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Thank You
A few weeks ago I had the opportunity to travel to Nepal to visit our colleagues there 

and to see first-hand the difference that support from people in Northern Ireland is 

making on the ground.
Although the anniversary of the 2015 earthquake on 25 April was a sombre day for 

families who lost loved ones and those whose homes and livelihoods were destroyed, 

the care and concern that you have shown has given them hope. 
The knowledge that you have stood with them, prayed for them and supported them 

through your giving has given them strength to keep going during desperate times.  

Every day more and more people come to TLM’s Anandaban Hospital to receive care 

and now that Patan Clinic is open and fully operational, critical services are more 

accessible and more cases of leprosy are being discovered. It doesn’t bear thinking 

about what some people’s lives would be like if we had chosen not to respond and help. 

Your gifts have been a lifeline to so many and continue to ensure that people like Parbati 

(see her story on page 7) can have a brighter future.On the home front, we are excited to launch our new strategy on page 10. As we follow 

the example of Christ to serve those in need, we are compelled to do all that we can to 

engage, educate and increase our support to enable leprosy to be defeated and lives 

transformed. Your partnership in this work enables these things to happen.
Thank you so very much.

Joanne Briggs
National Director

‘God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him as you 

have helped his people and continue to help them’ Hebrews 6:10 (NIV)

Contents
4 News 
 A round up of all that’s been going on in TLM NI 

over the last few months

6 ‘Love has transformed lives and 
restored hope for the future’ 

 TLM NI Director Joanne Briggs reports back from 
her recent trip to Nepal

9 Tanzania Update
 News from the projects in Tanzania 

10 New Strategy: Building a Firm 
Foundation 

 Joanne Briggs shares exciting plans for the future 
of TLM NI

12 A Moment in Mission 
 We ask Joy Jamieson what she’s learnt during her 

20 years of service with TLM NI

14 Leprosy Sunday 2017
 Everything you need to know about this year’s 

campaign to Transform Purulia Hospital in India 

15 Did you know? 
 The Leprosy Mission provides so much more than 

health care. Here we tell you how our advocacy 
work is transforming communities, and how you 
can get involved 

Director’s notebook

Contact Us
The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland
Lagan House, 2a Queen’s Road, 
Lisburn BT27 4TZ

Telephone: 028 92629500
Email: info@tlm-ni.org
Website: www.tlm-ni.org
Facebook.com/tlmni
Registered Charity No: NIC106322 A company limited by 
guarantee registered in Northern Ireland No: NI640401 

National Director: 
Joanne Briggs
Church & School Engagement Officer: 
Peter Hilton
Office & Finance Manager: 
Joy Jamieson
Administrative Assistant: 
Aude Deering
Chairperson of Board of Trustees: 
Fiona Davidson

Founded in 1874, The Leprosy Mission is an international 
Christian development organisation working in over 30 countries. 
Our vision is a world where leprosy is defeated and lives are 
transformed. Following Jesus Christ, we strive to break the chains 
of leprosy, empowering people to attain healing, dignity and life 
in all its fullness. The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland engages 
and educates people to help resource and support life-changing 
work in leprosy-affected countries.

InTouch is published twice a year by The Leprosy Mission 
Northern Ireland.

What do you do with your 
used stamps?
TLMNI can turn your old stamps into cash that 
enables us to help those affected by leprosy. 
In 2016, we raised over £6,000 through the 
sale of used stamps! Please don’t throw your 
envelopes in the bin. Tear off the stamp and 
donate them to us. You could even get your local 
church, school or businesses involved. Reusing them 
makes a real difference to those in need. 

Dates For
    Your Diary
6
MAY

A Taste of India 
Elmwood Presbyterian 
Church, Lisburn, 7.30pm 
(see page 5 for more details)

Joanne Briggs met Parbati in Nepal in March. 
Parbati suffered terrible stigma because she 
had leprosy; she was hidden away at home 
for a long time. But now she is receiving so 
much support and is facing the future with 
confidence. You can read her story on page 7. 

The front page photo explained...

Moneyboxes change lives. Small 
change that makes a big difference.
It’s easy and fun to put a Leprosy Mission 
moneybox in your home, church, workplace 
or local shop. You can help raise funds 
in small change to create big change for 
leprosy-affected people this year. 

Contact 
Joy	at	the	office	for	more	information	
on 028 9262 9500 or joy@tlm-ni.org

30
MAY 

Annual General 
Meeting, Knock 
Presbyterian Church, 
Belfast, 7.30pm. All 
welcome (see insert for 
important information 
about this meeting)  

16-20
OCTOBER 

Lisburn Health Week
TLM Christmas Shop 
goes to Lisburn Health 
Centre. Volunteers 
needed to help ‘man’ 
the shop and sell TLM 
Christmas cards and gifts

11
NOVEMBER 

Christmas Fair and 
Coffee Morning 
in Seymour Street 
Methodist Church, 
Lisburn, 10am-12pm

6 
JUNE

Tanzania night 
Lagan House, TLM NI 
offices, Lisburn, 7.30pm. 
For previous volunteers, 
supporters and anyone 
else interested in the 
work in Tanzania 

21
JUNE

Lisburn Fun Run
Join staff and Board 
members as they take 
part in the fun run to 
raise awareness and 
support for TLM
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News... News...
A Royal Award
Congratulations and a 
massive thank you to 
Church Lads’ and Church 
Girls’ Brigade (CLCGB) for 
their support of TLM NI which led to Grange 
Company and Dobbin Girls’ Company receiving a Social 
Action Award from the Prince of Wales at Buckingham Palace in 
January. 

Members of the companies were recognised for their efforts in raising 
awareness of and funds for The Leprosy Mission. The most recent 
efforts have seen Companies use our ‘Shoes, Feet and All things 
Sweet’ young people’s resource. This led to some very creative and 
inspired artwork, as the shoe above demonstrates! Through this 
project, groups have engaged friends and family about the work of 
The Leprosy Mission. 

Three leaders and six members from each Company made the 
journey to London accompanied by the Brigade’s Development 
Officer, Victoria Jackson, and Commanding Officer, Melvyn Lockhart 
to attend the awards ceremony, hosted by Prince Charles. 

The CLCGB has had close links with The Leprosy Mission NI for many 
years and has just committed to raise enough money to provide a 
well for a very needy community. 

Rev Paul McAdam, Chaplain to the Grange Company, said, “We 
had a fantastic trip to London. What an honour it was to meet Prince 
Charles at the Youth United Social Action Awards Ceremony.”

The Social Action awards were organised by Youth United, 
an umbrella organisation that received a grant to 
create new places in uniformed youth organisations. 
The Church Lads’ and Church Girls’ Brigade’s Ulster 
Regiment has increased its membership by more than 300 
places in the last two years. 

The Youth United Social Action awards celebrate the 
achievements of thousands of young people who have sought 
to bring about positive change to their local community.

If you would like to find out more about our resources for church 
youth groups or schools, visit www.nopainnogaintlm.org or call 
the office. 

We are thankful to our 
many friends, families 
and supporters, along 
with the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Lisburn, 
Brian and Rosalind 
Bloomfield, who 
attended our special 
World Leprosy Day 
service on 29 January 
at Lisburn Cathedral, 
with guest speaker Linda Todd, Director of TLM Scotland.

Linda spoke powerfully about Jesus our Good Shepherd laying down 
His life for us, and challenging us to do the same for those battling 
the problems of leprosy. 

We also enjoyed worship, an address from Mayor Brian Bloomfield, 
closing remarks from TLM NI Director Joanne Briggs and refreshments. 

Although World Leprosy Day is marked worldwide on the last Sunday 
of January each year, this year we are inviting churches and individuals 
to help us Transform Purulia Hospital in India by hosting a church 
service or fundraising event on a day that best suits them. For more 
information, see page 14.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
Annual General Meeting 2017 
30 May, 7.30pm, Knock 
Presbyterian Church  
We’d like to invite you to attend our AGM where 
we will be sharing highlights of the Mission’s 
work over the last year and explaining our vision 
for the future of TLM NI’s work. The evening will 
also include our annual report for the year and a 
resolution for members to vote on (see magazine 
insert for more information). 
Tea, coffee and refreshments will be provided 
from 7.00pm. We look forward to welcoming you!

Volunteer Opportunities 
Volunteers are our lifeblood and we couldn’t do 
what we do without them! We have a wide variety 
of volunteering opportunities available.  If you are 
interested, please get in touch with Joy in the office 
on 02892 629500 or email info@tlm-ni.org

Church Secretaries Could you be a voice for leprosy 
and The Leprosy Mission within your church? 

Mid-week groups and Sunday service speakers  
You could raise awareness of the needs of 
people affected by leprosy in local churches and 
communities. Full training provided. 

TLM	NI	office	administration	support	If you can 
spare an hour a week, or once a month, we could 
put you to good use in the office!

Taste of India event (6 May) We still need people 
to help with welcoming and waiting on tables.

TLM shop (October and November) We are 
looking for a couple of people to volunteer in our 
Lisburn shop during the months of October and 
November. We are looking for someone who has 
some experience of retail, who could commit to a 
couple of hours a day, preferably two or three days 
a week.

Lisburn Health Week (October) TLM Christmas 
Shop goes to Lisburn Health Centre! Volunteers 
needed to help ‘man’ the shop and sell TLM 
Christmas cards and gifts.

  

An Award for all our 
Supporters
On Joanne Briggs’ visit to Nepal in March, she 
was presented with an Award of Commendation 
from TLM Nepal which Joanne accepted on 
behalf of all TLM NI supporters. 

The Award states: ‘There are rare people in the 
world who dedicate themselves for the welfare 
of the people affected by leprosy around the 
globe.  You are the gem of the world. Our utmost 
pride and pleasure rises whenever we have the 
opportunity to remember your name.  We would 
like to express our hearty gratefulness for your 
divine support. May the Lord bestow more grace 
to continue such acts in the days ahead. May God 
ever bless you.’

You can read more 
about Joanne’s 
visit on page 6. 

Join us for an evening of Indian dining and entertainment as we 
experience the sights, sounds, smells and tastes of India. You’ll hear 
stories of the plight of people affected by leprosy in India and how 
you can partner with us to  change lives as we seek to defeat this cruel 
disease and transform individuals, families and communities affected by it. 
Elmwood Presbyterian Church, Lisburn 
Sat 6 May 7.30-10pm       Suggested donation: £15  
Guest speaker: We are delighted that Ms Nikita Sarah, TLM India’s Head 
of Advocacy and Communication, will be joining us for the evening to tell 
us more about TLM’s work in India. 
To sign up, email tasteofindia@tlm-ni.org, or call the office.

World Leprosy Day Celebrations

Joanne Briggs, Mayor and 
Mayoress of Lisburn with 
guest speaker Linda Todd
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7 March 
8pm Sitting in Heathrow airport waiting 
to board flight to Delhi and then 
onto Kathmandu in Nepal. Excited 
and expectant for this trip. It’s always 
good to meet global colleagues and 
to see with my own eyes the projects 
and programmes that we so often talk 
about. It’s a privilege to travel and 
to spend time with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ who work tirelessly on 
behalf of leprosy-affected families. I 
feel a huge sense of responsibility to 
encourage them but also to be a carrier 
of their message and story back home 
to people in Northern Ireland. Hoping 
to get some sleep on this flight and 
hope I don’t miss my family too much! 

8 March 
3pm Finally arrived in Kathmandu. 
Met at the airport by Shovakhar 
Kandel, TLM Nepal Country Leader. 
His determination and commitment 
to keep going despite the enormous 
difficulties the whole team have faced 
in recent months is inspiring. Selfless, 
sacrificial love springs to mind; they 
give up so much to ensure that those 
with leprosy are not forgotten about. 
He says that it is the support of people 
around the world that inspires and 
encourages him to keep going. 

4pm On the way to the hotel we stop 
at the new Patan Clinic, which your 
support helped to build. WOW! An 
impressive building that is clearly 
playing a critical role in providing 
access to both general health services 
for the whole of Kathmandu and 
specialist leprosy care for those that 
are still being diagnosed with this cruel 
disease. 

When the earthquake struck in April 
2015 the original building that housed 
the clinic was badly damaged. Since 
then, staff and volunteers had been 
caring for people affected by leprosy 
out of an old garage. After over a 
year of searching, the new building 
was found and officially opened in 
September 2016. At the same time 

the government granted a licence 
to operate the clinic six days a week 
rather than on just one day, as it had 
been before the earthquake. 

The high morale is evident. Patients 
feel valued and respected. As we 
arrived, four people were waiting to 
be taken to Anandaban Hospital for 
further treatment having just been 
diagnosed with advanced leprosy. Dr 
Indra tells me that they see nearly 150 
patients every day. They have plans to 
offer general healthcare and promote 
the services of the clinic throughout 
Kathmandu to increase footfall and 
help make the clinic sustainable. By 
integrating general health services 
with leprosy care they are helping to 
bring down the walls of stigma and 
segregation. 

9 March 
9am Travel to leprosy colony. It is far up 
in the hills. Once a very isolated place 
but now, with increased understanding 
of leprosy, the area is more populated. 
We are met at the gate by two women 
and their three children. They had heard 
we were coming and are eager to speak 
with Ruth (a counsellor at Anandaban 
Hospital) who accompanies me. 

In this colony, 58 small rooms are 
occupied by those that are leprosy 

‘Be on your guard; stand firm 
in the faith; be courageous; be 
strong. Do everything in love,’  
1 Corinthians 16:13-14

‘Love has 
transformed 
lives and 
restored hope 
for the future’
Joanne Briggs shares her 
experiences and reflections 
from her recent trip to Nepal  

affected and have nowhere else to 
go. What strikes me is not the obvious 
signs of leprosy, physical deformities 
and disabilities (although there 
are many) but the joy and sense of 
community here. Despite their daily 
hardship and difficulties to do basic 
tasks such as cooking and cleaning this 
is a place of much laughter, hospitality 
and friendship. Everyone we meet 
welcomes us with open arms and 
invites us for tea. 

How can those who were once rejected 
now laugh freely with their neighbours? 
The families that abandoned them 
because of leprosy have been replaced 
a hundred-fold due to the ongoing 
care and compassion they have been 
shown. Education has been critical 
to enabling the local community to 
understand more about leprosy and 
this has led to leprosy-affected people 
being accepted and valued as human 
beings made in the image of God. Love 
has transformed lives and restored their 
hope for the future.

10 March 
10am Today I have the privilege of 
officially inaugurating a new home 
for a leprosy-affected person. Keshari 
is so proud of her home and is eager 
to show me around. Her old home 
was completely destroyed in the 
earthquake. She and her daughters 
have helped make this home all that it 
is. I was served tea, biscuits and boiled 
eggs after the ceremony which was a 
real treat!
 

11 March 
3.47am Awake. It has been raining all 
night. Torrential. Thunder and lightning 
too. As I lie and listen to the rain I am 
thankful for the safety and comfort of 
my bed and this hotel room. Nothing 
like a bad storm to make you feel 
vulnerable and homesick. My mind 
wanders to Keshari and her family and 
their new home. I am thankful that 
tonight in this awful weather they have 
a safe and decent place to live. A place 
to keep dry and warm. But so many 
others do not have that. Tonight they 

will be cold and damp because they 
still don’t have a decent roof over their 
heads. Mothers, like me, will huddle 
their children close to try and keep 
them warm, wishing for something 
more for them as they grow up. 

The more that I travel and meet families 
in different countries around the world 
I realise that we are all the same. We 
all have the same desire to keep 
our families safe and healthy and to 
build the best future for our children. 

I am glad that we have been part of 
enabling that change for Keshari and 
the other families that will receive a new 
home as part of TLM’s post-earthquake 
reconstruction programme. 

10.30am Kunti and Laximi are here 
to dress me in a Nepali Sari for 
International Respect and Dignity day. 
I’m glad that I’m not doing this myself! 

12.30pm A crowd of nearly one 
thousand people have gathered, 
young and old, to process through 
the streets of Kathmandu advocating 
for dignity, respect and equal rights 
for those disabled, marginalised and 
affected by leprosy. Heralded by two 
Nepali music bands (including one that 
has the equivalent of a Lambeg drum!) 
we march through the streets stopping 
traffic and receiving a lot of attention 
from passers-by. The government 
official leads the way and I walk side-
by-side with those who have leprosy 
and are disabled. I am glad to be here. 

Our procession ends at the central 
headquarters of the Nepal police force 
where we are joined by the Minister 
for Health, the media and more 
government officials and VIPs. Their 
presence with us demonstrates that the 
government is beginning to take notice 
and work towards a better future for all 
people in Nepal. There’s a long way to 
go but at least it’s a start. 

The ceremony is a great celebration! 
Speeches, singing and dancing. I was 
joined on the platform by Parbati. An 
amazing woman who has demonstrated 
such resilience and determination 
despite her suffering and the challenges 
that she has faced. 

Parbati’s Story
Parbati contracted leprosy when 
she was 12 years old. She lived in a 
rural part of Nepal and many people 
believed that she had been cursed. 

Parbati (centre) wins 
a prestigious dignity 
award 

School pupils join the parade on international 
respect and dignity day

TLM Nepal staff, local partners and international colleagues 
attending the Annual Country Learning meetings
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Joanne Briggs presents an Irish blessing cloth to 
Keshari on the inauguration of her new home.



Terrible stigma in her community meant 
that Parbati was forced to stay at home 
for years on end and robbed of the 
chance to go to school. All this time, 
leprosy ravaged her body and caused 
significant damage to the nerves in 
her hands and feet, leading to severe 
physical deformity.

One day she heard about a local 
medical clinic being run by The 
Leprosy Mission and so she attended. 
Here, her leprosy was diagnosed and 
treated. The doctor encouraged her 
to travel to Anandaban Hospital where 
she would get the full treatment she 
needed. She was reluctant to go but 
her brother carried her on his back to 
the bus station and they took a 16-hour 
bus journey to the hospital. There, she 
received reconstructive surgery on her 
thumb joint to enable her to move it 
and she also was fitted with special 
shoes to enable her to walk. 

Parbati had a dream to learn how to 
knit. She wanted to open a small shop 
to sell her knitted clothes and toys. So, 
while at the hospital she was taught to 
sew and knit as well as how to read and 
write. She was given some financial 
support to help set up her business and 
she currently earns just under 1,000 
rupees a day (£10) which is absolutely 
amazing.  

She says that the people in the village 
are inspired by her life. ‘They say that 
I am doing a good job; even though I 
am disabled I have been able to earn 
my living. So I am an example for many 
people in the village.’  

Parbati wins a prestigious dignity 
award. I am humbled to stand beside 
her. (see photo on page 6).

12 March
7.30am We travel to Anandaban 
and receive a tour of the hospital. I 
have spoken so often of this place it 
is wonderful to finally be here. Lots of 
construction work has occurred since 
the earthquake. By the end of the year 
the new wards and operating theatres 
will be finished and work on the Trauma 
Centre will be underway. Staff tell 
me that the government has plans to 
construct a highway on the road beside 
the hospital. This will make the hospital 
accessible to thousands more people.  

13 March 
TLM Nepal Annual Country Learning 
We share devotions together and 
consider what is means to be a servant 

leader.  There are many presentations 
and discussions today on the critical 
work of TLM Nepal that is helping 
transform lives every day. 

14 March
Porridge for breakfast. It’s the simple 
things that make your day!

9am Leadership training for TLM staff 
and partners. Space to reflect and learn 
from one another. Capacity building 
to help improve efficiencies and 
effectiveness across the team. 

15 March
06.43am At airport on way home. So 
thankful for this time in Nepal and for my 
colleagues here. Amazing people who 
work in such difficult circumstances. 
Dedicated, self-sacrificing, passionate 

and driven by their conviction of a 
better future for leprosy-affected 
people and their families. They need 
our prayers and ongoing support. I am 
proud that people in Northern Ireland 
stand with them hand-in-hand and do 
all that we can to ensure that those with 
leprosy are not forgotten. In an ever-
changing world with many demands on 
our time and money we must continue 
to remember them. Pray when we can. 
Give what we can.

Until the next time.

PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for the 
staff in Nepal who work so tirelessly 

and with such dedication to transform the lives 
of people affected by leprosy. Pray for rest, for 
strength and for all the resources they need to 
carry out the work God has called them to do.  

‘Being confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will carry it 
on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus,’    Philippians 1:4-6In this update on our work in Tanzania, 

we have good news to share as well 
as requests for prayer 
New Water Pump
In January, the villagers in Hombolo received a new water 
pump – residents are delighted that its producing lots of fresh 
water. It’s making a huge difference to the lives of leprosy-
affected people and helping improve overall hygiene.

New Business Advisor
In November 2016, we welcomed Colonel Daudi Tandila as 
the new Business Advisor for the Diocese, he is employed by 
the Diocese of Central Tanganyika (DCT), our long-standing 
partner at Hombolo. A retired army colonel, he has been 
involved in Hombolo Hospital in the past and supported 
DCT initiatives. His appointment has been an answer to 
prayer and has enabled progress to continue in Tanzania 
once again. 

TLM International Visit – April 2017
Two members of staff from TLM’s international office recently 
visited Tanzania to review and support development of 
a three-year business plan and funding proposal to help 
generate more income and move the work in Hombolo 
towards self-sufficiency. The visit also included meetings 
with other organisations to explore how to strengthen food 
security in the area; rains have been poor again this year 
which has led to less available food for the villagers.

Housing Project 
Plans are currently underway to finish out work of three 

houses in Samaria. Once completed it is hoped to build 
the final three houses before the end of the year. Around 
£20,000 is needed to enable this work to occur. 

Government Funding for Hombolo Hospital 
The Ministry of Health has promised funding to Hombolo 
Hospital but due to staff changes at government level, this 
funding has not yet been received. The hospital director, 
Niwagila Tigwela continues to visit government offices to 
remind them of their commitment. With these funds the 
hospital may be able to increase staffing to enable additional 
services such as x-rays, dental care, and ophthalmology to 
be provided.

How You Can help
We are committed to supporting Hombolo hospital, the 
Community Health Education Programme (CHEP) and the 
construction of houses for leprosy-affected communities in 
Tanzania. But we need you to stand with us, pray with us and 
get involved to enable this work to continue.

If	 you	 would	 like	 to	 find	 out	 more	 about	 our	 work	 in	
Tanzania, we’d love you to join us for a special evening at 
TLM	NI’s	office	in	Lisburn	on	6	June	at	7.30pm.	

Update on Tanzania

PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for the new water pump and for 
the new Business Adviser. Pray that government funding for the 

hospital will be released, and pray too that we will have the resources we 
need to complete the housing project this year. Parbati able to walk once again

Local villagers enjoy safe clean 
drinking water
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‘The plans of the Lord stand firm 
forever, the purposes of His heart for all 
generations’    Psalm 33:11

In the last year, the Board and staff team have been thinking 
about the future, looking ahead, planning, praying, seeking 
Gods direction and dreaming about what TLM NI could look 
like over the next three to five years.  
As we met and reflected we were incredibly thankful for 
TLM’s rich legacy. In an ever changing world, our purposes 
and values to follow Christ and serve those effected by 
leprosy remain the same.  However, we know that we must 
not stand still, but be open to change, to growth and to new 
adventures. 
As we watch for the new thing that God is to do (Isaiah 4:3). 
We need our faithful supporters and prayers now more than 
ever as we implement some big plans to achieve our vision 
of a world without leprosy. 
Over the last 25 years, 15 million people have been cured of 
leprosy but there are still over five million people affected by 
the ongoing impact of leprosy today. 
Many people in Northern Ireland do not know that leprosy 
continues to blight the lives of millions of people around the 

globe. We desperately want to change this and ensure that 
people with Leprosy are not forgotten about. 
To increase awareness and support of our work to transform 
the lives of people affected by leprosy we have established 
four goals for 2017-2020 (see opposite page). 
This is an exciting time to be part of The Leprosy Mission. 
Your support is vital to enabling lasting change for those 
affected by leprosy. 
Thank you for your commitment, for partnering with us, for 
praying for us and for being willing to be part of this journey. 
I am excited about what we can achieve together! 

Tho see how you can be involved see
page 5 for volunteer opportunities.

 PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for the wisdom and passion of    
 TLM NI’s Board and staff. Pray for Joanne Briggs as she leads 
the staff team and the Board as they begin to implement this new strategic 
plan. Pray for God’s guidance and equipping as they step out in faith.   

New Strategic Plan New Strategic Plan

Asnakech, 
Ethiopia

Gonesh, 
India

Building a Firm 
Foundation to 
Defeat Leprosy and 
Transform Lives 

We want to 
promote an accurate 
understanding of 
leprosy and increase access 
to equal human rights for those 
affected by leprosy 

We want to build 
an agile, resilient 

organisation that can 
effectively deliver its strategic 

objectives 

We want to engage and educate 
people from across Northern 
Ireland to help defeat 
leprosy and transform 
lives

We	want	to	significantly	increase	
giving to support those affected 

by leprosy and ensure 
maximum impact from 

every £ donated

Over the next 3-5 years we will be 
depening our engagement with churches, 
individuals, schools and youth groups. We 
value every church, school and individual 
that raises awareness and funds for TLM. 
But we want to see even more people 
sharing our passion for some of the 
poorest and most vulnerable people in 
the world. 

We want to increase the money that 
goes directly overseas’; we want to 
build stronger relationships between 
supporters and beneficiaries and we want 
our supporters to really connect with the 
countries we work with and understand 
the impact that their support has everyday. 

Lives transformed because of the prayers and giving of people in Northern Ireland
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We want to tackle discrimination and 
stigma that many people who are 
diagnosed with leprosy still experience 
today. We want to increase understaning 
and ensure that everyone is valued and 
treated with dignity and respect.

In order to meet these first three goals, it’s vital 
that we have a strong foundation on which 
to stand. We will ensure good governance; 
we will deliver best practice; we will value 
innovation and creativity as we strive to make 
leprosy a thing of the past.

To request a copy of our new strategic plan please contact the office, 
telephone 028 9262 9500 or email info@tlm-ni.org

Director Joanne Briggs shares exciting new plans for the next 3-5 years

Educate and Advocate Organisatio
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How long have you worked for TLM 
NI? I have been with TLM NI for 20 
years. I started on 1 September 1997, 
the day after the then Patron of TLM 
England and Wales Diana, Princess of 
Wales, died in the tunnel in Paris. My 
first engagement was to represent TLM 
NI at a memorial service for her in First 
Lisburn Presbyterian a week or two 
after her death.

How did you come to be working 
here?  I saw an advertisement in the 
Belfast Telegraph looking to recruit a 
PA to the Director and I felt 
a very strong call to apply. I 
had been praying for some 
time that the Lord would give 
me an opportunity to 
use my skills in His 
service. I have always 
been interested in 
mission but never 
felt called to be a 
‘missionary’, as in 
going overseas.  

How did you become 
a Christian? 
I grew up in a God-
respecting home, and 
my parents sent me 
and my two brothers 
to Sunday School. We 
lived in the countryside 

and one day a man called Willie Collins 
and his wife came to see my mum to 
inform her they were starting up a CEF 
Good News Club (Child Evangelism 
Fellowship), on a Tuesday night over 
the summer, in the local Orange Hall 
and asked her if she would bring us 
along, which she did. I was about 11 
and in my last year of primary school. It 
was very different from Sunday School 
and for the first time I understood 
about wrongdoing and the good news 
of the gospel, through the sacrifice of 
our Lord Jesus, and it was at this time 

that I gave my life to Him.

What does a typical day 
in the office look like 
for you?  I don’t think 
I have what you would 
call a typical day! Rarely 

are two days the same. 
My job title is Office 
and Finance Manager. 
My role is to provide 
assistance and backup 
support to the Director 
and other staff, the 
board, supporters 
and volunteers, to 

enable them to educate, 
fundraise, promote, 
govern and be an active 
partner within TLM.  

Generally, I start off the day by reading 
emails and dealing with them. After 
staff prayers, my duties range from 
processing donations, inputting on 
the database, banking, writing minutes 
from board meetings or reports 
for Joanne, supervising mailings 
or supporting the admin assistant, 
answering queries either by phone 
or email, troubleshooting problems, 
dealing with gift aid, emptying the 
bins, serving in the shop, processing 
used stamps and cartridges that have 
been donated to turn them into cash, 
meetings with other staff members, 
working with volunteers, supervising 
the cleaner, making the tea, buying the 
washing up liquid, paying the bills,  just 
about anything that comes my way! Bit 
of a girl Friday really.

What do you enjoy most about your 
job? Meeting supporters! These folks 
are motived by a desire to serve the 
Lord and they make mission happen. 
Without their prayers, financial support, 
volunteering, interest and love for those 
affected by leprosy, TLM wouldn’t exist. 
I have met some lovely people over the 
years and seen incredible examples of 
sacrificial giving. It’s very humbling.

What are some of the really 
memorable moments that you’ve 
experienced working at TLM NI? 

‘Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the 
Lord, not people,’    Ephesians 6:7

If you’ve ever called The Leprosy Mission NI’s office or been to one of our coffee mornings 
or events you will most likely have spoken to Joy Jamieson – TLM NI’s Office and Finance 
Manager. As she approaches her 20th anniversary working for the organisation, we asked 
her to share some of her memories and highlights

PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for Joy’s 
faithfulness to the Lord and to TLM NI. 

Pray for the office staff who work so hard and 
with such passion to improve the lives of people 
affected by leprosy. 

To find out how you can help in the 
office see our volunteer opportunities on 
page 5

‘I have seen incredible 
examples	of	sacrificial	giving’		

TLM’s 125th anniversary celebrations 
in 1999. Miss Wendy Craig, Vice 
President of TLM England and Wales, 
was our guest of honour and she spoke 
about her life and interest in TLM. 
We hosted these evenings in two of 
Northern Ireland’s most prestigious 
venues: Hillsborough Castle and 
Stormont. Miss Craig was so down to 
earth and put everyone at their ease. 
It was a good opportunity to connect 
with supporters and encourage them.  
It was also a privilege to meet Dan and 
Babs Izzett from Zimbabwe (they have 
worked with TLM for many years in lots 
of different ways). In 2006 they came 
over to Northern Ireland to speak at 
our Annual Meeting in First Ballymena 
Presbyterian. They are the only people 
affected by leprosy that I have ever 
met; their story impacted me greatly 
and was a powerful example of how 
leprosy can affect whole families. 

What are some of the significant 
changes you have seen in the last 20 
years working for TLM NI? TLM NI 
is a very different organisation to the 
one I joined 20 years ago. The Global 
Fellowship has probably been the 
most exciting development. As office 
staff we rarely had the chance to meet 
folk from the field who implemented 
the programmes. Now that greater 
collaboration between members is 
encouraged, we have more contact 
with those countries for whom we 
raise support. I feel much more part 
of a global organisation and enjoy 
enabling donors to connect with how 
their support is making an impact on 
the ground . 

The changing nature of the Church has 
also been evident, with focus shifting 
towards discipleship building (small 
groups) and congregation life. This 
has brought about a significant decline 
in the number of invitations to speak 
at midweek meetings and women’s 
groups. We do fewer meetings now, 
but we still receive significant support 
from all denominations.

The advancement of the electronic 
office and ways of communicating are 
very different now.  Organising the diary 
for speaking engagements was part 
of my role as PA and I really enjoyed 
chatting with different ministers, 
organisational leaders, ladies’ group 
reps, etc on the telephone.  Now, most 
of our communication is done via email. 

In my early years we packaged and 
posted the magazine, which was 

purchased from TLM England and 
Wales, directly from the office, and we 
had to hand-insert leaflets about what 
was happening in TLM NI into each 
magazine. This was quite a logistical 
operation! In fact, it took us a whole 
week to complete the different aspects 
of the task. A few years later we started 
producing our own magazine which 
was packaged and posted from the 
printers.  

After a colleague retired in 2009, 
I became the Office Manager with 
financial duties. Then my title changed 
again, following the appointment of 
Joanne Briggs, to Office and Finance 
Manager and my duties have become 
more streamlined in certain areas. 

How does your faith impact your 
approach to work? Proverbs 3:5-6 says: 
‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will make your paths straight.’ As I have 
got older this has become my mantra. 
Even the simplest of tasks can go 
wrong, especially when you are under 
pressure or tired. And sometimes we 
can question why leprosy and poverty 
still exist in the world today. It’s not 
our place to ‘understand’ these things 
this side of heaven, but it is our place 
to ‘acknowledge’ God in our attitude 
and response. I think when you believe 
this you can see beyond the problems 
and the task ahead takes on a different 
perspective.

What is it like working in a Christian 
organisation?  My very favourite 
task over the years was being the 
editor of Prayer Fuel up until 2015. 
It was a real privilege to encourage 
and inform supporters with prayer 
requests for the work here in NI and 
internationally for our global partners. 
This is what sets us apart from any 
other organisation; prayer  is at the 
heart of all our work and all we do is 
underpinned by seeking God’s face. 
In terms of duties or responsibilities 
in a Christian organisation, there is 
no difference to working in a secular 
office; the same high standards of 
accuracy, performance and delivery are 
every bit as important, if not more so. 
We are called to work unto the Lord no 
matter where that is. However, when 
you get it wrong – there is a lot more 
understanding and forgiveness!

Legacies
Dora Violet McCrone

Mr Gerald Going Moore

Miss Lilian Elizabeth Mawhinney

In	Lieu	of	flowers	
Mrs Anne Niblock

Mrs Eileen Patricia Ashley

Mr George Henry Duke

Mrs Irene Atkinson Blair

Mrs Elizabeth (Elsie) Ferguson

Mrs Margaret Andrews

We sincerely thank God for 
these men and women who have 
made a lasting contribution to 
TLM, and we remember their 
families at this time.

If you would like more 
information about leaving a 
gift in your will to The Leprosy 
Mission please contact Joanne 
at the office on 028 9262 9500 
or joanne@tlm-ni.org.

ROLL OF 
HONOUR

TLM NI staff team with Linda Todd, 
Director, TLM Scotland
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Leprosy is still one of the most stigmatised 
diseases in the world. In some countries, like 
India and Nepal, men or women who’ve been 
diagnosed with leprosy have been rejected from 
their communities, families and homes. In some 
cases, children of leprosy-affected parents or 
even grandparents have been refused entry to 
school. In India, many people affected by leprosy 
still live in colonies, away from regular housing, 
as they are considered ‘unclean’.
When Rekha was diagnosed with leprosy she 
did not take the prescribed medicine believing 
instead what her family told her; that evil spirits 
were responsible for the symptoms she was 
experiencing. When she developed ulcers on her 
feet she hid at home. Then, when her mother did 
take her to the government hospital nurses were 
too afraid to touch the leprous sores. 
Rekha’s story is just one example of the type of 
reaction people diagnosed with leprosy can face.  
Stigma and Rejection
TLM works hard to advocate for the rights 
of people affected by leprosy, especially in 
countries like India, Nepal and Bangladesh 
where laws still exist that discriminate against 
people with leprosy. In India a diagnosis of 
leprosy can be grounds for divorce.
Educating Communities
Advocating for rights also means ensuring that 
people receive the government benefits that 
they are entitled to such as disability allowances 
or help with housing. 
But more than that, it also means educating 
whole communities about leprosy; providing 
them with the facts and dispelling the myths. 
This helps reduce the fear and suspicion that 
can surround the disease and enables people 
affected by leprosy to be better accepted by 
their family and neighbours.  

Did you know… 
Advocacy 

‘Speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, for the rights of all who are 
destitute,’  Proverbs 31:8

Leprosy Sunday 2017
Help us Transform Purulia Hospital   

This year, as we remember Leprosy Sunday, we are calling churches to help us transform 
Purulia Hospital in West Bengal, India. Here is how you and your church can join in.
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ical care to people suffering with leprosy

TRANSFORM
Purulia Hospital
WORLD LEPROSY SUNDAY 2017

PRAYER POINT: For all TLM staff involved in community advocacy projects; 
that they will build good relationships with government officials and with 

local communities to bring about an end to discrimination. 

‘He heals the broken-hearted and 
binds up their wounds. He determines 
the number of the stars and calls them 
each by name,’   Psalm 147: 3-4

When 10-year-
old Prem 
noticed some 
strange looking 
patches on 
his face, his 
family took him to a local doctor. The 
treatment he prescribed did not have 
any effect. The patches began to 
grow larger and his family grew more 
concerned. Finally, they decided to 
take him to TLM’s Purulia hospital as 
they had heard it had a specialist skin 
clinic. There, Prem was diagnosed with 
leprosy, along with his mother and 
uncle. The family were shocked; they 
had never heard of the disease before. 

Prem feels self-conscious about his 
face, but the hospital staff are helping 
him come to terms with the diagnosis 
and are building his confidence so that 
he is able to go back to school, like any 
other 10-year-old boy. 

Can you help us Transform 
Purulia Hospital?
Purulia Hospital has a long history of 

reaching out to those suffering 
from leprosy. Set up in 1888, the 
hospital has, for over 100 years, 
helped countless people in India 
who have leprosy. The driving force 
behind the work of the hospital has 
been sharing the love of Christ with 
those who have leprosy. 

They need our help!
Over 45,000 people were treated 
in the hospital in the past year – 

double the numbers of previous years. 
The waiting area is overcrowded, and 
the staff are stretched.

Dr Joydeepa, the doctor who 
diagnosed Prem, is one of only two 
doctors treating 300 people each day 
in the outpatients’ department.

Many patients travel for hours to receive 
specialist leprosy care. We don’t want 
to turn anyone away, and need to 
build a new outpatients’ department to 
effectively continue this work.

Will you help us Transform 
Purulia Hospital? 

£10could provide bedding and 
clothes for a patient during 

a month’s stay at Purulia

£24could supply the medicine to 
cure one person diagnosed 

with leprosy at Purulia

£50could allow one young 
person affected by leprosy 

to attend school for one year

£500 could help provide 
clean toilet and washing 

facilities for patients at Purulia

Get Involved
It’s easy to make a difference. You could invite one of 
our speakers to a church service or event; or you can 
fundraise with your youth group, small group or school. 
First Lisburn Presbyterian Church held a Coffee Morning on 
Friday 17 March to raise funds to help Transform Purulia 
Hospital. Our speaker team has been busy visiting Sunday 
Services and midweek groups across Northern Ireland 
sharing with them about how they can get involved in 
transforming Purulia Hospital. 

Resources Available for Churches
We have a selection of resources that are perfect for Sunday 
services, Sunday Schools or homegroups. On our website 
you can download sermon notes, children’s material, 
prayers, a PowerPoint presentation, and a short film that 
tells the stories of some of the patients at the hospital. 

Ideas for Groups and Individuals
There are so many ways you or your children’s or youth 
group could get involved in helping to Transform Purulia 
Hospital. These are just a few ideas:

You could get sponsored for doing the washing up to help 
provide washing facilities in Purulia; have a non-uniform day 
to help buy school uniform; host a pyjama party to help buy 
bedding and clothes; or have a 24-hour fast from food, TV 
or mobile phones, and ask people to sponsor you £1 for 
each hour – that way you could raise £24 to heal someone 
of leprosy in Purulia!

For further fundraising ideas and sponsor forms visit
www.nopainnogaintlm.org or contact Peter at the office.

Visit www.tlm-ni.org/world-leprosy-day-2017.php to find 
out more, or call the office to book a speaker. 

PRAYER POINT: Give thanks for the 
interest people are showing in making 

a difference to Purulia hospital and its staff in 
India. Pray that many more people with leprosy 
will be able to access the high quality of care 
that Purulia offers as a result of this campaign.   

TAKE ACTION  You can be a voice for people affected by leprosy 
by signing TLM India’s petition to the government in India to 
repeal laws that discriminate against leprosy-affected people. Visit 
www.united4change.in

Rekha

Shubhan

Pem and 
Dr Joydeepa

‘Inspired to take action’
“I saw how hurt my family, especially my grandparents, were as a 
result of discrimination due to leprosy,” says Shubhan, a community 
worker in India. “They were thrown out of their community and 
forced to live in isolation. Stigma may have reduced but those 
affected by leprosy are still not treated as equal; even though some 
of us are now educated we are regarded as lower than the lowest 
caste.  When CALL (an advocacy project started by TLM India) came 
to the colony and started talking about equal rights I was inspired to 
take action.”
TLM India organised a cricket match in the village and invited all the 
young people along. It was also an opportunity to explain about 
advocacy and human rights. Shubhan took part and says he was 
eager to learn how to advocate to improve the living conditions of 
the people in his community.  
“A group of us got together and we are now a registered 
organisation. I am the secretary.  We have done an assessment 
of the needs in our community and are advocating to different 
government officials for change. We need improved sanitation, 
including community toilets, a better water supply, roads and 
improved drainage. Now we are registered we have access to 
government forums and will be kept updated about new policies 
and community development schemes.”
A Strong Voice 
TLM India is supporting Shubhan and his friends by providing 
training and capacity building to enable them to become a strong 
and effective voice for the needs of leprosy-affected people. 
Shubhan is full of vision for the future: 
“There are other leprosy colonies in Chhattisgarh where most of the 
people are elderly and are not able to take action themselves.  We 
are supporting them to start their own groups and 
are helping them with their advocacy effort, 
including writing memorandums for them to 
put to the government to address 
their concerns. 
“We have plans to visit local 
schools to teach children about 
leprosy and human rights, and to 
go to surrounding communities to 
run awareness campaigns so that 
discrimination can be abolished.”
These kinds of grassroots 
organisations are a wonderful 
example of how your support, 
which enables TLM to provide 
some training, some financial 
assistance, and support where 
it’s needed, can encourage ordinary local men and women to take a 
stand against injustice. And you can join them!
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Please fill out this form to set up a 
regular monthly gift, and return it in the 
envelope provided. Or sign up online at 

www.tlm-ni.org

On behalf of the people you are helping,  
thank you very much indeed.

Every month you can 
rest assured knowing 
that your gifts are 
bringing healing and 
hope to people who are 
suffering with the effects 
of leprosy.
Your gifts will bring the cure from 
leprosy to those who need it, pay for 
mobile health clinics for those who 
can’t get to hospital, treat infected 
ulcers saving lives and limbs, give life-
changing surgery to enable people to 
walk again, provide prosthetic limbs, 
and much, much more. 

The people you are helping may never know your name, but they will never 
forget your kindness.

You can manage your giving and are free to cancel your direct debit at any 
time. You are in control. The wonderful thing about giving regularly is that it 
enables The Leprosy Mission to plan ahead, so the people you are helping can 
feel secure, knowing your support will be there for them in the future.

Thank you for your care and kindness. 

The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland 
Lagan House, 2a Queen’s Road, Lisburn BT27 4TZ 
Tel: 028 9262 9500  Email: info@tlm-ni.org

www.tlm-ni.org

Registered Charity No: NIC106322   A company limited by guarantee registered in Northern Ireland No: NI640401

 www.facebook.com/TLMNI 

Become a Regular 
Supporter today
And you can show the love of 
Jesus to someone like Sabita

Sabita needs 
help with  
her wounds 
every week

FOLLOW US www.facebook.com/tlmniwww.tlm-ni.org


