
PRAYER FUEL
‘‘He heals the broken-hearted and binds 
up their wounds.” Psalm 147:3

Spring 2017
The work of TLM India

A Taste of India
Elmwood Presbyterian Church, Lisburn
Saturday 6th May 2017
7.30pm - 10pm

Enjoy an evening of Indian dining and 
entertainment as we experience the sights, 
sounds, smells and tastes of India.
Hear the stories of the plight of those with 
leprosy in India and learn how you can partner 
with us to change lives as we seek to defeat this 
cruel disease and transform individuals, families 
& communities affected by it.
Suggested donation: £15
For catering purposes, RSVP by Friday 21st 
April to tasteofindia@tlm-ni.org
Spaces limited. Places can be reserved on an 
individual basis, or tables can be booked as a 
group of 8.

Support through prayer
Do you know anyone who would like to 
support us in prayer? If you would like to 
receive more copies of Prayer Fuel, or start 
a prayer group, please get in touch.

Lagan House
2a Queen’s Road
Lisburn BT27 4TZ
Tel:  028 9262 9500
Email:  info@tlm-ni.org

FOLLOW US www.facebook.com/tlmniwww.tlm-ni.org

Registered Charity Number: 
NIC106322

A Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered in Northern Ireland: 
NI640401

Here are some prayers that you could include in 
your church bulletin:
• Please remember women in India who face 

discrimination and violence because of the 
stigma of leprosy

• Please pray for TLM India staff whose job it is 
to educate communities about leprosy, and 
bring help to women who have leprosy

• Please pray for the 14 hospitals across India 
who treat 1,000’s of leprosy patients each year

• Please pray for the work of TLM Northern 
Ireland as it seeks to raise support for the 
ministry to those with leprosy in India

Headline prayers 

Get involved in helping people like 
Munia through the Transform Purulia 
Hospital project. For more info on how 
you can help, visit www.tlm-ni.org or 
contact the office.



Healing the 
broken-hearted 
The story of 
Munia 
Munia is from the 
state of West Bengal 

in India. She was diagnosed with leprosy as a 
child. Both of her feet started to become numb 
and cracked. Her mother looked after her and 
protected her, but when her mother died villagers 
became violent, throwing petrol over her and 
setting her on fire. She managed to put it out 
with nearby water, but she felt very afraid. Shortly 
afterwards some of the villagers chased her out of 
her home with knives, sticks and bits of bamboo. 

Munia did not know where to go so she went to 
the village train station, and slept there for 4 days. 
On the 4th day a man saw her and recognised the 
signs of leprosy. He had heard of a hospital that 
treats people with leprosy and suggested she go 
there. Munia was reluctant, not knowing whether 
to trust the man and also not knowing whether 
the hospital would treat her the same way that the 
village had.

Eventually, after a lot of 
persuasion she visited 
Purulia Hospital. She 
has been in the hospital 
for 2 years now, and in 
that time has received 
a course of Multi Drug 
Therapy, which has 
stopped the progression of leprosy in her body. 
She still has severe deformities on her hands 
and feet due to delayed treatment, but she says 
that she is now much happier. She says that the 
hospital has a nice atmosphere, the nurses treat 
her with kindness and respect, the treatment is 
good and she has no fear in the hospital.

Munia is pictured opposite with her notebooks 
that she is using to learn to read and write. She 
would like to be able to make herself useful, and 
do something like stitching clothes as a job. 

In our last edition of Prayer Fuel, we featured Purulia 
Hospital. It is a hospital that is currently seeking 
funds to update and transform it’s new Out Patients 
Department. 

In this edition, we are looking at the stigma that 
leprosy still carries in many parts of India. The 
following story, which features Purulia Hospital, tells 
the heart-breaking journey of a young lady called 
Munia. 

The stigma of leprosy

‘He heals the broken-hearted
and binds up their wounds.’ Psalm 147:3
Please join with us in prayer as we pray for those affected 
by leprosy in India, that God would bring down the walls 
of stigma and rejection and bring healing and restoration 
into their lives
• Over 100,000 new cases of leprosy are diagnosed in 

India each year. Pray that those diagnosed in 2017 
would get the healing and care that they need.

• Around 38% of the new cases in India are female. 
Many like Munia face a bleak future. Pray both for their 
protection and for a positive change in attitude towards 
women. 

• There are over 800 leprosy settlements in India, 
occupied by people who have had to leave their home 
and community because of the stigma of leprosy. Pray 
for those who live in these settlements. Ask that God 
would supply their daily needs of food, shelter and 
medical care. 

• Remember before God the countless number of people 
who are homeless and live with leprosy. Pray that God’s 
love and compassion would be poured out on them.

• Commit before God the TLM hospitals in India in Salur, 
Muzaffarpur, Champa, Chandkuri, Shahdara (Delhi), 
Kothara, Richardson Leprosy Hospital, Vadathorasalur, 
Dayapuram, Barakanki, Faizabad, Naini, Premananda 
(Kolkata) and Purulia. 

• Please pray for the 5 Snehalayas, or Care Homes which 
are attached to various hospitals in India and provide 
a home for around 100 people severely disabled and 
socially excluded because of leprosy. Munia is currently 
residing at a Care Home in Purulia. Please pray for 
Munia and the other residents, that they would come 
to find God’s love for them through the witness of the 
hospital staff. 

• Pray for the 900 staff employed by TLM India, across 14 
hospitals, scores of projects and 6 Vocational Training 
Centres. Pray particularly for Dr Mary Verghese, who 
has recently been appointed as the new Director of 
TLM Trust India. 

• Pray for a change in attitude and practice within India, 
so that those who face stigma and exclusion because of 
leprosy would instead find healing and inclusion.

• Please pray for the national-level mass media awareness 
campaign TLM India is currently conducting to increase 
public awareness and change negative attitudes 
towards those with leprosy. Pray that it would have a 
high impact and be a powerful catalyst in dispelling 
stigma.  


