cash that 
enables us to help those affected by leprosy. 
In 2015, we raised over £6,000 through the 
sale of used stamps! Please don’t throw your 
envelopes in the bin. Tear off the stamp and 
donate them to us. You could even get your local 
church, school or businesses involved. Reusing them 
makes a real difference to those in need. 

Dates For Your Diary

15
JUNE

Lisburn Fun Run 
Join TLM staff and Board 
members as they take 
part in the Fun Run to 
raise awareness and 
funds for TLM

26
APRIL

AGM
7pm, Knock Presbyterian
In addition to the 
general business, Peter 
Hilton will share about 
his recent experiences in 
Nepal 

7
SEPTEMBER

Volunteer Speaker 
Evening
7.30pm, TLM office. An 
opportunity to learn a 
little more about what is 
involved in speaking for 
TLM, either in your local 
church, or as part of our 
TLM Speaker Team. 

17-
21 

OCTOBER 

TLM Christmas Shop 
goes to Lisburn Health 
Centre! 
Volunteers needed to 
help ‘man’ the shop and 
sell TLM Christmas cards 
and gifts
 

Aboubacar is only 14 but has been in and out of hospital 
for much of his life. He has received treatment for leprosy 
from a TLM-supported hospital in Nigeria, but sadly he 
has lost feeling in his hands and feet already. His story 
is told in our church and schools resources which can be 
downloaded from www.nopainnogaintlm.org 

The front page photo explained...

5
NOVEMBER

Christmas Fair and 
Coffee Morning
Seymour Street 
Methodist Church, 
Lisburn

Regional Church Secretary Meetings
We are inviting Church Secretaries from 
the following areas to come and meet us 
(for more info see volunteer section on 
page 11)

Enniskillen Area 
16 May, 7.30pm, Fivemiletown Parish 

Belfast Area
23 May, 7.30pm, Cregagh 
Presbyterian 

Ballymena Area 
25 May, 7.30pm, 1st Ballymena 
Presbyterian

Lisburn Area 
1 June, 2.30pm, TLM Office 
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News...

Helpless but hopeful -
World Leprosy Day 2016
On Sunday 31 January, Bishop Dickson 
of the Diocese of Central Tanganyika, 
Tanzania, was the guest speaker at our 
World Leprosy Day service at Lisburn 
Cathedral. 

A good number of faithful supporters 
attended the service which was led by 
Joanne Briggs and included worship, 
a sermon from Bishop Dickson and a 
report on TLM’s work in Tanzania.  

In his sermon, Bishop Dickson 
reminded those present that, despite 
the helplessness experienced by many 
who suffer from leprosy, there was hope. 
Speaking on the passage in 2 Kings 5, 
he recounted how Naaman, a powerful 
man and leader of the Syrian army, was 
rendered helpless by the disease of 
leprosy. He sought healing, and found 
it by following the instructions of the 
prophet Elisha, who told him to dip in 
the Jordan river seven times. Despite 
being helpless, Naaman found hope 
and healing. 

Mr Brian Atkins, Diocesan Business 
Advisor in Tanganyika, shared how 
The Leprosy Mission is working in 
partnership with the Diocese to bring 
hope to people affected by leprosy in 
Tanzania. He explained how Hombolo 
Hospital has been transformed thanks 

to funding from TLMNI. Hombolo is 
now a general hospital, but for many 
years it was the main leprosy referral 
centre for all of Tanzania. Many people 
who suspect they have leprosy still 
travel a long distance to it, because 
of its reputation for excellence in the 
treatment of leprosy. 

Mr Atkins also talked about the 
hospital’s Community Health Education 
Programme (CHEP) which is providing 
health care to rural communities.

World Leprosy Day is officially 
commemorated each year on the 
last Sunday of January. This year, 
we are encouraging churches and 
organisations to have a leprosy Sunday 
anytime between now and 25 April.

There are lots of resources on our 
website, including sermon notes, a 
video, a PowerPoint presentation, 
and prayers. Visit www.tlm-ni.org or 
contact the office for more details. 

To read more about our work in 
Tanzania see page 12. 

In February, The Leprosy Mission International Board 
announced that it has appointed Mr Brent Morgan as the 
new International Director. Brent will be taking over from 
Geoff Warne later this year. 

Brent comes to this role with a vast amount of experience 
in the commercial and charity sectors. For the last six years 
he has been the Executive Director of TLM New Zealand. 

Brent and his wife Tracey will move to London 
from Auckland in the second half of 2016. 

“I know that Brent will be in our prayers over the 
coming months as he prepares to move into this 
important role and for both Geoff and Brent as 
they work together in the hand-over period,” 
said Ken Martin, chair of the International 
Board who began the task of searching for 
a new Director last year. 

Geoff Warne will step down after 10 
years’ service to The Leprosy Mission 
in September. He and his wife Karen 
will return to their home country of 

New Zealand. Geoff’s departure will be marked at TLM’s 
Annual Meeting of Members, which includes Country 
Leaders, Board members and the international staff team, 
in London in September. 

New Director for TLM International
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Thank you for your 
Gifts for Life
In 2015 you have made a huge 
contribution to our Gifts for Life 
appeal. You have invested a total of 
£9,000 in transforming lives through 
supplying school materials, goats, 
protective sandals, farming tools, 
bicycles and many other items that 
will have a lasting impact on many 
people’s lives. Thank you for your 
generosity!

You can find out more about Gifts 
for Life at www.tlmtrading.com

News...

Help end 
discrimination
You can help bring 
about significant change 
in India by signing the 
‘United for Change’ 
petition. This campaign, 
supported by TLM India, 
asks the Prime Minister 
of India to repeal archaic 
and redundant laws 
relating to leprosy.

Visit 
www.united4change.in
and help us make a 
difference. 

Thank you! 

Mothers’ Union meet up
During their recent visit to Northern Ireland, Bishop Dickson of the Diocese 
of Central Tanganyika, Tanzania, and Brian Atkins, Diocesan Business Advisor, 
joined TLM Northern Ireland staff as they met with Mrs Norma Bell and Mrs 
Moira Thompson, representatives from Mothers’ Union Ireland. The Mothers’ 
Union in Tanzania is one of the largest and most active branches in the world. 
TLM NI speak at many different Mothers’ Union’s across Northern Ireland. It was 
great to meet and share information with each other about how to empower 
the powerless and transform lives. 

Support from across NI
Peter Hilton, our church and schools’ 
officer, spoke at Groomsport Presbyterian 
church on World Leprosy Day, 31 January. 
Peter is pictured with TLM Secretary 
for the church, Stephanie McCreedy, 
and Minister Dr Purce. The church has 
supported the work of TLM for many 
years. On World Leprosy Day, TLM staff 
and volunteers spoke at 10 services 
across the province.  

Fairtrade Coffee 
Morning
Each year, during Fairtrade 
Fortnight, we host a Fairtrade 
Coffee Morning in our shop in 
Lisburn. This year, on 1 March, we 
had a lovely morning, selling and 
serving lots of Fairtrade tea and 
coffee. We also sold many things 
that have been ethically sourced. 
Some of the most popular items 
were made by leprosy-affected 
members of self-help groups. It 
was also a great opportunity to get 
to know new people, or catch up 
with old friends.

We’d like to thank everyone who 
came along and supported the 
morning, which raised over £500.
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It may be hard to believe but it’s nearly a year since a massive earthquake struck this 
already struggling country. Not only has it been a year of great challenge, it’s also been 
a year in which we’ve been overwhelmed by your generosity
It is not headline news anymore but 
many people in Nepal are still in 
desperate need of help. On 25 April 
2015 and on the days following, over 
8,000 people died and many thousands 
more were injured when a massive 
7.8 magnitude earthquake struck this 
mountainous nation. 

For the last four months, violent 
clashes and political unrest along 
Nepal’s southern border with India has 
hampered relief operations affecting 
the supply of fuel and access to 
the most vulnerable. Many of those 
affected by the earthquake live in 
remote villages at high altitude and 
urgently need support to survive the 
winter. According to the UN, 81,000 
households living in temporary shelters 

require shelter support and other items 
including solar lamps, blankets and 
winter clothes. 

Although the blockade on the border 
has now ended, it will take a while for 
life to get back to normal in Nepal. 

Throughout this last year TLM has been 
working hard to ensure that Anandaban 
hospital can continue to provide 
excellent leprosy services as well as 
emergency medical care for people 
affected by the earthquake, and that’s 
in spite of the structural damage the 
hospital sustained. 

More than a million homes and buildings 
were damaged or destroyed in the 
earthquake. TLM will be embarking on 
a rebuilding project, not only of parts 

of the hospital, but also homes for staff 
and for people affected by leprosy and 
a clinic that provides essential health 
services to people living in the suburbs 
of Kathmandu (read on to find out how 
you can get involved with this project!). 

NEPAL: one year on

‘The Lord is a refuge for the 
oppressed, a stronghold in times 
of trouble,’ Psalm 9:9

6



An oasis of hope and calm
Peter Hilton, TLMNI’s Church and Schools Officer, has recently returned from an eye-
opening visit to Nepal. These are his reflections on his trip

Arriving in Kathmandu, I saw for myself 
the queues of buses and trucks, parked 
up for the night, awaiting a delivery of 
fuel. I also saw heaps of rubble on the 
streets, and the odd building missing 
from a row, lost to the earthquake. 

I accompanied a team from Anandaban 
Hospital who were visiting a community 
in the mountains in the Sindhupalchowk 
district. There I met a number of the 
people whom TLM Nepal has helped 
in the past year (see Krishna’s story on 
page 9). 

Signs of recovery
I visited Anandaban Hospital, an oasis 
of hope and calm, set in a forest on the 
side of a mountain, a short drive from 
the smog, pollution and intensity of 
Kathmandu. 

Many of the buildings displayed 
evidence of the damage of the 
earthquake, with cracks, uneven floors, 
and collapsed walls. One of four tents 
used as wards following the earthquake 
was still in use. 

There were signs of recovery. The new 
main building was under construction, 
held back by fuel shortages, but making 
progress nonetheless. 

While the buildings at Anandaban have 
been badly affected by the earthquake, 
the reputation of the hospital has never 
been so good. 

The high-quality, free treatment offered 
to those affected by the earthquake 
has meant that respect for Anandaban 
has risen in Kathmandu and the 
surrounding area. 

Since the earthquake, the general ward 
of the hospital has seen a significant 
increase in patients seeking attention 
for various medical conditions, helping 
to generate income for the hospital; 
general patients pay a small fee for their 
care there. This means patients with 
various ailments are being cared for 
alongside leprosy patients, there is no 
segregation as would have happened 
in the past. 

This way, people learn that leprosy is 
not a disease to be feared, and the 
myths surrounding it are dispelled. 

The volume and quality of surgeries 
carried out post-earthquake has 
impressed the government. As a result 
they are now willing to grant TLM Nepal 
permission to purchase land and award 
them with a much coveted license to 
have a permanent clinic in Kathmandu. 

As I travelled to the different projects, 
met with self-help groups, saw mobile 
clinics and met with many of the 
hospital staff I was encouraged by 
their faith, resilience, bravery and 
dedication. They had not let the trauma 
of the past year curtail their efforts in 
the fight against leprosy. 

Peter meets with members of a 
co-operative in Ranjapur 

View of the building work at Anandaban Hospital

7



Help us to 
Rebuild Lives...
For many years Anandaban hospital has 
run satellite leprosy clinics on the outskirts 
of Kathmandu to make them accessible to 
leprosy patients all over Nepal. 

At present, Patan Clinic operates on a 
Wednesday in converted ‘garages’ as the 
building that TLM Nepal previously used was 
damaged by the earthquake. 

Currently, around 100 patients visit the 
clinic each Wednesday, the majority of them 
leprosy patients. While there, I saw the 
clinic in action – one garage acted as the 
consultancy and medical dispensary, another 
as a makeshift lab, taking swabs of skin to 
diagnose leprosy, while the third garage 
provided ulcer treatment and care. Under 
such trying conditions I was very impressed at 
the professionalism and efficiency of the staff. 

TLM Nepal is currently looking for land to buy 
to establish a clinic in the city that would be 
open five days a week. This would increase 
the profile and accessibility of the services of 
Anandaban greatly. 

Thanks to your support, TLMNI has been 
able to help fund TLM Nepal to purchase this 
piece of land. 

Once the clinic is built, communities who 
currently have to travel many miles, perhaps 
even days, for medical care will now be able 
to access excellent care much closer to home, 
potentially saving lives. This includes both 
leprosy and general patients. 

We’d love you to consider partnering with 
us to rebuild this clinic. You can help bring 
transformation to thousands of people who 
are not currently receiving quality medical 
attention when it’s needed. For more details 
of how you can get involved see page 9. 

Please pray for Nepal
TLM Nepal: Pray for the Country Leader Shovakhar Kandel, and the 
office staff as they co-ordinate the many different projects and people 
across Nepal. Pray for wisdom and provision as they seek to utilise 
the resources they have to provide the best service and care to those 
suffering from leprosy. Pray for continued good relations with the Nepali 
Government. Pray for the community-based staff, who look after 42 
co-operatives, and many more self-help groups across Nepal. Pray for 
mobile clinics, that they would be effective in their treatment of leprosy. 
Remember in particular Patan Clinic, as it seeks new premises, which will 
allow it to provide greater services. 

Anandaban Hospital: Pray for Medical Superintendent Dr Indra 
Napit, and the doctors, nurses, counselling, physiotherapy, admin, 
research lab team, and pharmacy staff at Anandaban. Pray for the 
rebuilding of the hospital, and the challenges that working in makeshift 
conditions brings to the staff. Pray for the Christian witness of Anandaban, 
for chapel each morning, and the witness of the staff as they interact with 
patients. Give thanks for the growing reputation of Anandaban following 
the earthquake, and continue to ask God’s blessing upon it.

TLM Nepal Partner Organisations: Pray for the work of IDEA 
Nepal, a group of over 1,000 leprosy-affected people who advocate and 
campaign for the rights of those with leprosy. Pray also for International 
Nepal Fellowship and their Green Pastures Hospital in Pokhara. Pray 
in particular for the dedicated leprosy ward in this hospital. Pray for 
the Nepal Leprosy Trust, their hospital in Lalgadh, and their extensive 
community work. 

Post-Earthquake Recovery: Remember the communities whose 
houses and livelihoods have been destroyed by the earthquake. Pray 
that the Nepali government would act in a swift and fair way, and honour 
their commitment to rebuild houses. Pray for TLM Nepal as it seeks to 
help rebuild the houses of people affected by leprosy. Pray too for a 
lasting and peaceful solution to Nepal’s constitutional crisis, which has 
been going on for many years, and crippled the country so severely in 
these past few months. 

These are just some of the ways your 
donations have been used in the last year 

• Nearly 2,000 people affected by the earthquake have been treated at 
Anadaban or at TLM’s emergency medical camps 

• Over 1,400 households received emergency food and non-food items

• Nearly 4,000 people received temporary shelters 

• TLM Nepal has financially supported its entire staff (134 people) who 
have had homes lost or damaged in the earthquake

• Over 600 people have received trauma counselling

A patient waits for a skin smear test in one of Patan clinic’s temporary shelters
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Krishna is in his early 40s and was 
diagnosed with leprosy 13 years ago. 
Despite receiving year-long treatment 
of Multi-Drug Therapy, much damage 
had already been done to Krishna’s 
body. His hands had become clawed, 
he could no longer close one eye, and 
his feet had become weak – he was no 
longer able to lift them while walking. 

He was diagnosed at a local health 
clinic, and then referred to Anandaban. 
It took him six hours on public transport 

to reach the hospital. There he was 
given medicine, and he underwent 
two operations which reversed his foot 
drop. 

He was also taught self-care at 
Anandaban; this has equipped him 
to look after his hands, eyes and feet 
to guard against ulcers, burns and 
infections.  

Krishna is married to Uzeli, and 
they have two daughters and a son. 

Their eldest girl is currently studying 
in Kathmandu, thanks to a school 
scholarship provided by TLM Nepal. 

When the earthquake struck, they were 
terrified, and ran towards open space. 
Once out of their house, they then 
feared a landslide. No family member 
was injured, but in the small village 
where they live, five women and a 
small boy were killed. 

Most of the houses were severely 
damaged, including Krishna’s. TLM 
Nepal supplied his family with material 
to construct a temporary shelter. This 
has helped the family to survive the 
monsoon rains of June, and the harsh 
winter and fuel blockades. Krishna has 
two dreams – living in a new, sturdy, 
house, and one day owning a grocery 
store which could supply the local 
village. 

Restoring and 
Rebuilding Nepal

Join us in restoring and 
rebuilding Nepal!

Visit www.tlm-ni.org to download 
resources, make a donation to 
our work in Nepal, or contact the 
office for more details. 

Krishna with his wife and child. Their two 
storey home (left) was severely damaged 
in the earthquake. TLM has provided 
them with temporary shelter (right) 

Krishna’s Story

Patan clinic: one of the three 
garages currently acting as a 
treatment room

Special announcement – Annual General Meeting 2016
26 April, 7pm, Knock Presbyterian Church
 
We’d like to invite you to attend our AGM. This year, Peter Hilton will be 
speaking about his recent visit to Nepal to see the continuation of relief 
work following last year’s earthquake as well as ongoing leprosy work. The 
evening will also include our annual report for the year and the adoption of 
our new articles of association. 

Tea, coffee and refreshments will be provided. 
We look forward to welcoming you!
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John has been a Church Secretary in 
Glenburn Methodist Church in Belfast 
for nearly 40 years. Due to failing 
health he has reluctantly stepped 
back from this role – in his words ‘it 
has broken my heart to give it up’. 
He will remain as committed to and 
as passionate about the work of The 
Leprosy Mission as he ever was. He is a 
retired Fire Service Officer and he and 
his wife are members of the Retired 
Fire Service Association. 
John has raised hundreds of pounds 
each year through collection boxes 
and promotion of TLM in his church, 
totalling nearly £40,000.
When and how did you first get 
to know about TLM and become 
involved?
I can’t remember the exact time, but 
at least 35 years ago. I was a ‘Pew 
Steward’ in Glenburn Methodist and 
one day the TLM Church Secretary at 
the time, Roberta Brownlee, was talking 
about the collection boxes and asked in 
passing what she should do with them 

all. I responded by saying give them to 
me and I will deal with them. Roberta 
handed over the boxes and the role 
and the rest is history.

What do you like about the work of 
TLM?
The focus on healing those with leprosy 
is very important, especially when 
many people think that leprosy no 
longer exists. What I particularly like is 
the commitment to continue to help 
people after the diagnosis, cure and 
care, such as providing vocational and 
livelihoods training. Individuals have 
the opportunity to learn and develop 
new skills which means they can go on 
and get a job and maybe even help 
others. As well as that, TLM reintegrates 
people affected by leprosy back into 
their communities and its things like 
the vocational training and education 
that enables that to happen.

I have always enjoyed hearing and 
reading updates about TLM’s work. I 
really enjoyed the recent World Leprosy 
Day event in Lisburn Cathedral. I was 

encouraged to hear about the work 
that is going on in Tanzania – the real 
impact that it is having there and how 
our funds are being used.

What does the role of a Church 
Secretary involve?
I have mainly focused on distributing 
collection boxes. Over the years I have 
seen the amount raised grow from 
hundreds to thousands of pounds. 
Joyce, my wife, and I had sore arms 
carrying the bags of coins when 
individuals returned them each year! 
We would also collect loose change 
from family and friends. I have a good 
eye for money that has been dropped 
on the streets or at bus stops and I 
lift the coins and put them into the 
collection boxes. The collection boxes 
are good as people don’t notice giving 
away their loose change; some people 
don’t want to sign up to commit to 
donating each month but are more 
than happy to drop in coins. 

A MOMENT IN MISSION

John Knox, one of TLM’s longest-standing Church 
Secretaries, shares about why he got involved in 
this role and what it means to him 

What is a TLM
Church Secretary?
Church Secretaries are a vital 
link between TLMNI and local 
churches. They raise funds 
in their church for TLM, they 
raise awareness about leprosy 
and represent the work of 
The Leprosy Mission to the 
congregation and ensure that 
they have the opportunity to 
update the church regularly, 
particularly around World 
Leprosy Day.
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Each year I gave an update on the work of The Leprosy 
Mission to the congregation, usually around World Leprosy 
Day. It was important to provide feedback in church as this 
raised awareness and encouraged others to support the 
work. I remember Colin Ferguson, former National Director, 
speaking at a service in Glenburn.  As a result, many people 
requested boxes and the giving almost trebled!  

Last year, I had the opportunity to talk about TLM’s work in 
Nepal, following the earthquake. I have great empathy for 
the people of Nepal. They have very difficult circumstances 
and many needs but my impression is that they want to help 
themselves and our support can make that difference.

Did you experience any challenges?
It was sometimes difficult to get a slot in a church service to 
speak and share about the work. I had to keep chasing and 
make sure that I had the opportunity.

What were your highlights?
I loved to watch the total grow! And I was always delighted 
when people asked for more boxes.

It was always a pleasure, never a chore. It was a joy; a labour 
of love.

I was encouraged by the support that I received from the 
members of Glenburn Methodist and I always enjoyed 
coming into the TLM office with the collection boxes and 
loose coins.

What advice would you give other Church Secretaries?
Fight your corner! Don’t let anyone move your magazines 
or collection boxes.  Often this would happen and I would 
always move them back again!

There are many other worthy causes but it is our job to ensure 
that those with leprosy are not forgotten about.

A lot of supporters have passed away over the years and you 
have to keep trying to get others to support the work.

My prayer is that Church Secretaries would know how 
important and valuable they are and that those who have lost 
interest would be reawakened with the good work that we are 
doing and become more active in their local congregation. 

I also pray that the work would continue to grow all over 
Northern Ireland and across the world and that more and 
more money would be raised to help those affected by 
leprosy.

Long may the work continue!

We are so grateful for the work John and Joyce have done 
for TLM over the years. Their commitment is so greatly 
appreciated.

Volunteer Opportunities

  Regional Church Secretary Meetings

John is one of many people who are a voice for leprosy 
within their church. We are very grateful for each person 
who supports The Leprosy Mission in this way, and we 
would love to meet with you. 

In May and June we’ll be holding four different meetings, 
hosted by different churches. If you are a Church Secretary 
living nearby one of these locations, please come along. 
We’d love to hear about your experiences and listen to 
your ideas. We’d also love to resource you in the best way 
possible. 

Enniskillen Area Meeting
16 May, 7.30pm, Fivemiletown Parish 

Belfast Area Meeting
23 May, 7.30pm, Cregagh Presbyterian 

Ballymena Area Meeting
25 May, 7.30pm, 1st Ballymena Presbyterian

Lisburn Area Meeting
1st June, 2.30pm TLM Office 

If there is not a meeting near you, don’t worry. We intend 
to hold more of these meetings in the coming months. If 
you think that you could facilitate one in your area, please 
get in touch with the office. 

  Could you help in our shop in the autumn?

We are looking for a couple of people to volunteer in 
our Lisburn TLM shop during the months of October and 
November. These are typically the busiest months of the 
year for the shop, with many mobile shops going out 
to meetings across the province, and increased footfall 
in the shop itself. We are looking for someone who has 
some experience of retail, who could commit to a couple 
of hours a day, preferably two or three days a week. 

If you are interested please contact us on 02892 629500, 
info@tlm-ni.org 

  Volunteer Speaker Evening 

7 September, TLM Office, 7.30pm
On 7 September we are hosting an evening for people 
interested in speaking on behalf of TLM. Whether that is 
giving a brief update in your church as part of your role as 
a Church Secretary, or being part of our speaker team, that 
speaks at events and services across Northern Ireland, we 
would love to see you there. It is a great opportunity to 
gather resources and share ideas with one another about 
how we can best communicate the message of TLM with 
the people of Northern Ireland. 

Moneyboxes change lives. Small 
change that makes a big difference.
It’s easy and fun to put a Leprosy Mission moneybox in your 
home, church, workplace or local shop. You can help raise 
funds in small change to create big change for leprosy-
affected people this year. 

Contact 
Joy at the office for more info on 
028 9262 9500 
or joy@tlm-ni.org 
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For many years The Leprosy Mission 
Northern Ireland has played a 
significant part in caring for leprosy-
affected people in Tanzania. We have a 
very special relationship with Hombolo 
Hospital and with staff of the Diocese. 
In January, we were delighted to 
have Bishop Dickson of the Diocese 
of Central Tanganyika speak at TLM’s 
World Leprosy Day service in Lisburn 
Cathedral (see page 4)

In 2004 this rural leprosy hospital was 
in disrepair and in desperate need of 
funding to help with renovation. They 
reached out to TLM NI to ask for help.  

With your support, we were able to 
complete the renovation of Hombolo 
Hospital. Subsequently, staff morale 
and patient care has improved. 
Your donations have also enabled 
the Community Health Education 
Programme (CHEP) to run for the last 
10 years, bringing vital healthcare to 
remote villages. 

Breaking down stigma
Some 32 volunteers on bicycles visit 
rural villages bringing vital health 
care that villagers would not be able 
to access otherwise. Through song 
and drama, the volunteers educate 
people about the risks and signs of 
leprosy, HIV, STDs and TB. This helps 

break down the stigma of leprosy and 
means people are more likely to seek 
treatment early. In 2014/15, 21,000 
villagers were reached. Through mobile 
clinics, many people are referred on to 
Hombolo Hospital for diagnosis and 
treatment of suspected diseases. 

Word and deed
For the 300 villagers who live in 
Samaria, a village of leprosy-affected 
people who have been rejected by 
their communities, life has been 
transformed thanks to the prayers, 
funds and building efforts of volunteers 
from Northern Ireland. 

Our volunteer teams brought the hope 
of the gospel in both word and deed 
as they built 26 new homes, and a 
church, brick by brick and provided a 
water pump. This village was once on 
the map because of 
its notorious link with 
leprosy; now it’s on the 
map for its life-giving 
water. 

As we give thanks 
for all that has been 
achieved in Tanzania 
through TLM, we can 
reflect on the words 
which Bishop Dickson, 
the keynote speaker at 

our World Leprosy Day service on 31 
January, opened his sermon with: 

“Although we are different in terms 
of culture, colour and experience, in 
Christ we are one body and this is why 
we can work in partnership and enrich 
one another.”

In the village of Samaria, through the 
CHEP initiative and through the work 
at Hombolo Hospital, there is much 
physical evidence of this spiritual truth.  

To support the Community 
Health Education 
programme in Tanzania 
please contact the office on 

028 9262 9500 
or info@tlm-ni.org 
You can also find further information 
on www.tlm-ni.org or follow us on 
facebook.com/tlmni

Transformation in Tanzania
The Leprosy Mission has, for many years, been a catalyst for 
change in rural villages in Tanzania. Here’s an update on what 
your support has achieved

William and his family received a low-cost home thanks to supporters

One of the 
houses built in a leprosy village by volunteers from Northern Ireland

CHEP 
volunteers 
and staff
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Perfect timing for Veronica 
Veronica, a 30-year-old mum of three, 
was fortunate enough to have the 
CHEP team visit her village. It was 
perfect timing and may well have saved 
her from a lifetime of disability. 

Thanks to the team, Veronica learnt 
about the signs and symptoms of 
leprosy. So when she noticed unusual 
patches on her skin she sought help 
straight away. She was referred to 
hospital where she received treatment. 

She was given a first course of drug 
treatment and told to come back for 
further supply in a few weeks. However, 
when Veronica returned to the hospital, 
she was told there were no more leprosy 
drugs available. Very disheartened, 
Veronica returned home. 

Thankfully, a team from TLM, including 
Joanne Briggs, were visiting projects 
in Tanzania at this time. When Joanne 
spoke to Veronica and learnt of 
her plight she was able to speak to 
government health officials to find 
out why the supply of free drugs 
was not reaching Veronica and other 
communities in this region. Soon, 
Veronica had the drugs she needed 
and she was so much happier. 

Veronica’s life has really been turned 
around and it’s all thanks to you and 
your gifts! Without your support this 
work would not be possible.

CHEP has provided her with training 
on human rights and now she works on 
a farm as part of a garden collective, 
growing tomatoes and vegetables. 
She earns an income and can provide 
for her family. She feels much more 
optimistic about the future.

A reflection from 
Bishop Dickson on 
what it means to 
be helpless but not 
hopeless
In 2 Kings 5, Elisha 
is helpless as he 
is only a prophet. 
He is not a king. 
He is not famous 
or wealthy. He 
cannot call up the 
best doctors. But 
he is not hopeless 
for he offers hope 
to Naaman by offering a cure for 
his leprosy. In verse 10 he says: 
“Go, wash yourself seven times in 
the Jordan, and your flesh will be 
restored and you will be cleansed.” 
When Naaman obeyed, not only 
was he cured, but also ‘his flesh 
was restored and became as soft 
as that of a young boy’. Out of the 
hope God was able to grant the 
help.

My dear friends in Christ, 
sometimes we can also feel 
helpless

When we look at our resources we do 
not have enough resources. When we 
look at our number we are not that 
many. But we are not hopeless because 
we continue to offer hope to these 
people who are suffering in Africa and 
other parts of the world.

If we are asked: What is the source of 
our hope? The response is Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Saviour.  

It is Jesus’ love and compassion to 
those with leprosy that motivates us to 
do what we are doing. 

And I want to take this opportunity 
to sincerely thank The Leprosy 
Mission for all that you have done 
at Hombolo and in other parts of 
the world. I want to thank all of you 
who have supported The Leprosy 
Mission over the years. Without you 
we would not have achieved what 
we have already achieved. You may 
feel helpless but your support shows 
you are not hopeless. And out of that 
hope The Leprosy Mission through 
our Lord Jesus Christ can offer hope 
and help.

‘For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do,’ Ephesians 2:10

ROLL OF 
HONOUR
Legacies
Miss Sheilagh Jebb

Miss Mary Walker

Mrs Nan Vance

Mrs Mary Jane Taylor

Miss Emily Eakins

Mrs Catherine Leach

Mr Alexander Martin

In Lieu of flowers and donations 
in memory of
Mrs Catherine Common

We sincerely thank these men and 
women who have made a lasting 
contribution to TLM, and we 
remember their families at this time.

Veronica 
- a life 
transformed

Joanne Briggs meets the district co-ordinator for TB and leprosy 

Staff from 
TLM and the 
CHEP team
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Leprosy is a disease that’s been around for thousands 
of years and is difficult to diagnose, so can our vision of 
defeating leprosy really be achieved? 
Many organisations, including TLM, believe that leprosy 
could be eliminated if enough resources were made available 
to tackle it. 
TLM’s work and the passion of its supporters has always 
been vital in the fight against leprosy. But when in 2000 the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) declared that leprosy was 
no longer a public health problem, TLM’s focus on leprosy 
became even more of a necessity. Gradually other leprosy 
organisations began focusing on a wider variety of diseases, 
there was less motivation to continue tackling it and finances 
dried up.
And yet there are still about 210,000 new cases a year, 
in 100 countries. The majority of new cases are in India 
and Brazil. Nearly 10 per cent of new cases are children 
according to WHO. The Leprosy Mission remains one of the 
few international organisations whose sole vision is to see 
leprosy defeated. 
A difficult disease to tackle
Currently, leprosy can only be diagnosed once symptoms 

appear (such as patches on the skin), there is 
currently no simple diagnostic test for it 

(such as a blood test), and symptoms can 
take years to show. 

One way to curb the spread is to 
trace all contacts of the patient 
and give them preventative drug 
treatment. But stigma related 
to leprosy can be very strong in 
some communities so patients 
don’t always want people to know 

that they have leprosy. And fear of 
being stigmatised can also prevent 

people coming forward for treatment.

One of the reasons 
tackling leprosy is 
harder than with 
other diseases is 
because it’s not 
completely known 
how leprosy is 
transmitted from 
person to person, 
though it’s thought 
there is a link with 
droplets from the 
nose.

Making progress
American Leprosy Missions (a partner organisation of TLM) is 
working with another agency to develop a vaccine – it is still 
at the testing stage, but could be on the market within the 
next couple of years. This has the potential to ensure that 
vulnerable groups of people in regions where the disease is 
still prevalent are immunised against it. 
TLMNI recently hosted a visit from the Diaceutics Group. 
They are working on potential trials focusing on detecting 
and diagnosing the disease when there are no signs or 
symptoms. This could be very effective in stopping the 
transmission of leprosy.
In India and Nepal TLM runs two research centres. Staff there 
work very hard to make significant contributions in all areas of 
research, to improve the lives of people affected by leprosy 
and to ensure steps are taken to defeat the disease for good. 
But we can’t do any of this without your support. Thanks to 
you we can continue to move closer to achieving our vision 
of defeating leprosy and transforming more and more lives!
Please do pray for our staff who work behind the scenes, 
carrying out vital research that has the potential to transform 
lives and stop leprosy in its tracks. 

We’ve had some great feedback about 
our latest video ‘Put the fun back into 
feet’ from schools and youth groups. 
The video raises awareness of the 
number of children around the world 
who don’t own a pair of shoes. 
For the 25,000 children diagnosed with 
leprosy each year, not having a pair of 
shoes can lead to life-long disabilities. 
So we are asking schools and youth 
groups to hold a ‘wacky’ shoe day to 
raise funds - £10 could buy one pair of 
protective shoes. 
We also have a variety of resources 
available around the theme of ‘No 
Pain, No Gain’, including lesson plans, 
games, activity sheets, and much more 
that are suitable for primary, post-
primary, Sunday schools and youth 
organisations.

In October 2015, TLM Nepal Country 
Leader Shovakhar Kandel and his 
wife Laxhmi, visited Northern Ireland. 
While here they presented Ebrington 
Primary school in Londonderry with the 
recently-published school resources 
(pictured below). 
Visit www.nopainnogaintlm.org to 
download material, or contact the 
TLMNI office.

Schools and youth groups help put the fun back into feet

2nd Moira Brownies enjoying activities 
during a visit by The Leprosy Mission

Could leprosy be 
defeated in our lifetime?

‘The LORD works righteousness and 
justice for all the oppressed’ 
Psalm 103:6

TLM’s laboratory at Purulia Hospital, India

TLM’s research centre in Nepal
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Did you know that The Leprosy Mission 
helps run self-care and self-help groups 
in many of the communities we work 
in?

Self-care and self-help groups are a 
great way of bringing about long-
lasting change in people’s lives. TLM 
community workers help to establish 
these groups in communities where 
there are several people affected by 
leprosy, or with disabilities. However, 
the groups are open to other residents 
of the village as this helps change 
people’s often negative perception 
of leprosy. It’s a way of ensuring that 
people who may have been ostracised 
by their friends and neighbours are 
reintegrated back into the community.

Self-care groups are an important part 
of the leprosy care that TLM provides. 
Community workers encourage leprosy-
affected people to meet on a regular 
basis. In these groups, they learn how 
best to care for hands and feet that are 
insensitive to pain and may be prone 
to infection. Together they are spurred 
on to help one another prevent further 
impairment or disabilities. 

In some countries where TLM works, 
self-care groups develop into self-help 
groups, which bring transformation 

not just to health but to long-term 
economic prospects.  

In these groups members save a small 
amount of their income into a pool. 
Members can then apply for a loan from 
the pooled funds – this is much more 
than they could hope to achieve by 
saving on their own. This loan can then 
be used to start their own business or 
to pay for skills training, or other needs 
that will provide long-term benefits for 
them and their family.  

The groups may also become quite 
active in their communities, helping to 
fund initiatives that will benefit a whole 
village, such as a borehole, or they may 
develop a business together, such as 
growing and selling vegetables. 

Katarina, a 60-year old widow in 
Tanzania, has benefitted in many ways 
from being part of a self-help group. 

She was diagnosed with leprosy at 
TLM-supported Hombolo hospital in 
2013. Sadly, when her husband found 
out he was angry and fearful; the 
stigma of leprosy is such a powerful 
force in this part of Tanzania that he 
chose to divorce her, and he and her 
four children left her without anyone to 
care for her.

Katarina was also struggling to 
be accepted by the rest of her 
community. Thankfully a CHEP 
team (part 
of Hombolo 
hospital’s 
outreach work) 
visited her 
village and 
taught her 
neighbours 
that they had 
nothing to fear 
from leprosy. 
Gradually 
people’s 
attitudes towards 
her began to 
change. 

But what had the 
biggest impact on 
her life was the 
self-help group 

that Katarina became part of. She is 
now the group leader. Being part of 
the group has enabled her to have 
her own plot of land which she is 
cultivating with the aim of providing 
herself with a regular income. 

Without this group and without the 
help of CHEP, Katarina’s prospects 
would have been much bleaker. 

Did you know… 
Self-help groups

‘And whatever you do, whether in word 
or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him,’ Colossians 3:17

In a new series, we look at the many and varied aspects of TLM’s work – from education 
and skills training to low-cost housing and small business loans

Thank you for all you do to support women like 

Katarina .  It really does make a huge difference ! 

A self-care group in Nepal

Katarina from Tanzania has benefitted from 
being part of a self-help group

A woman’s self-help group in India
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FOLLOW US www.facebook.com/tlmniwww.tlm-ni.org

Join us in 
restoring and 
rebuilding Nepal




